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Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Ministry website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-
information-act-requests.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
 
Nick Allan 
Manager, OIA Services 
Office of the Director-General 
 

 
 

http://www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-information-act-requests
http://www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-information-act-requests














 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 









 
 

 

 

Our response to your request: 

 

Using the definition of ‘purification’ that you refer to in your request, ESR does not hold any 
records describing ‘purification’ of SARS-CoV-2. 

 

We cannot provide papers that staff in ESR have downloaded or printed which may apply to 

your request using your definition of ‘purification’ as the information cannot be made 
available without substantial collation or research pursuant to section 18(f) of the Act. We 

have considered section 18A of the Act and consider that even if we were to charge you for 

the time to check and collate any relevant materials and extend the timeframe of the request, 

this would still unduly affect our team who are supporting New Zealand’s COVID-19 
response work. 

 

Your right to seek a review 

 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 

Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz 

or freephone 0800 802 602.   

  
Thank you for your request. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jill Vintiner 

Joint General Manager Health and Environment Group – Health 

ESR 

 













    

Room 405 

70 Whitehall 

London, SW1A 2AS 

 foi-team@cabinetoffice.gov.uk  

www.cabinet office.gov.uk 

 

Marc Horn  

By email :Request-679848-f291cd75@whatdotheyknow.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              FOI Reference: FOI2020/10121 

   18/08/2020 

Dear Marc Horn 

I refer to your request where you asked: 

“Freedom of Information request - Full, accurate and complete disclosure of SARS-

COV-2 virus isolation records 

 

Dear Cabinet Office, 

 

Please provide a full, accurate and complete list of records held within your office, and 

or under your authority, describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly taken 

from a symptomatic patient of COVID-19 where the sample was not first combined with 

any other source of genetic material (not limited but by way of example monkey kidney 

cells, aka vero cells, liver cancer cells) thereby eliminating contamination as a possible 

alternative source of sampling. 

 

Please note isolation is used in the normally understood meaning of the word – the act 

of separating a thing from another. I am not referring, and hence not requesting,  to 

isolation meaning the culture of something else, the performance of an amplification test 

(eg PCR test which only detect mRNA or DNA) or the sequencing of “something”. 

If any records match the above description and are available to the public elsewhere, 



please provide enough information so that I may identify and access each record with 

certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, and weblink or location where the public may 

access it). 

I remind you full, accurate and complete disclosure is required.” 

 

 

I am writing to advise you that following a search of our paper and electronic records, I 

have established that the information you requested is not held by the Cabinet Office. 

 

You may wish to try contacting Public Health England, who may be able to help you 

with your request. at FOI@phe.gov.uk 

 

With respect to your request we have been advised on the following: 

Coronavirus Disease, or Covid-19, is caused by a new virus called SARS-CoV-2. Most 

infectious diseases are caused by viruses, bacteria or fungi. Some bacteria or fungi 

have the capacity to grow on their own in isolation, for example in colonies on a petri 

dish. Viruses are different in that they are what we call “obligate pathogens” – that is, 

they cannot survive or reproduce without infecting a host. An explainer of these different 

types of pathogen (disease causing agents) can be found from BMC 

Biology here: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5648414/ 

  

For some diseases, it is possible to establish causation between a microorganism and a 

disease by isolating the pathogen from a patient, growing it in pure culture and 

reintroducing it to a healthy organism. These are known as “Koch’s postulates”, and 

were developed in 1884. However, as our understanding of disease and different 

disease-causing agents has advanced, these are no longer the method for determining 

disease causation. It has long been known that viral diseases cannot be identified in this 

way as viruses cannot be grown in ‘pure culture’. When a patient is tested for a viral 

illness, this is normally done by looking for the presence of antigens, or viral genetic 

code in a host with molecular biology techniques. 

 

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact the FOI Team quoting the 

reference number above. 

 

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request or wish 

to request an internal review, you should write to: 

 

Eirian Walsh Atkins 

Cabinet Office 

70 Whitehall 

London 

SW1A 2AS 



 

email: foi-team@cabinetoffice.gov.uk 

 

You should note that the Cabinet Office will not normally accept an application for 

internal review if it is received more than two months after the date that the reply was 

issued.  If you are not content with the outcome of your internal review, you may apply 

directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Commissioner 

cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided 

by Cabinet Office. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 

 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
FOI Team 

Cabinet Office 

 

 

 





review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of  
the response to your original request and should be addressed to:  
 
Government Office for Science Internal Reviews 
Government Office for Science 
10 Victoria Street  
London  
SW1H 0NN 
Email: foi.reviews@go-science.gov.uk  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly  
to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted  
at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Government Office for Science 

mailto:foi.reviews@go-science.gov.uk


 



 



 
 



 

 



 



 



FOI 3462  Date requested: 27/07/2020 

 

List of records describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus 
 

 

Request: 

 

Please provide a full, accurate and complete list of records held within your office, and or under 

your authority, describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly taken from a symptomatic 

patient of COVID-19 where the sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic 

material (not limited but by way of example monkey kidney cells, aka vero cells, liver cancer cells) 

thereby eliminating contamination as a possible alternative source of sampling. 

 

Please note isolation is used in the normally understood meaning of the word – the act of 

separating a thing from another. I am not referring, and hence not requesting, to isolation 

meaning the culture of something else, the performance of an amplification test (eg PCR test 

which only detect mRNA or DNA) or the sequencing of “something”. 

 

If any records match the above description and are available to the public elsewhere, please 

provide enough information so that I may identify and access each record with certainty (i.e. title, 

author(s), date, journal, and weblink or location where the public may access it). 

 

 

Response: 

 

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the FOIA”) provides a right of access, subject to specified 

exemptions, to recorded information held by a public authority. In the case of the House of Lords, 

the rights of access apply to recorded information held by the House of Lords Administration. 

 

The House Administration does not hold any information matching the description set out in your 

request. 

 

Outside the scope of your request, you may be interested in the House of Lords Science and 

Technology Committee’s current inquiry into the science of COVID-19. Information relating to the 

inquiry, including oral and written evidence that has been submitted to the Committee, is published 

on our website here: 

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/293/the-science-of-covid19/ 

 

 

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/293/the-science-of-covid19/


Freedom of Information request re "SARS-COV-2" isolation, IMPFOI-21-85 

 
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Fri, Mar 12, 2021 at 12:55 PM 

To: IMPFOI <foi@imperial.ac.uk> 

Dear "Team", 

 

Thank you for your response, however it is insufficient and I require further assistance in 

accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, 2000.  

 

Be advised that all responses/nonresponses from the "Team" will be made public.  

 

The response you have provided thus far reflects very poorly on your institution and your 

"Team" because it either feigns misunderstanding of a perfectly clear and reasonable 

request (that has already been understood quite perfectly by dozens of institutions around 

the world), or it demonstrates gross incompetence and utter lack of intelligence. 

 

In case of the latter: I have only requested existing records held by public authorities ("All 

records in the possession, custody or control of Imperial College London ...").   

 

There are no separate "parts" to my request.  The remainder of my Description of 

Requested Records was clarification of my 1 request.   

 

I did not request a "directory" or a "document listing every resource on this topic produced 

by “anyone, ever, anywhere”", or "a record of every document that has ever been 

downloaded or printed by staff or students of the College", or that anyone "create 

information" for me. 

 

As you acknowledge, the Act provides a right to access existing records held by public 

authorities and exempts information if it is already reasonably accessible to the requester.  

To my knowledge, no responsive records exist; obviously a requester cannot reasonably 

access records when, to their knowledge, those records do not even exist.     

 

Further, I remind you that Section 1 of the Act states: 

 

General right of access to information held by public authorities.  

 

(1) Any person making a request for information to a public authority is entitled— 

   (a) to be informed in writing by the public authority whether it holds information of 

the description specified in the request, and 

   (b) if that is the case, to have that information communicated to him.  

 

Thus the College has a “duty to confirm or deny” and you are presently in violation of that 

duty.   

 

Therefore, I look forward to a response from the College that is in accordance with  the Act. 

 

https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/


Thank you and best wishes, 

Christine 

 

 

 

On Fri, Mar 12, 2021 at 12:07 PM IMPFOI <foi@imperial.ac.uk> wrote: 

Dear Ms Massey,  

Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act request, which was as follows:   

All records in the possession, custody or control of Imperial College London 

describing the isolation of any variant ("new" or "old") of the alleged "SARS-COV-2" 

/ "COVID-19 virus", directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the 

patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material 

(i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).   

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act 

of separating a thing(s) from everything else. I am not requesting records where 

"isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to: 

 the culturing of something, and/or 

 the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), and/or  

 the sequencing of something.  

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by 

Imperial College London or that pertain to work done at/by Imperial College 

London. Rather, my request includes any record matching the above description, for 

example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by 

anyone, anywhere, ever that has been downloaded or printed by Imperial College 

London.   

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently 

available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each 

record so that I may identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), 

date, journal, where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where possible.  

Part of your request is asking Imperial College to locate for you and then compile a 

directory of all scientific papers on the isolation of the COVID-19 virus where the patient 

sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material. In addition, you 

have asked the college for details of “any published peer-reviewed study authored by 

anyone, anywhere, ever that has been downloaded or printed by Imperial College London”. 
Imperial College does not hold a directory or document listing every resource on this topic 

produced by “anyone, ever, anywhere”. Neither do we hold a record of every document 

that has ever been downloaded or printed by staff or students of the College. The Freedom 

of Information Act provides a right to access existing records held by public authorities; it 

mailto:foi@imperial.ac.uk


does not extend to a right to have public authorities create information in order to respond 

to requests.   

Scientific papers on this topic produced by Imperial College or others are generally in the 

public domain and thus already accessible to you. Information is exempt from the Freedom 

of Information Act (Section 21) if it is already reasonably accessible to the requester. You 

can view Imperial College COVID-19 publications (which will contain references to other 

published papers where relevant) on our website.  

If you are unhappy with the way that we have handled your request, you can ask us to 

conduct a review. Please make your representation in writing within 40 days of the date 

you received this response. If you remain dissatisfied with how Imperial College has 

handled your request, you may then approach the Information Commissioner’s Office.     

Yours,  

Freedom of Information Team 

Imperial College London  

 

 

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/covid-19-publications/
https://ico.org.uk/your-data-matters/official-information/
http://www.imperial.ac.uk/


 



 





 



https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/documents_held_showing_sars_cov2_2 - 

incoming-1670059 

 

 

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/documents_held_showing_sars_cov2_2#incoming-1670059
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/documents_held_showing_sars_cov2_2#incoming-1670059


 



 



 



 



 
 

 



Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI Request - University of Warwick - F352.20-21
infocompliance, Resource <infocompliance@warwick.ac.uk> Tue, May 4, 2021 at 9:01 AM
To: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Christine

Thank you for your email dated 03 April 2021 requesting information from the University of Warwick under the
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Please find below your request and the University’s response.

FOI Request

Description of Requested Records:

All studies or reports in the possession, custody or control of University of Warwick Postdoctoral Researcher
Joseph Healey,  or  Dr.  Nick Waterfield  (Warwick Medical  School),  or  any health or  science department  /
administrator at the University of Warwick  describing the purification of  "SARS-COV-2" aka "COVID-19 virus"
(including any "variants") (via maceration, filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some
people as "isolation"), directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first
combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum). 

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to  purify the suspected "virus" and
instead:

cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or
performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture, or
on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or
sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance, and/or
produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things.

Clarifications re the above Request

For clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells in order to
replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells. 

Further, I am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting
records  that  describe  its  purification  (separation  from everything  else  in  the  patient  sample,  as  per  standard
laboratory practices for the purification of other small things). 

Please also note that my request is  not limited  to records that were authored by someone at  the University of
Warwick or  that  pertain  to  work done at/by the University  of  Warwick.   Rather,  my request  includes any record
matching the above description,  for example (but not limited to) a published peer-reviewed study (authored by
anyone, anywhere) that has been downloaded or printed by a scientist or administrator at the University of Warwick
and relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus".

An appropriate time-frame for the records search would be from the date of the first "COVID-19 cases" in China until

Gmail - FOI Request - University of Warwick - F352.20-21 https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=all...
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the day on which the records search is commenced.

Please note that to my knowledge no such records exist, and I am unable to access records that to my knowledge do
not exist.   Therefore, if  any records matching the above description of  requested records are in the possession,
custody or control of Joseph Healey or Dr. Waterfield or any health or science department or administrator at the
University of Warwick and are currently available to the public, please provide enough information about each record
so that I may identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may
access it).  Please provide URLs where possible.

Response

Section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 imposes a duty on public authorities to inform the
requester whether or not the information requested is held. The University can confirm that neither Joseph
Healey nor Dr Nick Waterfield have worked on eukaryotic viruses in the way you describe, specifically SARS-
COV-2. As such, the University does not hold the requested information.

I trust that this information will be helpful to you, however, should you be dissatisfied with the way in which your
request has been handled you can request an internal review within one month of our response and, in the first
instance, you are advised to follow the procedure outlined here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/legalservices/
freedomofinformation/foi/publicguidelines

If you remain dissatisfied with how your request has been handled, you have a right to appeal to the Information
Commissioner at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Walter Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF
(0303 123 1113) (https://ico.org.uk/).

Yours sincerely,

Jane Furze
Director, Marketing and Communications, Regional Strategy and Warwick Institute of Engagement
University House | Kirby Corner Road | CV4 8UW | Coventry | UK | Strategy Group

Gmail - FOI Request - University of Warwick - F352.20-21 https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=all...
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Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 

Department of Health and Community Services 

 

P.O. Box 8700, St. John’s, NL, Canada  A1B 4J6  t 709.729.3124  f  709.729.0121 

 
February 12, 2021                                                 COR/2021/140051 
 
Dear Applicant: 
 
Re:  Your request for access to information under Part II of the Access to Information and 

Protection of Privacy Act, 2015 [Our File #: HCS/015/2021] 
 
On February 3, 2021, the Department of Health and Community Services (the Department) received 
your request for access to the following records:  

 
“All records and communications in the possession, custody or control of the Public 

Health NL, Health department, Health and Community Services, describing the 

isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a sample taken from a diseased 

patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of 

genetic material(i.e monkey kidney cells, aka VERO cells, liver cancer cells). Please 

note that Iam using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of 

separating a thing(s) from everything else. Iam NOT requesting records where 

"isolation" of SARS-COV-2 refers instead to: -the culturing of something -the 

performance of an amplification test(i.e a PCR test), or - the sequencing of something 

My request includes any sort of records , for example(but not limited to) any 

published peer reviewed study that Public health NL considered , downloaded or 

printed about the isolation of Sars-Cov2.” 
 

Please be advised that the Department does not have records responsive to your request.  
 
The Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 2015 (the “Act”) requires us to provide an 
advisory response within 10 days of receiving the request. As this request has been completed prior 
to day 10, this letter also serves as our Advisory Response. 
 
Please be advised that you may ask the Information and Privacy Commissioner to review the 
processing of your access request, as set out in section 42 of the Act. A request to the Commissioner 
must be made in writing within 15 business days of the date of this letter or within a longer period 
that may be allowed by the Commissioner. 
 
The address and contact information of the Information and Privacy Commissioner is as follows: 
 

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner  
2 Canada Drive 
P. O. Box 13004, Stn. A 
St. John’s, NL. A1B 3V8 
Telephone: (709) 729-6309 
Toll-Free: 1-877-729-6309 
Facsimile: (709) 729-6500 

 



 
     

Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 

Department of Health and Community Services 

 

P.O. Box 8700, St. John’s, NL, Canada  A1B 4J6  t 709.729.3124  f  709.729.0121 

You may also appeal directly to the Supreme Court Trial Division within 15 business days after you 
receive the decision of the public body, pursuant to section 52 of the Act. 
 
Please be advised that responsive records will be published following a 72 hour period after the 
response is sent electronically to you or five business days in the case where records are mailed to 
you. It is the goal to have the responsive records posted to the Completed Access to Information  
 
Requests website within one business day following the applicable period of time. Please note that 
requests for personal information will not be posted online. If you have any further questions, please 
contact the undersigned.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Departmental Liaison 
/Enclosures  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National Research Council Conseil national de recherches 
Canada Canada 
 
ATIP Office 
1200 Montreal Road 
Building M-55 

Bureau de l’AIPRP 
1200 chemin Montréal 
Édifice M-55 

Ottawa, Canada  Ottawa, Canada 
K1A 0R6   K1A 0R6 
ATIP.AIPRP@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca  

 
July 14, 2020 Our file: A2020-0010 

        PROTECTED 
 
Christine  Massey, M.Sc. 
#221 - 93 George St. S. 
Brampton,  ON 
L6Y 1P4 
 
Dear Christine Massey: 
 
This letter is in response to the request you made to the National Research Council 
(NRC) under the Access to Information Act for records pertaining to:  
 

“All records in the possession, custody or control of the National Research 
Council of Canada (NRC) describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, 
directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient 
sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material 
(i.e. monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; liver cancer cells).   

 
Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: 
the act of separating a thing(s) from everything else.  I am not requesting 
records where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to: 

• the culturing of something, or 
• the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  
• the sequencing of something.  

 
Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were 
authored by the NRC or that pertain to work done by the NRC.  My request 
includes any sort of record, for example (but not limited to) any published 
peer-reviewed study that the NRC has downloaded or printed.  

 
If any records match the above description of requested records and are 
currently available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough 
information about each record so that I may identify and access each 
record with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public 
may access it).”  

  
Your request was received by the NRC on June 13, 2020, and your application fee was 
received and processed on June 19, 2020.  
 
A thorough search of NRC’s records has now been completed, and we regret to inform 
you that no records responsive to your request were identified. 
 

  

 



2/Massey 

Please note that in the processing of your request, NRC’s Access to Information and 
Privacy (ATIP) Office confirmed that it was not possible to generate a list of publications 
as specified within the above-cited text.  Specific details regarding access to publications 
by NRC researchers have not been centrally documented by NRC’s Human Health 
Therapeutics Research Centre, nor by the Library team responsible for NRC’s electronic 
collections and journal subscriptions. 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response, you are entitled to file a complaint with the 
Information Commissioner of Canada within 60 days (https://www.oic-
ci.gc.ca/en/submitting-complaint) after the day on which you will have received this 
letter. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

2020-07-14

X Maria Krioutchkova

Signed by: Krioutchkova, Maria  
 
Maria Krioutchkova 
ATIP Coordinator 
 



 

 

 
 

  Our File – Notre référence 

  A-2020-00064 / RK 
  

Your File – Votre référence 

   
 
October 8, 2020 
 
Ms. Christine Massey 
221 - 93 George St. S. 
Brampton, ON L6Y 1P4 
 
Dear Ms. Massey: 
 
I am replying to your access request made under the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act (the Act), for the following information: 
 

All records describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a 
sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first 
combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka 
vero cells; liver cancer cells).   
  
Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act 
of separating a thing(s) from everything else.  I am not requesting records where 
"isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to 
•the culturing of something (i.e. the culturing of supernatant in vero cells), or 
•the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test on a patient sample 
adulterated with an enzyme to release genetic material from cells), or  
•the sequencing of something.  
[If any records match the above description of requested records and are 
currently available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information 
about each record so that the public may identify and access each record with 
certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may access it).]  
  
Format:  
Pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not want anything shipped to me. 

 
This is to inform you that no responsive records were located.  A reasonable search of 
the ministry was conducted, and no responsive records were found. Dr. David C. 
Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health, is responsible for this decision.   

                         …/2 

Ministry of Health 
Ministry of Long-
Term Care 

 Ministère de la Santé Ministère des 
Soins de longue durée 

  
Access, Privacy & Corporate 
Information  
Corporate Services Division 
99 Adesso Drive, Floor 1 
Concord, ON  L4K 3C7 

Accès à l'information, protection de la  
vie privée et l'information ministérielle 
Division des services ministériels 
99, conduire Adesso, 1e etage 
Concord, ON  L4K 3C7 
 

  
Telephone : 416-327-7040 
Facsimile : 416-327-7044 

Téléphone : 416-327-7040 
Télécopieur : 416-327-7044 



- 2 - 
 

 

The cost for the search in accordance to Regulation 460 are minimal and have been 
waived under section 57(4) of the Act. 
 
You may wish to contact Public Health Ontario and Sunnybrook Hospital as they may 
have records responsive to your request.  They may be reached at: 
 

Public Health Ontario 
661 University Avenue, Suite 1701 

Toronto, ON M5G 1M1 
privacy@oahpp.ca 

 
Sunnybrook Hospital 
Chief Privacy Officer 

Sunnybrook Privacy Office 
2075 Bayview Avenue, Room G326 

Toronto, Ontario M4N 3M5 
privacy@sunnybrook.ca 

 
You may request a review of this decision by the Information and Privacy Commissioner 
2 Bloor Street East, Suite 1400, Toronto ON M4W 1A8. Please note that you have 30 
days from the date of this letter to request a review.  In the event that you do seek a 
review, please provide the Commissioner’s Office with: 
 

1. The request file number:  A-2020-00064 / RK 
2. A copy of this decision letter. 
3. A copy of your original request. 
4. A cheque or money order in the amount of $25.00 payable to the Minister of 

Finance. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 647-201-3015. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rachel Kukulewich 
Consultant, Access and Privacy  

mailto:privacy@oahpp.ca
mailto:privacy@sunnybrook.ca


Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Salvaterra MFIPPA request - you have 30 days to respond - failure to respond will
be interpreted as "no records" and made public
Larry Stinson <lstinson@peterboroughpublichealth.ca> Tue, May 18, 2021 at 5:10 PM
To: "cmssyc@gmail.com" <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Dear Ms. Massey,

I am in receipt of your MFIPPA Request sent via email to Dr. Rosana Salvaterra on May 16, 2021. As the Privacy
Officer responsible for MFIPPA at Peterborough Public Health, I provide the following response.

Peterborough Public Health has no records in relation to your request. Local public health agencies in Ontario are
responsible for adherence to the Health Protection and Promotion and implementation of the Ontario Public Health
Standards and related protocols as set by the Ministry of Health. Scientific advice is provided by Public Health
Ontario. We do not work directly with patient samples related SARS-COV-2 or analysis of these samples.

Larry Stinson, Hons. B.Sc., MPA
Director of Operations
Jackson Square, 185 King Street Peterborough, ON K9J 2R8
P: 705-743-1000, ext. 255 7F: 705-743-2897
www.peterboroughpublichealth.ca
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook & Instagram @Ptbohealth

-----Original Message-----
From: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 16, 2021 12:28 PM
To: Rosana Salvaterra <rsalvaterra@peterboroughpublichealth.ca>; Info Mail <info@peterboroughpublichealth.ca>
Cc: mayordtherrien@peterborough.ca
Subject: Salvaterra MFIPPA request - you have 30 days to respond - failure to respond will be interpreted as "no
records" and made public

WARNING:  This email did not originate from an internal source. Do not open attachments or click on links unless you
know it is safe. ONLY if you suspect this is a phishing or fraudulent email, please forward it to IT’s dedicated account
for suspicious emails.

May 16, 2021

To:
Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator and Dr. Rosana Salvaterra Peterborough Public Health
10 Hospital Drive
Peterborough, ON K9J 8M1

and/or
Jackson Square,

185 King Street
Peterborough, ON  K9J2R8

Submitted via email to: info@peterboroughpublichealth.ca <mailto:info@peterboroughpublichealth.ca> ;
info@peterboroughpublichealth.ca <mailto:info@peterboroughpublichealth.ca>

Dear Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator and Dr. Rosana Salvaterra,

Gmail - Salvaterra MFIPPA request - you have 30 days to respond - failur... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=all...

1 of 3 5/21/2021, 11:04 AM



This is a formal request for access to general records, made under the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA) due to COVID-19-related harassment of the public by agents of Peterborough
Police Service and the City of Peterborough.

A failure to respond within 30 days as required under MFIPPA will be interpreted as "no records" and made public.

Description of Requested Records:

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of Dr. Rosana Salvaterra, or any Peterborough Public
Health staff member responsible for "COVID-19" research/monitoring/decisions/policies/recommendations, describing
the purification of any "COVID-19 virus" (aka "SARS-COV-2", including any alleged "variants" i.e. "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351",
"P.1") (via maceration, filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some people as "isolation"),
directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other
source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus" from a
patient sample and instead:

*       cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or
*       performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture, or
on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or

*       fabricated a genome based on alignment/assembly/trimming/editing of thousands/millions of PCR-detected
sequences in the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance, and/or

*       produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things in a cell culture.

Clarification of Request

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells in order to
replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells.

Further, I am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting
records that describe its purification (separation from everything else in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory
practices for the purification of other very small things).

Please also note that my request includes any study/report matching the above description, for example (but not
limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere since December 2019 and relied on by
Dr. Rosana Salvaterra and/or Peterborough Public Health as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" circulating in
humans.

Please note that despite the fact that purification is an essential <https://www.torstenengelbrecht.com/en/home/>  (but
not sufficient) step in proving the existence of a disease-causing "virus", as of today 58 institutions globally have all
failed to provide or cite any such records, therefore to my knowledge no such records exist and if they do exist I
cannot access them until I am provided a citation or URL.

Therefore in the interest of transparency and in accordance with the purposes of MFIPPA, if any records match the
above description of requested records and are currently available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough
information about each record so that I may identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date,
journal, where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where possible.

Gmail - Salvaterra MFIPPA request - you have 30 days to respond - failur... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=all...
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Salvaterra MFIPPA request - you have 30 days to respond - failure to respond will
be interpreted as "no records" and made public
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Thu, May 20, 2021 at 9:39 PM
To: Larry Stinson <lstinson@peterboroughpublichealth.ca>

Thank you Mr. Stinson.

Would it be possible for you to please provide the response in a formal dated and signed letter with a file number?

Thank you and best wishes,
Christine
[Quoted text hidden]
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Provincial Health Services Authority  

1333 West Broadway, Vancouver, British Columbia  V6H 1G9  Canada – TEL 604-675-7400  WEB www.phsa.ca 

4) All records in the possession, custody or control of "Provincial Health Services 
Authority" that describe or list or explain the gold standard(s) used in assessments of 
"COVID-19" antibody tests used in British Columbia.  
 
5) All records in the possession and custody of “Provincial Health Services Authority” 
detailing the PCR testing and subsequent cycle threshold used to conduct PCR 
testing throughout British Columbia.  

 
 
Phase One Response 
 

Concerning part 1 of the Request:  
 
After consulting with individuals at BC Centre for Disease Control no records were found in 
response to this part of your request. 
 
   

Phase Two & Notice of Time Extension 
 

The remainder of the Request, parts 2 through 5, will follow under separate cover under 
this file #: F21-0903. 
 
Phase Two requires searching through a large number of records and doing so within the 
current time limits of your Request would unreasonably interfere with the operations of 
PHSA. Section 10(1)(b)  of the Act allows for a public body to extend the time limit for its 
response by an additional 30 business days in a circumstance like this. 
 
The revised response date for your request is March 19, 2021. 
 
Section 10(1)(b) of the Act states: 
 
Extending the time limit for responding  
10 (1) The head of a public body may extend the time for responding to a request for up to 
30 days if one or more of the following apply:  
 

[…] 
 
(b) a large number of records are requested or must be searched and meeting the 
time limit would unreasonably interfere with the operations of the public body; 

 
A copy of the Act is available online at: 
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/96165_00 

 
Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia 

 

The Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia (the “OIPC”) 
is the regulator of access and privacy laws in the province. If you have a concern with any 
decision in the processing of the Request you have the right to request a review of PHSA’s 
decision from the OIPC. For ease of reference, information about the OIPC is included in 
Appendix A of this letter.  
 

http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/96165_00


Provincial Health Services Authority  

1333 West Broadway, Vancouver, British Columbia  V6H 1G9  Canada – TEL 604-675-7400  WEB www.phsa.ca 

Additionally, should you have any questions about this letter, please contact the author at 
Megan.Williams@phsa.ca or (604) 317-0955. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Megan Williams 
Freedom of Information Advisor 
Information Access & Privacy Services 
Provincial Health Services Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Megan.Williams@phsa.ca


Provincial Health Services Authority  

1333 West Broadway, Vancouver, British Columbia  V6H 1G9  Canada – TEL 604-675-7400  WEB www.phsa.ca 

Appendix A: How to Request a Review 

 

Under section 52 of the Act, you may request a review by the Office of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner (OIPC) of any decision, action or failure to act by PHSA in 
responding to your request. 

 

If you wish to request a review, you must contact the OIPC in writing within 30 business 
days of your receipt of this letter and provide the OIPC with: 

1. Your name, address and telephone number; 
2. A copy of the original request that you sent; 
3. A copy of this letter; and  
4. The reasons or grounds upon which you are requesting the review. 

All inquiries should be directed to:  

 

By Mail: 

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia  
PO Box 9038, Stn. Prov. Govt. 
Victoria, BC 
V8W 9A4 
 
By Email: info@oipc.bc.ca  
 
By Tel: (250) 387-5629 
By Fax: (250) 387-1696 
 

Callers outside Victoria can contact the office toll-free by calling Enquiry BC at 1-
800-663-7867 and requesting a transfer to (250) 387-5629. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@oipc.bc.ca


Freedom of Information Request SARS-COV-2 New Virus Variant 

 
Salvatore Vetro <salvatorevetro11@gmail.com> Thu, Dec 31, 2020 at 6:33 PM 
To: privacyandfoi@phsa.ca 

December 31, 2020           

To: Provincial Health Services Authority  -  Email: privacyandfoi@phsa.ca 
Provincial Health Services, 

200 - 1333 West Broadway, 

Vancouver, BC 

V6H 4C1 

 

Attn: Senior Director, Information Access & Privacy Services 

 

This is a formal request made under   

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF 

PRIVACY ACT 

[RSBC 1996] CHAPTER 165 

Description of Requested Records: 

All records in the possession, custody or control of  Provincial Health Services 

Authority that:  

 describe the isolation of the [alleged] genetic variant of the [alleged] virus that 

[allegedly] causes [the alleged disease referred to as] COVID-19 [allegedly] 

identified in the United Kingdom, directly from a sample taken from a 

diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any 

other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; fetal 

bovine serum).   

 

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the 

act of separating a thing(s) from everything else.  I am not requesting records 

where "isolation" refers instead to: 

the culturing of something, or 

the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  

the sequencing of something. 

mailto:privacyandfoi@phsa.ca
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+-+1333+West+Broadway,+%0D%0A++++++++Vancouver,+BC+%0D%0A++++++++V6H+4C1?entry=gmail&source=g


 describe the discovery (not manufacture / fabrication / creation / assembly 

/ alignment / trimming / mapping) of the alleged genome for this alleged 

particular new variant of coronavirus; 

 describe how this alleged new variant of coronavirus relates to the alleged 

"SARS-COV-2"; 

 include any additional analysis/investigation into this alleged "new variant". 

 

Please note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by agents of  

Provincial Health Services Authority, or to records that pertain to work done by 

agents of the Provincial Health Services Authority; it includes any sort of record, 

authored by anyone, anywhere, ever.  

If any records match the above descriptions of requested records and are currently 

available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each 

record so that I may identify and access each record with certainty (i.e. author; title; 

date; publisher); please provide URLs where possible.  

Format:  

URLs and/or pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be 

shipped to me. 

Contact Information: 

Last Name:  

First Name:  

Address:  

Email:  

Thank you in advance and best wishes. 

 

Happy New Year 
 

 







 
 

Access to Information and Privacy Division 
7th Floor, Suite 700, Holland Cross - Tower B 
1600 Scott Street, (Mail Stop: 3107A) 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0K9 

…/2 

Our file: PHAC-A-2020-000110 / TTL 

 
Christine Massey 
21 Keystone Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4C 1G9 
 
 
Dear Christine Massey: 
 
This is in follow-up to our response, December 28, 2020 to your request made under the 
Access to Information Act (the Act) for the following information: 
 

All records in the possession, custody or control of the Public Health Agency 
of Canada (PHAC) describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly 
from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was 
not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey 
kidney cells aka vero cells; liver cancer cells).  
 
Please note that {I am} using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: 
the act of separating a thing(s) from everything else. {I am} not requesting 
records where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to: 
·  the culturing of something, or 
·  the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  
·  the sequencing of something.  
Please also note that {my} request is not limited to records that were authored 
by the PHAC or that pertain to work done by PHAC. {My} request includes 
any sort of record, for example (but not limited to) any published peer-
reviewed study that PHAC has downloaded or printed.  
Clarification: 
Date range of request is January 1, 2020 until June 15, 2020 
 

 
As requested, The Public Health Agency of Canada has further discussed with the 
program area and requested clarification of the records that were provided in response to 
the request above.  
 
Your request has resulted in a “No Records Exist”, because of the way that you have 
formulated your request. The isolation of the virus is not completed without the use of 
another medium, therefore we have no records that would show this process taking place. 
It is important to understand the following: The gold standard assay used to determine the 
presence of intact virus in patient samples is viral isolation in cell culture. With this 
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assay, if virus is present in the patient sample, it will multiply and produce visible 
cytopathic effects, which means that infected cells demonstrate visible changes. 
Additionally, the detection of an increase in the genetic viral material by PCR further 
confirms that intact virus is present in the patient sample, since increasing viral genetic 
material necessitates replication of the viral within the cell culture. This technique was 
successfully used to confirm that intact SARS-COV-2 was present in Canadian patient 
samples as evidenced in the material provided. In the case of SARS-COV-2 isolation, 
Vero cells combined with minimal essential medium (MEM) were used because they are 
essential to support viral replication and cell growth. This combination supports the 
growth of other coronavirus types and was successful in the case of SARS-CoV-2 as well 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns about the processing of your request, please 
do not hesitate to contact Tammy Turpin-Loyer, the analyst responsible for this file, by 
email at tammy.turpin-loyer@canada.ca with reference to our file number cited above. 
 
Please be advised that you are entitled to complain to the Office of the Information 
Commissioner of Canada concerning the processing of your request within 60 days of the 
receipt of this notice. In the event you decide to avail yourself of this right, your notice of 
complaint can be made online at: https://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/en/submitting-complaint or by 
mail to: 
 

Office of the Information Commissioner of Canada 
30 Victoria Street 
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 1H3 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christine Smith 
Team Leader 
Access to Information and Privacy Division 
 

Digitally signed by Smith, 
Christine N
DN: C=CA, O=GC, OU=HC-SC, 
CN="Smith, Christine N"
Reason: I am the author of this 
document
Location: your signing location 
here
Date: 2021-02-02 07:13:42
Foxit PhantomPDF Version: 9.7.0

Smith, 
Christine 

N

https://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/en/submitting-complaint






April 16, 2021 

 

To: 

Toronto Police Service  

Access & Privacy Section, RMS  

40 College Street  

Toronto ON M5G 2J3  

 

Dear Freedom of Information Officer,  

 

This is a formal request for access to general records, made under the Municipal Freedom of 

Information and Protection of Privacy Act due to enforcement by members of Toronto Police 

Service of unlawful "COVID-19" restrictions.  

 

Description of Requested Records: 

 

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of Toronto Police Service 

describing the purification of any "COVID-19 virus" (including "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1" and any 

other "variant") (via maceration, filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred to at 

times by some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, 

where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. 

monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).   

 

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the 

suspected "virus" from a patient sample and instead: 

 cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or 

 performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or 

from a cell culture, or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or  

 sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any 

unpurified substance, and/or  

 produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things. 

Clarification of Request 

 

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" 

requires host cells in order to replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the 

replication of a "virus" without host cells.   

 

Further, I am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; I am 

simply requesting records that describe its purification (separation from everything else in the 

patient sample, as per standard laboratory practices for the purification of other small things).   

 

Please also note that my request includes any study/report matching the above description, for 

example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere 

since December 2019 and relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus".  

 



If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to 

the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I may 

identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public 

may access it). Please provide URLs where possible. 

 
 

Format:  

Pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be shipped to me.  

 

Contact Information: 

Last name: Massey 

First name: Christine 

Address: 580 Fagan Avenue, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada K9J 4J1  

Phone: 905-965-6254 

Email: cmssyc@gmail.com 

 

Application Fee 

I will submit the $5 application fee by mail.  

 

Thank you in advance and best wishes, 

Christine Massey, M.Sc.  

 

 

mailto:cmssyc@gmail.com
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In addition, you must send an appeal fee to the Commissioner’s office.  If your request was for your 
personal information, the appeal fee is $10.00.  The appeal fee for all other requests for 
information is $25.00.  Please include the fee in your letter of appeal in the form of either a 
cheque or a money order made payable to the Minister of Finance. 

If you would like to appeal this decision, please provide the Commissioner’s office with the 
following: 

(a) the file number listed at the beginning of this letter;
(b) a copy of this decision letter;
(c) a copy of the original request for information which you sent to this

institution; and
(d) the reasons why you believe the records exist. (if the decision was that no

records exist).

Yours truly, 

Mr. P. McGee 
Coordinator 
Access and Privacy Section 
Toronto Police Service 

PM:jm 

(File No.: 21-1052) 

*NOTE: 'Decision' in this context does not refer to a review of the opinions/contents/conclusions
of records examined or material contained in the documents provided, but to the determination
to grant or withhold access to all or portions of records.



December 31, 2020           

 

To: Vancouver Coastal Health Authority  -  Email: foi@vch.ca 

VCH Freedom of Information Office 

11th Floor, 601 West Broadway, 

Vancouver, BC 

V5Z 4C2 

 

Dear Access to Information Clerk, 

 

This is a formal request made under   

 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT 

[RSBC 1996] CHAPTER 165 

Description of Requested Records: 

  

All records in the possession, custody or control of   Vancouver Coastal Health Authority  that: 

  

1. describe the isolation of the [alleged] genetic variant of the [alleged] virus that 

[allegedly] causes [the alleged disease referred to as] COVID-19 [allegedly] identified in 

the United Kingdom, directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the 

patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. 

monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; fetal bovine serum).   

 

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of 

separating a thing(s) from everything else.  I am not requesting records where 

"isolation" refers instead to: 

 the culturing of something, or 

 the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  

 the sequencing of something. 

1. describe the discovery (not manufacture / fabrication / creation / assembly / 

alignment / trimming / mapping) of the alleged genome for this alleged particular new 

variant of coronavirus; 

mailto:foi@vch.ca
https://www.google.com/maps/search/601+West+Broadway,+%0D%0A++++++++++++Vancouver,+BC+%0D%0A++++++++++++V5Z+4C2?entry=gmail&source=g


2. describe how this alleged new variant of coronavirus relates to the alleged "SARS-COV-

2"; 

3. include any additional analysis/investigation into this alleged "new variant". 

  

Please note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by agents of   

Vancouver Coastal Health Authority, or to records that pertain to work done by agents of the 

Vancouver Coastal Health Authority; it includes any sort of record, authored by anyone, 

anywhere, ever.  

  

If any records match the above descriptions of requested records and are currently available to 

the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I may 

identify and access each record with certainty (i.e. author; title; date; publisher); ple ase provide 

URLs where possible.  

Format:  

URLs and/or pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be shipped to 

me. 

  

Contact Information: 

Last Name: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

First Name: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Address: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Email: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Happy New Year 

 





September 4, 2020 

Christine Massey 

221-93 George St. S. 

Brampton ON  L6Y 1P4  via email: cmssyc@gmail.com

Dear Ms. Massey, 

Re: Access to Information Request 2020-006 

Thank you for your access to information request received DATE, requesting access to: 

All records in the possession, custody or control of the Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization-

International Vaccine Centre (VIDO-InterVac) describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from 

a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other 

source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; lung cells from a lung cancer patient).  

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of separating a thing(s) 

from everything else.  I am not requesting records where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to: 

 the culturing of something, or 

 the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  

 the sequencing of something.  

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by the VIDO-InterVac or that 

pertain to work done by the VIDO-InterVac.  My request includes any sort of record, for example (but not 

limited to) any published peer-reviewed study that the VIDO-InterVac has downloaded or printed.  

This is to advise you that the record(s) you wish to access do not exist. For your information, this 

notification has been provided pursuant to clause 7(2)(e) of The Local Authority Freedom of Information 

and Protection of Privacy Act. If you would like to request a review of this decision, you may  do so by 

completeing a “Request for Review” form and forwarding it to the Saskatchewan Information and 

Privacy Commssioner within one year of this notice. Your completed form can be sent to 503-1801 

Hamilton Street, Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P 4B4 or webmaster@oipc.sk.ca. This form is available from 

this office or online at www.oipc.sk.ca.  

If you have questions or concerns, please contact the writer at rayelle.johnston@usask.ca. 

Sincerely,  

Rayelle Johnston 

Access and Privacy Officer 

mailto:cmssyc@gmail.com
mailto:webmaster@oipc.sk.ca
http://www.oipc.sk.ca/
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI request to Chief Zvonko Horvat / Alymer Police re: "COVID-19 virus"
purification
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Sun, May 16, 2021 at 10:38 AM
To: zhorvat@aylmerpolice.com

May 16, 2021

To:

Zvonko Horvat
Alymer Chief of Police
Alymer Police Station
20 Beech St. E
Aylmer, ON N5H 3H6

Dear Chief Horvat,

This is a formal request for access to general records, made under the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.

Description of Requested Records:

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of yourself, Chief  Zvonko Horvat, or Alymer Police
Services describing the purification of any "COVID-19 virus" (aka "SARS-COV-2", including any alleged "variants"
i.e. "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1") (via maceration, filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by
some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not
first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum). 

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus" from a
patient sample and instead:

cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or
performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture,
or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or
fabricated a genome based on PCR-detected sequences in the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell
culture or from any unpurified substance, and/or
produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things in a cell cuture.

Clarification of Request

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells in order to
replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells. 

Further, I am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting
records that describe its purification (separation from everything else in the patient sample, as per standard
laboratory practices for the purification of other very small things). 

Please also note that my request includes any study/report matching the above description, for example (but not
limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere since December 2019 and relied on
by yourself, Chief Zvonko Horvat, as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" circulating in humans and justifying the
closure of the Church of God.

Please note that despite the fact that purification is an essential (but not sufficient) step in proving the existence of a
disease-causing "virus", as of today 58 institutions globally (including Health Canada and the Public Health Agency of
Canada) have all failed to provide or cite any such records, therefore to my knowledge no such records exist and if
they do exist I cannot access them until I am provided a citation or URL.
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI request to Chief Zvonko Horvat / Alymer Police re: "COVID-19 virus"
purification
Chief Zvonko Horvat <zhorvat@aylmerpolice.com> Mon, May 17, 2021 at 9:52 AM
To: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Your request is be�er suited to go to the medical experts! They will have all the medical data you need to educate
yourself on the harm, test studies, variances and where you can get vaccina�on to protect yourself from harm!   

[Quoted text hidden]

May 16, 2021

[Quoted text hidden]

[Quoted text hidden]

Format:

[Quoted text hidden]
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI request to Chief Zvonko Horvat / Alymer Police re: "COVID-19 virus"
purification
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Tue, May 18, 2021 at 11:10 AM
To: Chief Zvonko Horvat <zhorvat@aylmerpolice.com>

Dear Chief Horvat,

Thank you, I realize this, but I have already FOI'd 20 Canadian institutions (including 5 that had publicly claimed to
have "isolated the virus") and none of them had any record of isolation/purification of this alleged virus from a patient
sample by anyone in the world.  Their responses are here:

Thus far (May 7, 2021) 20 Canadian institutions have provided their responses: Public Health Agency of Canada,
Health Canada, the National Research Council of Canada, Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization-
International Vaccine Centre (VIDO-InterVac), Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council of Canada, Ontario Ministry of Health, Institut National de Sante Publique du
Quebec, British Columbia’s Provincial Health Services Authority (2 responses, 1 re “SARS-COV-2, 1 re “the UK
variant”), Vancouver Coastal Health Authority (re “the UK variant”), Newfoundland Labrador Department of
Health & Community Services, McGill University, the City of Toronto, the Region of Peel (Ontario), KFL&A
Public Health (Kingston, Frontenac, Lennox and Addington, Ontario, re “any variant”), Grey Bruce Health Services,
the University of Toronto, Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, McMaster University and Mount Sinai Hospital
(Toronto) (note that researchers from the last 4 institutions had publicly claimed to have “isolated the virus”, as had
VIDO-Intervac).

Thirty-eight FOI'd institutions in 14 other countries also all failed to provide or cite any such record.

The typical excuses are that "the virus" is there, but there's too little of it to find, even with an electron microscope!  Of
course, if they cannot find "the virus" in any patient sample they are only assuming that "it" is there.  They say that it's
necessary to let "the virus" replicate again, by adding a patient sample to malnourished, poisoned monkey kidney
cells that are also contaminated with fetal bovine serum.  And when the monkey cells exhibit cytopathic effects, they
say that this is proof of "the virus", and they call their man-made concoction "virus isolate".

They also say that viruses can only be found within a cell, which contradicts the claim that "the virus" is transmitted
from person to person.

I can tell you with 100% confidence that there is no logical, scientific evidence that this alleged virus actually exists;
the tests and diagnoses are 100% fraudulent; people have gotten sick and died as they do every year but not because
of a "COVID-19 virus".  Hence I am especially concerned about the worldwide harm that is being caused by
lockdowns, social distancing, masking, etc.

I'm sorry to bother you, but I do require a proper response to my MFIPPA request.  You could either transfer the
request to another institution or state that you and Alymer Police Services have no responsive records - I believe
those are your only 2 options that are in accordance with MFIPPA.

Thank you and best wishes,

Christine

[Quoted text hidden]
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI request to Chief Zvonko Horvat / Alymer Police re: "COVID-19 virus"
purification
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Fri, Jun 4, 2021 at 3:35 PM
To: Chief Zvonko Horvat <zhorvat@aylmerpolice.com>, ecampbell@aylmerpolice.com

Dear Chief Horvat and Ms. Campbell,

Regarding Ms. Campbell's letter to me dated May 26, 2021, which was mailed to my home (see attached) along with
my cheque for the MFIPPA application fee:

As noted in my last email to Chief Horvat, I do require a proper response to my MFIPPA request, and I believe that
your only 2 options that are in accordance with MFIPPA are to either transfer the request to another institution or state
that Aylmer Police Service has no responsive records.

Simply returning an applicant's cheque doesn't appear to be one of your options. 

18 ...

Request to be forwarded

(2) The head of an institution that receives a request for access to a record that the institution does not have in
its custody or under its control shall make reasonable inquiries to determine whether another institution
has custody or control of the record, and, if the head determines that another institution has custody
or control of the record, the head shall within fifteen days after the request is received,

(a) forward the request to the other institution; and

(b) give written notice to the person who made the request that it has been forwarded to the other
institution.

Notice by head

19 Where a person requests access to a record, the head of the institution to which the request is made or if a
request is forwarded or transferred under section 18, the head of the institution to which it is forwarded or
transferred, shall, subject to sections 20, 21 and 45, within thirty days after the request is received,

(a) give written notice to the person who made the request as to whether or not access to the record or
a part of it will be given; and

(b) if access is to be given, give the person who made the request access to the record or part, and if
necessary for the purpose cause the record to be produced.  R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, s. 19; 1996, c. 1,
Sched. K, s. 15.

Contents of notice of refusal

22 (1) Notice of refusal to give access to a record or part under section 19 shall set out,

(a) where there is no such record,

(i) that there is no such record, and

(ii) that the person who made the request may appeal to the Commissioner the question of
whether such a record exists; or

(b) where there is such a record,
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(i) the specific provision of this Act under which access is refused,

(ii) the reason the provision applies to the record,

(iii) the name and position of the person responsible for making the decision, and

(iv) that the person who made the request may appeal to the Commissioner for a review of the
decision.  R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, s. 22 (1).

Therefore, I will be re-mailing the cheque to you and look forward to your cooperation in this matter.

Best wishes,
Christine

[Quoted text hidden]

Aylmer Police return cheque.jpg
387K
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOIA - 21-02
Erica Campbell <ecampbell@aylmerpolice.com> Thu, Jun 17, 2021 at 9:50 AM
To: "cmssyc@gmail.com" <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Chris�ne,

Please find a�ached the response le�er regarding your FOIA request.

Erica Campbell 558
Aylmer Police Service

massey.pdf
104K
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Christine Massey 
cmssyc@gmail.com 
 
October 16, 2020 

 
Dear Ms. Massey: 

 
 
Re:   Decision on Access and Fee Request  

MFIPPA Access Request 20.121 

 
I am writing further to your request for access to records under the provisions of the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA).  Your request 
seeks access to: A copy of all agendas, minutes, notes, audio and/or video 
recordings, and any other records (regardless of format) of the April 16, 2020 
conference call between Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie, Bill Gates, Mike 
Bloomberg and Mayors from across Canada, the United States & Earth in the 
possession, custody or control of the City of Brampton. 
 
A thorough search for records responsive to your access request has been completed. No 

responsive records were identified as a result of the search.  

 

Decision on Access 

No responsive records exist. 

 
Right of Appeal 

You may appeal this decision on access to the Ontario Information and Privacy 

Commissioner’s Office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you decide to appeal, please 
provide the Ontario Information and Privacy Commissioner’s Office with the following: 

 The request number listed at the beginning of this letter; 

 A copy of this decision letter;  

 A copy of the original request for information you sent to our institution; and, 

 The appeal fee, which is $25.00 (cheque or money order, made payable to the Minister 
of Finance). 

 

The Commissioner can be reached at: 

Information and Privacy Commissioner 

   2 Bloor Street East, Suite 1400 

   Toronto, Ontario   

M4W 1A8 

   Tel: 1-800-387-0073 

Sent by Email 



2 

 

 

Please note that you have 30 days from the date of this letter to respond.  If we have not 

heard from you within 30 days, we will close your file. 

  

Yours truly, 
The City of Brampton 
 

 
Janice Adshead 
Deputy Clerk, Information Management On behalf of 
Easa Thurairajah, Senior Manager HR Integration and Innovation 
CAO’s Office 
905-874-2109 
Janice.adshead@brampton.ca 

 



 

1333 West Broadway, Vancouv er, British Columbia  V6H 1G9  Canada – TEL 604-675-7400  W EB www.phsa.ca 

 

 
May 17, 2021 
 
Via email to fevancouver@outlook.com 
 
Mak Parhar 
 
Dear Mak Parhar: 
 
Re:  Response Letter 
 Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 

 Our File No: PHSA F21-0998 

 
I write in response to your April 26, 2021 request for records made under the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, RSBC 1996, (the “Act”). 
 

Request 
 
You requested the following records (the “Request”): 
 

All records describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a 
sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first 
combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells 
aka vero cells; liver cancer cells). 
 
Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the 
act of separating a thing(s) from everything else. I am not requesting records 
where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to: 
 
· the culturing of something, or 
· the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or 
· the sequencing of something. 
 
To clarify, I am requesting all such records that are in the possession, custody 
or control of British Columbia Centre for Disease Control (for example: downloaded 
to a computer, printed in hard copy, etc.). 
If the BCCDC has a access to any other agencies record, please forward them as 
well. 

 
Response 

 
The BC Centre for Disease Control confirms that there are no records that describe the 
isolation of the SARS-CoV-2 virus directly taken from a diseased patient, where the patient 
sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material, because in order 
to cultivate a virus it has to replicate in a cell, as a DNA or RNA virus can never be 
cultivated on its own.  
 
A copy of the Act is available online at: 
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/96165_00 
 

  

http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/96165_00
M
Highlight



Provincial Health Services Authority  

1333 West Broadway, Vancouv er, British Columbia  V6H 1G9  Canada – TEL 604-675-7400  W EB www.phsa.ca 

 
Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia 

 

The Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia (the “OIPC”) 
is the regulator of access and privacy laws in the province. If you have a concern with any 
decision in the processing of the Request you have the right to request a review of PHSA’s 
decision from the OIPC. For ease of reference, information about the OIPC is included in 
Appendix A of this letter.  
 
Additionally, should you have any questions about this letter, please contact the author at 
glimongelli@phsa.ca or 604-829-2514. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Genevieve Limongelli 
Freedom of Information Advisor 
Information Access & Privacy Services 
Provincial Health Services Authority 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Provincial Health Services Authority  

1333 West Broadway, Vancouv er, British Columbia  V6H 1G9  Canada – TEL 604-675-7400  W EB www.phsa.ca 

 

Appendix A: How to Request a Review 

 

Under section 52 of the Act, you may request a review by the Office of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner (OIPC) of any decision, action or failure to act by PHSA in 
responding to your request. 

 

If you wish to request a review, you must contact the OIPC in writing within 30 business 
days of your receipt of this letter and provide the OIPC with: 

1. Your name, address and telephone number; 
2. A copy of the original request that you sent; 
3. A copy of this letter; and  
4. The reasons or grounds upon which you are requesting the review. 

All inquiries should be directed to:  

 

By Mail: 

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia  
PO Box 9038, Stn. Prov. Govt. 
Victoria, BC 
V8W 9A4 
 
By Email: info@oipc.bc.ca  
 
By Tel: (250) 387-5629 
By Fax: (250) 387-1696 
 

Callers outside Victoria can contact the office toll-free by calling Enquiry BC at 1-
800-663-7867 and requesting a transfer to (250) 387-5629. 

 
 
 

mailto:info@oipc.bc.ca




The Information Commissioner of Canada 
30 Victoria Street, 7th Floor 
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 1H3 

 
You may obtain additional information on the complaint process by visiting the 
website of the Office of the Information Commissioner at www.oic-
ci.gc.ca/en/submitting-complaint.   
 
This completes our processing of your request. If you have any questions concerning 
your request, please contact me, by email at ATIPCoordinator@cihr-irsc.gc.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Sharon Robertson  
ATIP Coordinator 

http://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/en/submitting-complaint
http://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/en/submitting-complaint
mailto:ATIPCoordinator@cihr-irsc.gc.ca








FOI request to Grey Bruce Health Services re: "SARS-COV-

2" purification 

 

Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>  
 

Wed, Apr 7, 12:01 PM  

 

to FIPPA  

 
 

April 7, 2021 

 

To:  

Grey Bruce Health Services 

1800 8th Street East 

Owen Sound, Ontario 

N4K 6M9  

 

Submitted via email to: FIPPA@gbhs.on.ca  

 

Dear Freedom of Information Officer,  

 

This is a formal request for access to general records, made under the Freedom of 

Information and Protection of Privacy Act.   

 

Since your FOI webpage does not provide any special instructions on how to submit the 

$5 application fee during the "pandemic", I will mail a cheque to the address listed 

there.  

 

Description of Requested Records:  

 

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of Grey Bruce Health 

Services describing the purification of any "SARS-COV-2" aka "COVID-19 virus" 

(including any "variants") (via maceration, filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also 

referred to at times by some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample taken from a 

diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other 

source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).   

 

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify 

the suspected "virus" and instead: 

 cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or 

mailto:FIPPA@gbhs.on.ca
https://www.gbhs.on.ca/contact/freedom-of-information-requests/


 performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient 

sample or from a cell culture, or on genetic material from any unpurified 

substance, and/or  

 sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from 

any unpurified substance, and/or  

 produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things. 

 

Clarifications re my request 

 

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a 

"virus" requires host cells in order to replicate, and I am not requesting records 

describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells.   

 

Further, I am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a 

vacuum; I am simply requesting records that describe its purification (separation from 

everything else in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory practices for the 

purification of other small things).   

 

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by Grey 

Bruce Health Services or that pertain to work done at/by Grey Bruce Health Services.  

Rather, my request includes any record matching the above description, for example 

(but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere 

that has been downloaded or printed by Administration or Staff at Grey Bruce Health 

Services and relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus".  

 

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently 

available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record 

so that I may identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, 

journal, where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where possible. 

 
 

Format:  

Pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be shipped to me. 

 

 

Contact Information: 

Last name: Massey 

First name: Christine 

Address: 580 Fagan Avenue, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada K9J 4J1  

Phone: 905-965-6254 

Email: cmssyc@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:cmssyc@gmail.com


Thank you in advance and best wishes, 

Christine Massey, M.Sc. 

 









Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI request to Grey Bruce Health Services re: "SARS-COV-2" purification
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Fri, May 7, 2021 at 1:40 PM
To: dmerkley@gbhs.on.ca
Cc: jfrazer@gbhs.on.ca

Dear Mr. Merkley,

Thank you for your clarification letter dated May 4, 2021 in response to my FIPPA request re "SARS-COV-2"
purification.

Your clarification requires further clarification.  You stated that "Grey Bruce Health Services has not downloaded or
printed any of the types of records you've described.....".  However my request explicitly stated:

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by Grey Bruce Health Services
or that pertain to work done at/by Grey Bruce Health Services.  Rather, my request includes any record
matching the above description, for example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study
authored by anyone, anywhere that has been downloaded or printed by Administration or Staff at Grey Bruce
Health Services and relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus".

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to the public
elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I may identify and access each one
with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where
possible.

Does Grey Bruce Health Services have any responsive records, and would you please provide a revised letter that
states this explicitly in accordance with section 29 (1) of the Act?

Contents of notice of refusal

29 (1) Notice of refusal to give access to a record or a part thereof under section 26 shall set out,

(a)  where there is no such record,

(i)  that there is no such record, and
(ii)  that the person who made the request may appeal to the Commissioner the question of
whether such a record exists; or

(b)  where there is such a record,

(i)  the specific provision of this Act under which access is refused,
(ii)  the reason the provision applies to the record,
(iii)  the name and position of the person responsible for making the decision, and
(iv)  that the person who made the request may appeal to the Commissioner for a review of the
decision.  R.S.O. 1990, c. F.31, s. 29 (1).

Thank you and best wishes,
Christine
[Quoted text hidden]
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI request to Grey Bruce Health Services re: "SARS-COV-2" purification
Merkley, David L. <dmerkley@gbhs.on.ca> Mon, May 10, 2021 at 10:56 AM
To: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Cc: "Frazer, Julie" <jfrazer@gbhs.on.ca>
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Hi Chris�ne,

Grey Bruce Health Services does not have any records matching your request. I was responsible for making this
decision as the Chief Privacy Officer, and my �tle and contact informa�on is in my signature below. You may
appeal this decision to the Commissioner. The file number is GBHS202104.2.

David Merkley

Director & CPO │ Health Informa�on Management & Decision Support

Grey Bruce Health Services │ Owen Sound 

T: 519.376.2121 x2803 | C: 905.424.1135 | E: dmerkley@gbhs.on.ca

www.gbhs.on.ca

GBHS Lion’s Head │ GBHS Markdale │ GBHS Meaford │ GBHS Owen Sound │ GBHS Southampton │ GBHS Wiarton

From: Chris�ne Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 7, 2021 13:46
To: Merkley, David L. <dmerkley@gbhs.on.ca>
Cc: Frazer, Julie <jfrazer@gbhs.on.ca>
Subject: Re: FOI request to Grey Bruce Health Services re: "SARS-COV-2" purifica�on

CAUTION: ****This email originated outside of GBIN. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Please
delete the message if you are unsure about the content.****

[Quoted text hidden]
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail message. This email and any files transmitted with it are
confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have
received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is
intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or
copy this e-mail.

Gmail - FOI request to Grey Bruce Health Services re: "SARS-COV-2" p... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=all...

2 of 2 5/14/2021, 5:04 PM



Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI request to Hastings Prince Edward Public Health re: "SARS-COV-2"
purification
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Wed, Apr 21, 2021 at 10:38 AM
To: poglaza@hpeph.ca, info@hpeph.ca

April 21, 2021

To:
Information Officer
Hastings Prince Edward Public Health
179 North Park Street
Belleville, Ontario
K8P 4P1
613-966-5500 or 1-800-267-2803

Submitted via email to: info@hpeph.ca, poglaza@hpeph.ca

Dear  Dr. Piotr Oglaza,

This is a formal request for access to general records, made under the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.

I did not find information on your website re how to submit the $5 application fee during the "pandemic". 
Please advise ASAP, otherwise I will mail a cheque payable to Hastings Prince Edward Public Health, to the
address listed above.

Description of Requested Records:

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of yourself or Hastings Prince Edward Public Health
describing the purification of any "SARS-COV-2" aka "COVID-19 virus" (including any "variants") (via maceration,
filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample
taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic
material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum). 

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus" and
instead:

cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or
performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture, or
on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or
sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance, and/or
produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things.

Clarifications re my request

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells in order to
replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells. 

Further, I am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting
records that describe its purification (separation from everything else in the patient sample, as per standard
laboratory practices for the purification of other small things). 
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOI Request
Dr. Piotr Oglaza <POglaza@hpeph.ca> Fri, Jul 9, 2021 at 4:41 PM
To: cmssyc@gmail.com
Cc: Nancy McGeachy <NMcGeachy@hpeph.ca>

Ms. Massey,

Please find attached a letter regarding your FOI request received in April, 2021.

As you will see in the letter, we do not have the information you are looking for so we will shred
the cheque you sent in the amount of $5.00. The cheque will not be cashed.

Apologies for the lateness of this response.

Thank you
Piotr

Piotr Oglaza MD, CPHI(C), MPH, CCFP, FRCPC
Medical Officer of Health and CEO
Hastings Prince Edward Public Health
179 North Park Street, BELLEVILLE, ON K8P 4P1
Ph: 613-966-5500 Ext 200, Fax: 613-966-4290
Email: poglaza@hpeph.ca
Website: hpePublicHealth.ca

            

Please note our offices are now open for clinical services by appointment only.  Check out our website for the latest
information.

Sent from HPEPH Mail Services
-- 
Disclaimer: This is intended for the addressee indicated above.  It may contain information 
that is privileged, confidential,or otherwise protected from disclosure under The Municipal 
Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection Act. Any review, dissemination, or use of its 
contents by persons other than the addressee is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
in error, please notify us immediately.

CM-FOI-Request-Response-Letter-July9-2021.pdf
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Access to Information and Privacy Division 

7th Floor, Suite 700, Holland Cross - Tower B 

1600 Scott Street, (Mail Stop: 3107A) 

Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0K9 

…/2 

Our file: A-2020-000208 / BH 

 

Christine Massey 

221 - 93 George St. S 

Brampton, Ontario 

L6Y 1P4 

 

 

Dear Christine Massey: 

 

This is in response to your request made under the Access to Information Act (the Act) for 

the following information: 

 

All records describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a 
sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first 
combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells 
aka vero cells; liver cancer cells).   
 
Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the 
act of separating a thing(s) from everything else.  I am not requesting records 
where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to: 
·  the culturing of something, or 
· the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  
·  the sequencing of something.  
To clarify, I am requesting all such records that are in the possession, custody 
or control of Health Canada (for example:downloaded to a computer, printed 
in hard copy, etc.).  

 

Having completed a thorough search, we regret to inform you that we were unable to 

locate any records responsive to your request. 

 

Should you have any questions or concerns about the processing of your request, please 

do not hesitate to contact Barbara Haase, the analyst responsible for this file, either by 

phone at 613-859-9073, by email at barbara.haase@canada.ca or by fax at 613-941-4541, 

with reference to our file number cited above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- 2 - 

 

Please be advised that you are entitled to complain to the Office of the Information 

Commissioner of Canada concerning the processing of your request within 60 days of the 

receipt of this notice. In the event you decide to avail yourself of this right, your notice of 

complaint can be made online at: https://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/en/submitting-complaint or by 

mail to: 

 

Office of the Information Commissioner of Canada 

30 Victoria Street 

Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 1H3 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Christine Smith 

 

Team Leader, Access to Information and Privacy 

Health Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada / Government of Canada 

christinen.smith@canada.ca / Tel: 613-862-6063  

  

Chef d’équipe, Accès à l'information et de la protection des renseignements personnels 

Santé Canada et Agence de la santé publique du Canada  / Gouvernement du Canada 

christinen.smith@canada.ca / Tél: 613-862-6063  

 

 

Digitally signed by Smith, Christine N
DN: C=CA, O=GC, OU=HC-SC, CN="
Smith, Christine N"
Reason: I am the author of this document
Location: your signing location here
Date: 2020-06-24 07:30:34
Foxit PhantomPDF Version: 9.7.0

https://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/en/submitting-complaint
mailto:christinen.smith@canada.ca
mailto:christinen.smith@canada.ca


 November 23, 2020 

SANTÉ ET SERVICES SOCIAUX 

Daniel Desharnais 
Sous-ministre adjoint de la coordination et des relations institutionnelles 
1075, ch. Sainte-Foy, 3e étage 
Québec (QC) G1S 2M1 
Tél. : 418 266-8850, Téléc. : 418 266-8855 

responsable.acces@msss.gouv.qc.ca  

AND/OR 

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE SANTÉ PUBLIQUE DU QUÉBEC 
Madame Julie Dostaler 
Secrétaire générale  
945, av. Wolfe, 3e étage 
Québec (QC) G1V 5B3 
Tél. : 418 650-5115 #5302, Téléc. : 418 646-9328 

julie.dostaler@inspq.qc.ca  

 
SUBJECT : Request for document access   

 
 
Dear Sir, Dear Madam,  
 
I write to request access to information from : 
 
le ministre de la Santé et des Services sociaux du Québec, and/or 
 
Institut national de santé publique du Québec (INSPQ), and/or 

Laboratoire de santé publique du Québec 

As found on the Québec government website https://www.inspq.qc.ca/institut/nous-
joindre; 
 

Le rôle de l'Institut national de santé publique du Québec est de soutenir le ministère de 
la Santé et des Services sociaux (MSSS), les directions régionales de santé publique, 
ainsi que les établissements de santé dans l'exercice de leurs responsabilités, en 
émettant des avis et des recommandations basés sur les connaissances scientifiques 
disponibles. 

Therefore, under section 9 of the Act respecting access to documents held by public 
bodies and the protection of personal information, I hereby request a copy of the 
following document(s): 













Request for General Records from KFL&A Public 

Health 

 

Taggart, Suzette <Suzette.Taggart@kflaph.ca> 
 

 

 
 
 

to CMSSYC@gmail.com 

 
 

February 12, 2021  

Request Number (M001-21)  

Christine Massey 

21 Keystone Avenue 

Toronto, ON    M4C 1G9 

  

Dear Christine Massey, 

  

This letter is written in response to your request under the Municipal Freedom of 

Information and Protection of Privacy Act (the Act) for access to general records in the 

possession, custody or control of Dr. Kieran Moore describing the isolation of any variant 

of the alleged SARS-COV-2 directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where 

the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material.  

  

This request is denied in its entirety pursuant to personal privacy section 14 (1) of the 

Act. 

A head shall refuse to disclose personal information to any person other than the 

individual to whom the information relates. 

You may request that this decision be reviewed by the Information and Privacy 

Commissioner. The Commissioner can be reached at: 



  

2 Bloor Street East 

Suite 1400 Toronto, Ontario M4W 1A8  

1-800-387-0073  

Sincerely,  

Suzette Taggart, RD, MBA 

Manager, Communications   

Phone: 613-549-1232, ext. 1262 

Toll-Free: 1-800-267-7875 

Fax: 613-549-7896 

suzette.taggart@kflaph.ca 

  

KFL&A Public Health 

221 Portsmouth Avenue 

Kingston, Ontario  K7M 1V5 

www.kflaph.ca 

 

mailto:suzette.taggart@kflaph.ca
http://www.kflaph.ca/


Request for General Records from KFL&A Public Health 

 
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 3:24 PM 
To: "Taggart, Suzette" <Suzette.Taggart@kflaph.ca>, kieran.moore@kflaph.ca, denisdoyle@kos.net 

Dear Ms. Taggart, Dr. Moore and Mayor Doyle, 

 

Thank you for your response, however my request (attached) is not for personal information.   

 

I explicitly stated in my follow up email to Mayor Doyle and Dr. Moore that my request is for general 

records.   

 

I would be very surprised if a description of methodology used to (allegedly) "isolate SARS-COV-2" is 

entered into any patient record, anywhere.  One would expect such a description to be found in a 

scientific study, or perhaps a government report.   

 

Further, I explicitly stated the following in my request: 

 

...my request includes any record matching the above description, for example (but not limited 

to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that Dr. Kieran 

Moore or KFL&A Public Health has downloaded or printed.  

 

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to 

the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I may 

identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public 

may access it). Please provide URLs where possible. 

 

It's unclear to me how anyone could interpret such a request as a request for personal information. 

 

Regardless, 14 (1) of the Act does not apply to my request.   

 

Note that we now have formal responses to the same records request from 17 other Canadian 

institutions (yielding in total zero responsive records).  I don't recall any other institution interpreting 

the request as a request for personal information:  

 

Public Health Agency of Canada, Health Canada, the National Research Council of Canada, 

Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization-International Vaccine Centre (VIDO-InterVac), 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of 

Canada, Ontario Ministry of Health, Institut National de Sante Publique du Quebec, British 

Columbia’s Provincial Health Services Authority, Newfoundland Labrador Department of 

Health & Community Services, McGill University, the City of Toronto, the Region of Peel 

(Ontario), the University of Toronto, Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, McMaster University 

and Mount Sinai Hospital (Toronto) (note that researchers from the last 4 institutions had publicly 

claimed to have “isolated the virus”, as had VIDO-Intervac).  

https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-

record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/ 

 

Thus, I look forward to KFL&A Public Health's response to my request, which will be made public in 

the public interest.   

 

Thank you and best wishes, 

Christine 

 

 

 

https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/freedom-of-information-reveals-public-health-agency-of-canada-has-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-performed-by-anyone-anywhere-ever/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/health-canada-has-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/national-research-council-of-canada-has-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-by-anyone-anywhere-ever/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/canadas-vido-intervac-has-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/canadas-vido-intervac-has-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CIHR-A-2020-0029-Isolation-FOI-Reply-redacted.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/NSERCC-FOI-reply-isolation-scrubbed.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/NSERCC-FOI-reply-isolation-scrubbed.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/foi-reveals-ontario-ministry-of-health-has-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-by-anyone-anywhere-ever/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/INSPQ-isolation-FOI-Quebec.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BC-PHSA-2-replies-no-records.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BC-PHSA-2-replies-no-records.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Newfoundland-Dept-Health-no-isolation-records.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Newfoundland-Dept-Health-no-isolation-records.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/McGill-FOI-reply-isolation-redacted.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Toronto-isolation-FOI-request-response-signed.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/region-of-peel-has-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/university-of-toronto-sunnybrook-hsc-have-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/university-of-toronto-sunnybrook-hsc-have-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/university-of-toronto-sunnybrook-hsc-have-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/university-of-toronto-sunnybrook-hsc-have-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/


 

Request for General Records from KFL&A Public Health 

 
Taggart, Suzette <Suzette.Taggart@kflaph.ca> Sun, Feb 21, 2021 at 9:46 AM 
To: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> 

Cc: "Moore, Kieran" <kieran.moore@kflaph.ca>, "denisdoyle@kos.net" <denisdoyle@kos.net> 

February 21, 2021  

Request Number (M001-21)  

Christine Massey 

21 Keystone Avenue 

Toronto, ON    M4C 1G9 

Dear Christine Massey, 

This follow up letter is written in response to your email on February 19, 2021 

regarding your request for access to general records under the Municipal Freedom 

of Information and Protection of Privacy Act in the possession, custody or control of 

Dr. Kieran Moore describing the isolation of any variant of SARS-COV-2 directly from 

a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first 

combined with any other source of genetic material. The request includes any 

record matching the description, for example (but not limited to) any published 

peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that anyone at KFL&A 

Public Health has downloaded or printed.   

KFL&A Public Health conducted a search for the requested records but did not locate 

any records related to your request. This request will not be granted as the records 

do not exist at our agency.  

KFL&A Public Health do not have records related to the process of testing COVID-19 

samples. If you haven’t already, it is recommended that you seek information from 

Public Health Ontario as they are the lead agency on the process of COVID-19 testing 

in Ontario.   

You may request that this decision be reviewed by the Information and Privacy 

Commissioner. The Commissioner can be reached at:  

2 Bloor Street East 

Suite 1400 Toronto, Ontario M4W 1A8  

1-800-387-0073 

  

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2+Bloor+Street+East+%0D%0A+Suite+1400+Toronto,+Ontario+M4W+1A8?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2+Bloor+Street+East+%0D%0A+Suite+1400+Toronto,+Ontario+M4W+1A8?entry=gmail&source=g


Sincerely,  

Suzette Taggart, RD, MBA 

Manager, Communications   

Phone: 613-549-1232, ext. 1262 

Toll-Free: 1-800-267-7875 

Fax: 613-549-7896 

suzette.taggart@kflaph.ca  

KFL&A Public Health 

221 Portsmouth Avenue 

Kingston, Ontario  K7M 1V5 

www.kflaph.ca  

Connect with us on Facebook | Twitter | YouTube  

This e-mail may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the individual or 

entity named in the message.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the agent 

responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, 

dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited.  If this communication 

was received in error, please notify us by reply e-mail and delete the original message.  

Le présent message peut contenir des renseignements confidentiels réservés à l’usage exclusif du 

destinataire ou de l’organisme y figurant. Par conséquent, si vous n’êtes pas le destinataire de ce 

message ou la personne devant le lui remettre, nous vous avisons qu’il est strictement interdit de le 

passer en revue, de le diffuser, de le distribuer ou de le copier. Si vous avez reçu ce message par 

erreur, nous vous remercions de nous en aviser par retour de courriel et de détruire le message 

original. 
 

 

mailto:suzette.taggart@kflaph.ca
https://www.google.com/maps/search/221+Portsmouth+Avenue+%0D%0A+Kingston,+Ontario+K7M+1V5?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/221+Portsmouth+Avenue+%0D%0A+Kingston,+Ontario+K7M+1V5?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/221+Portsmouth+Avenue+%0D%0A+Kingston,+Ontario+K7M+1V5?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.kflaph.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/kflapublichealth/
https://twitter.com/KFLAPH
https://www.youtube.com/user/KFLAPublicHealth




 



 
 

 
 
 

 

UNIVERSITY SECRETARIAT 

• Freedom of Information and   
 Protection of Privacy 

Gilmour Hall, Room 210 
1280 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L8 

905.525.9140, ext. 24337 
privacy@mcmaster.ca 

Ms Christine Massey 
221-93 George St. St.  
Brampton, Ont. L6Y 1P4 
 
cmssyc@gmail.com  

August 13, 2020 

 
Dear Christine: 
 
Re: Freedom of Information Request 2020-GR-010 (the “Request”) 

  Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (RSO 1990) 

 
1. The Request 

 
I am writing regarding your access request under the Freedom of Information and Protection of 

Privacy Act (hereafter, ‘the Act’) received by our office on July 7, 2020.   

We confirm your Request provided as follows: 

For the period November 1, 2019 to July 17, 2020: 
 
All records in the possession, custody or control of McMaster University describing 

the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a sample taken from a diseased 

patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of 

genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; lung cells from a lung 

cancer patient; fetal bovine serum).  

 

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of 

separating a thing(s) from everything else.  I am not requesting records where 

"isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to: 

    -the culturing of something, or 

    -the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or 

    -the sequencing of something.  

 

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that: 

    -were authored by McMaster University researchers, or 

    -pertain to work done by McMaster University researchers, or 

    -pertain to work done at McMaster University.  

 

My request includes any sort of record, for example (but not limited to) any published 

peer-reviewed study that McMaster University has downloaded or printed. If any 

records match the above description of requested records and are currently available 

to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that 

I may identify and access each record with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, 

journal, where the public may access it). 

 

 

mailto:cmssyc@gmail.com


 

X:\PRIVACY\_FOI - Access Requests\2020-GR-010 (Massey)\2020-GR-10 DECISION - No responsive records.docx     

2. Responsive Record  

 
A search has been conducted, and we have found no responsive records to your request. At this time, 
the research related to this request is in progress, and so no records have been produced at McMaster 
University.  
 
3. Decision 

 

While our search resulted in no responsive records, we have identified a publication that may be of 
interest to you:  
 
Banerjee A, Nasir JA, Budylowski P, et al. Isolation, Sequence, Infectivity, and Replication Kinetics 
of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 [published online ahead of print, 2020 Jun 
19]. Emerg Infect Dis. 2020;26(9):10.3201/eid2609.201495. doi:10.3201/eid2609.201495 
 
In compliance with the terms of McMaster’s subscription to this journal, we cannot provide you with 
the article. You can find this article here: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32558639/  
 
4. Fees 

 

There are no further fees required to complete this process.  
 

5. Party Responsible for Decision 

 
The official responsible for making final access decisions on your request is Ms Andrea Thyret-
Kidd, University Secretary and Privacy Officer. 
 

6. Appeal 

 
You may request the Information and Privacy Commissioner to review this decision and fee within 
thirty days from the date of this letter. The Commissioner’s address is Suite 1400, 2 Bloor Street 
East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 1A8.  A request for appeal must be accompanied by a $25.00 fee and 
should include the following: 

• the file number assigned to this request (2020-GR-010) 

• a copy of this decision letter 

• a copy of the original request for information 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Ms Andrea Thyret-Kidd 
University Secretary and Designated Head of Institution 
 
cc: File 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32558639/


 

Salvatore Vetro <salvatorevetro11@gmail.com>  
 

Dec 31, 2020, 6:22 PM 

 

to BC  

 
 

December 31, 2020           

 

To: BC Ministry of Health                               Email:  FOI.Requests@gov.bc.ca 

Freedom of Information Office 

 

Dear Access to Information Clerk, 

 

This is a formal request made under   

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT 

[RSBC 1996] CHAPTER 165 

  

Description of Requested Records:  

  

All records in the possession, custody or control of  the BC Ministry of Health that: 

  

 describe the isolation of the [alleged] genetic variant of the [alleged] virus that 

[allegedly] causes [the alleged disease referred to as] COVID-19 [allegedly] identified in 

the United Kingdom, directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the 

patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. 

monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; fetal bovine serum).   

 

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of 

separating a thing(s) from everything else.  I am not requesting records where 

"isolation" refers instead to: 

·         the culturing of something, or 

·         the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  

mailto:FOI.Requests@gov.bc.ca


·         the sequencing of something. 

 describe the discovery (not manufacture / fabrication / creation / assembly / 

alignment / trimming / mapping) of the alleged genome for this alleged particular new 

variant of coronavirus; 

 describe how this alleged new variant of coronavirus relates to the alleged "SARS-COV-

2"; 

 include any additional analysis/investigation into this alleged "new variant". 

Please note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by agents of  BC 

Ministry of Health, or to records that pertain to work done by agents of the BC Ministry of 

Health; it includes any sort of record, authored by anyone, anywhere, ever.  

If any records match the above descriptions of requested records and are currently available to 

the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I may 

identify and access each record with certainty (i.e. author; title; date; publisher); please provide 

URLs where possible.  

 

Format:  

URLs and/or pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be shipped to 

me. 

  

Contact Information: 

Last Name: Vetro 

First Name: Salvatore 

Address: 306 - 2211 West 2nd Ave  Vancouver, BC  V6K 1H8 

Email: salvatorevetro11@gmail.com 

Thank you in advance and best wishes. 

 

Happy New Year 

 

mailto:salvatorevetro11@gmail.com








Bridgepoint Active Healthcare Circle of Care Lunenfeld-Tanenbaum 
Research Institute 

Mount Sinai Hospital 
Joseph & Wolf Lebovic Health Complex 

 

  
 

 

 

Sinai Health | 600 University Avenue, Toronto, ON M5G 1X5  T 416-586-4800 
 

 

Jesstina McFadden 

Director, Privacy & Information Access (Interim) 

600 University Avenue, Room 1291 

Toronto, ON M5G 1X5 

T 416-586-4800 x 5886  F 416-586-5280 

Jesstina.McFadden@sinaihealth.ca 

 

September 18, 2020  

 

 

Christine Massey 
#221 - 93 George St. S. 
Brampton ON L6Y 1P4 
via e-mail: cmssyc@gmail.com 
 
 

Dear Christine: 

 

RE:  Freedom of Information Request # 20-03 – Decision Letter 

 
I am writing regarding your access request under the Freedom of Information and 

Protection of Privacy Act (“FIPPA”), received on July 17, 2020, as follows:   

 

All records in the possession, custody or control of Mount Sinai Hospital describing the isolation of 
a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient 
sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells 
aka vero cells; lung cells from a lung cancer patient).   
  
Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of separating a 
thing(s) from everything else.  I am not requesting records where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers 
instead to: 

 the culturing of something, or 

 the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  

 the sequencing of something.  
 
Please also note that my request is not limited to records that: 

 were authored by Mount Sinai Hospital researchers, or  

 pertain to work done by Mount Sinai Hospital researchers, or 

 pertain to work done at Mount Sinai Hospital.   
 
My request includes any sort of record, for example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed 
study that Mount Sinai Hospital has downloaded or printed.   
 
If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to the 
public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I may identify and 
access each record with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may access it. 

 

 

mailto:cmssyc@gmail.com


 

  

 

I have again reviewed your request, as well as your e-mail of August 26, 2020 clarifying 

the records that you are seeking, with experts at Sinai Health who have significant 

knowledge and experience in respect of the isolation of viruses as well as SARS-CoV-2.   

We do not interpret the clarification that you have provided to change the substance of 

your request. 

 

As set out in my letter of August 25, 2020, isolation of a virus in the manner that you have 

described is not possible for any virus, including SARS-CoV-2; it is not within the scope of 

current scientific processes.    For this reason, and based on a reasonable search for 

responsive records, Sinai Health is satisfied that the records you are seeking do not exist.   

 

You may request the Information and Privacy Commissioner to review this decision. The 

Commissioner can be reached at: 

 

Information and Privacy Commissioner/Ontario   

1400 - 2 Bloor Street East  

Toronto, Ontario, M4W 1A8 

 

The appeal fee is $25.00, payable by cheque or money order to the Minister of Finance 

and must be included with your correspondence.  Please note that you have 30 days from 

the receipt of this letter to request a review by the Commissioner. 

 
 

Yours very truly, 

 

 

Jesstina McFadden 

Director, Privacy and Information Access (Interim) 

416-586-4800 x 5886   

Jesstina.McFadden@sinaihealth.ca 



Alex Holmstedt 

alex@panteon.dk 

  

  

J. nr.: 20/08162  

10. september 2020  

  

 

Anmodning om aktindsigt  

 

Kære Alex Holmstedt 

 

Du har den 10. august 2020 via e-mail anmodet om aktindsigt på følgende måde: 

 

” I forlængelse af Statens Serum Instituts aktindsigtsbesvarelse af 8. juli 2020 hvor styrelsen har 

meddelt den ”ikke er ibesiddelse ” af:    
 

”Litteraturlister, ... hvori der forekommer artikler hvor man har separeret og oprenset SARS-CoV-2. 

 

Som "oprenset" forstås efter principper som beskrevet her: 

https://www.news-medical.net/life-sciences/Virus-Purification-Methods.aspx ” 

 

Søges i henhold til lov om offentlighed i forvaltningen fuld aktindsigt i flg.: 

 

Dokumentation der har overbevist Statens Serum Institut om den reelle eksistens af SARS-CoV-2, 

den påståede årsag til COVID-19 – da det må antages at der må foreligge uomtvisteligt bevis til 

grund for de tiltag der er blevet påført det danske samfund.”  
 

Statens Serum Institut kvitterede den 11. august 2020 for modtagelse af din anmodning og anførte i den 

forbindelse, at vi under hensyn til de særlige omstændigheder, der gjorde sig gældende for Statens Serum 

Instituts vedkommende, ikke kunne oplyse, hvornår der ville blive truffet endelig afgørelse i din sag.  

 

Den 25. august 2020 oplyste Statens Serum Institut, at vi forventede at kunne besvare din henvendelse 

inden for 14 arbejdsdage.  

 

Vi beklager meget, at vi under hensyn til de særlige omstændigheder, der gør sig gældende for Statens 

Serum Institut, ikke formåede at træffe endelig afgørelse i din sag før nu. 

 

Statens Serum Institut har nu gennemgået sagen.   

 

 

1. AFGØRELSE 

 

Statens Serum Instituttet kan oplyse, at vi nu har fortaget en journalsøgning efter dokumentation der har 

overbevist Statens Serum Institut om den reelle eksistens af SARS-CoV-2, den påståede årsag til COVID-

19 og desuden har vi på anden vis forsøgt, at lokalisere relevante dokumenter. Statens Serum Institut kan 

  



konstatere, at vi ikke er i besiddelse af de ønskede dokumenter. Statens Serum Institut kan derfor ikke 

imødekomme din anmodning om aktindsigt, jf. offentlighedslovens § 7, stk. 1, modsætningsvist. 

 

2. KLAGEVEJLEDNING 

 

Klage over denne afgørelse om aktindsigt kan ske til Sundheds- og Ældreministeriet. Du skal dog 

indledningsvis sende din klage til Statens Serum Institut, Direktionssekretaria@ssi.dk. Hvis din klage ikke 

giver Statens Serum Institut anledning til at ændre afgørelsen, sender Statens Serum Institut klagen samt 

sagens dokumenter og herunder afgørelsen til Sundheds- og Ældreministeriet snarest og som udgangspunkt 

senest syv arbejdsdage efter modtagelsen af klagen ved Statens Serum Institut, jf. offentlighedslovens § 37, 

stk. 1 og 2. 

 

 

Med venlig hilsen 

 

Søren Østergaard 

Senior Legal Counsel 

Direktionssekretariatet 

 

T (direct)  +45 3268 8266 | E  SOEG@ssi.dk| B  33/201 | W  ssi.dk  

Address:  Artillerivej 5 | 2300 Copenhagen S | Denmark 

 

 

 

   

mailto:SOEG@ssi.dk
http://www.ssi.dk/
















January 6, 2021 
 

To: 
Dr. Fernando Ruiz Gomez 

Minister of Health and Social Protection of the Republic of Colombia 
Carrera 13 No. 32-76 piso 1, 
Bogota, COLOMBIA 

 

 

Dr. Fernando Ruiz Gomez, 
 

 

This is a formal request made under the Ley de transperencia y del derecho de acceso 
a la informacion publica (Law on Transparency and the Right to Access Public 
Information) from March 6, 2014. 

 
 
Description of Requested Records: 

 
All records in the possession, custody or control of the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection of the Republic of Colombia describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, 
directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample 

was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney 
cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum). 

 
Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of 
separating a thing(s) from everything else. I am not requesting records where 
"isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to: 

 
 the culturing of something, and/or 
 the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), and/or 

 the sequencing of something. 

 
Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by 
someone at the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the Republic of Colombia or 
that pertain to work performed by someone at the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection of the Republic of Colombia. My request includes any sort of record, for 

example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, 
anywhere, ever that anyone at the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the 
Republic of Colombia has downloaded or printed. 

 
If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently 
available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about 

each record so that I may identify and access each record with certainty (i.e. title, 
author(s), date, journal, URL). 

 
 



 

Format: 

URLs and/or pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be 
shipped to me. 

 
 
Contact Information: 

Last name: xxxxxxxxxxx 

First name: xxxxxxxxxxxx 

Address: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Phone:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Email: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 
Application Fee: 

 

 
Thank you in advance and best wishes,  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. 

mailto:nana.mpg@gmail.com






From: Envios Ministerio de Salud <envios@minsalud.gov.co> 

Date: May 24, 2021 at 3:57:44 PM EDT 

To: nana.mpg@gmail.com 

Subject: Tramite a la solicitud del Ciudadano ANA MARIA PERDOMO Radicado 
No. 202142400025922 Ministerio de Salud y Proteccion 

 

NOTIFICACIÓN DE GESTIÓN 

 

 

 

Fecha:2021-05-24 

 

Referencia: Tramite a la solicitud del Ciudadano ANA MARIA PERDOMO 

 

 

El Ministerio de Salud y Protección Social se permite gestionar la solicitud en 

referencia, radicada con el número 202124000800281; para lo cual se envia el 

enlace para visualizar su respuesta.  

 

Le informamos que esta dirección de e-mail es utilizada solamente para los 

envíos de la información solicitada. Por favor no responda con nuevas consultas 

ya que éstas no podrán ser atendidas dentro del procedimiento. Si requiere 

consultar nuevamente realícelo a través del link contáctenos en la página web 

del ministerio Servicios al Ciudadano o a la cuenta: correo@minsalud.gov.co 

para asuntos de notificaciones judiciales al Ministerio de Salud y Protecciósn 
Social, enviar a la cuenta: notificacionesjudiciales@minsalud.gov.co.  
 

Ver Documentos Adjuntos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:envios@minsalud.gov.co
mailto:nana.mpg@gmail.com
http://www.minsalud.gov.co/atencion/Paginas/Atencion_al_Ciudadano.aspx
mailto:correo@minsalud.gov.co
mailto:notificacionesjudiciales@minsalud.gov.co
https://orfeo.minsalud.gov.co/orfeo/validarcorreo.php?idenvioanexo=NjE0NzUy&opt=2


(AUTO TRANSLATION BY GMAIL) 

 

From: Shipping Ministry of Health < envios@minsalud.gov.co > 

Date: May 24, 2021 at 3:57:44 PM EDT 

To: nana.mpg@gmail.com 

Subject: Processing the request of the Citizen ANA MARIA PERDOMO File No. 
202142400025922 Ministry of Health and Protection 

. 

MANAGEMENT NOTICE 

 

 

 

Date: 2021-05-24 

 

Reference: Processing of the request of the Citizen ANA MARIA PERDOMO 

 

 

The Ministry of Health and Social Protection is allowed to process the request in 

reference, filed with the number 202124000800281; for which the link is sent to 

view your response. 

 

We inform you that this e-mail address is used only for sending the requested 

information. Please do not respond with new inquiries as these cannot be 

answered within the procedure. If you need to consult again, do it through the 

link contact us on the website of the Ministry of Citizen Services or to the 

account: Correo@minsalud.gov.co for matters of legal notifications to the 
Ministry of Health and Social Protection, send to the account: legal 
notifications @ minsalud.gov.co.  
 

See Attached Documents  

 
 

 

mailto:envios@minsalud.gov.co
mailto:nana.mpg@gmail.com
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SUBJECT: Right of Petition. Rad .202142400212 

Respected 

In attention to the file of the matter, in which it requests "All records in possession, custody or control 

of the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the Republic of Colombia that describe the isolation 

of a SARS-COV-2 virus and / or any of its variants, directly from a sample taken from a sick patient, 

where the patient's sample was not combined first with any other source of genetic material (i.e. 

monkey kidney cells, also known as Vero cells; bovine fetal serum)" for which this Ministry is allowed 

to specify the following:

In accordance with Decree 4107 of 2011, the Ministry of Health and Social Protection's objective, 

within the framework of its competencies, is to formulate, adopt, direct, coordinate, execute and 

evaluate public policy on health, public health, and social promotion in health, and to participate in 

the formulation of policies on pensions, periodic economic benefits and occupational risks, which will 

be developed through the institutional framework comprising the administrative sector. 

On the other hand, to inform you that to the best of our knowledge we have no records describing 

the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus and/or any of its variants directly from a sample taken from a 

sick patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic 

material. 

Cordially yours. 

Leonardo Arregoces Castillo 

Director of Medicines and Health Technologies 

Prepared by: Lhernandez











 
 
 
 

  

Mr Steven Gardner 
39 Princes Street 
Douglas 
Isle of Man 

IM1 1BB 

Interim Chief Executive: Kathryn Magson
Freedom of Information Team

Crookall House
Demesne Road

Douglas
Isle of Man

IM1 3QA
 

Tel: (01624) 642621
Email: dhsc@foi.gov.im

Website:   www.gov.im/dhsc
 

 
Our ref: 1646813

18th February 2021  
 
Dear Mr Gardner
  
We write further to your request which was received on the 26th January 2021 and 
states: 
 
Question 1:
Has Covid 19/21 been isolated?

Question 2:
Has covid 19/21 been purified? 

Question 3:
Has there been a risk assessment on masks? 

Question 4:
Have all places of business who have mandatory masks done a risk 
assessment or should they do a risk assessment, in regards to masks? For 
their employees and customers.

Question 5:
Is the sequence in the PCR test SarsCov2?

Question 6:
What amplifications has the PCR test been run at?

Question 7:
Can you provide the season flu death numbers for 2019 & 2020?

Clarification sought: 
Regarding questions 1 & 2 when you say 'Has Covid 19/21 been isolated' do 
you mean has SARS-CoV-2 been isolated? If you don't please can you clarify 
what you are referring to?

mailto:dhsc@foi.gov.im
http://www.gov.im/dhsc


  

Clarification received:
Yes, SarsCov2 has it been isolated and purified.  

Our response:

Clarification sought: 
Regarding questions 1 & 2 when you say 'Has Covid 19/21 been isolated' do 
you mean has SARS-CoV-2 been isolated? If you don't please can you clarify 
what you are referring to?

Clarification received: 
Has the SarsCov2 been isolated and purified. To be proven scientifically and 
proven the virus causes disease.

Question 1:
Has Covid 19/21 been isolated?
Regarding SARS-CoV-2 the virus is not isolated.

Question 2:
Has covid 19/21 been purified? 
Regarding SARS-CoV-2 it is not purified.

Question 3:
Has there been a risk assessment on masks? 
The Department has and does risk assessments on masks.

Question 4:
Have all places of business who have mandatory masks done a risk 
assessment or should they do a risk assessment, in regards to masks? For 
their employees and customers. 
While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance the 
Department of Health and Social Care (“the Department”) is unable to provide the 
information that you have requested. This is in line with Section 11(3)a of the Act, as a 
practical refusal reason applies; namely we do not hold or cannot, after taking 
reasonable steps to do so, find the information that you have requested.

Places of business are responsible for undertaking their own risk assessments and 
setting their own policies for wearing masks.

To provide further advice and assistance guidance on face coverings, including ‘face 
coverings at work’ is available within the public domain at:
https://covid19.gov.im/general-information/guidance-on-face-coverings/

Question 5:
Is the sequence in the PCR test SarsCov2?
Yes, the sequence in the PCR test is SARsCov2

Question 6:
What amplifications has the PCR test been run at?
The amplification is 45 cycles.



  

Question 7:
Can you provide the season flu death numbers for 2019 & 2020?
While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance the 
Department of Health and Social Care (“the Department”) is unable to provide the 
information that you have requested. This is in line with Section 11(3)a of the Act, as a 
practical refusal reason applies; namely we do not hold or cannot, after taking 
reasonable steps to do so, find the information that you have requested.

However you may wish to re-submit your request to Public Health within the Cabinet 
Office who may be able to help you. The information you have requested is held by 
Public Health.

Please quote the reference number 1646813 in any future communications.
 
Your right to request a review 
 
If you are unhappy with this response to your freedom of information request, you 
may ask us to carry out an internal review of the response, by completing a complaint 
form and submitting it electronically or by delivery/post. 
 
An electronic version of our complaint form can be found by going to our website at 
https://services.gov.im/freedom-of-information/Review . If you would like a paper 
version of our complaint form to be sent to you by post, please contact me and I will 
be happy to arrange for this.  Your review request should explain why you are 
dissatisfied with this response, and should be made as soon as practicable. We will 
respond as soon as the review has been concluded.

If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to appeal 
to the Information Commissioner for a decision on;

1. Whether we have responded to your request for information in accordance with 
Part 2 of the Freedom of Information Act 2015; or

2. Whether we are justified in refusing to give you the information requested.  

In response to an application for review, the Information Commissioner may, at any 
time, attempt to resolve a matter by negotiation, conciliation, mediation or another 
form of alternative dispute resolution and will have regard to any outcome of this in 
making any subsequent decision.

More detailed information on your right to a review can be found on the Information 
Commissioner’s website at www.inforights.im.

Should you have any queries concerning this letter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.

Further information about freedom of information requests can be found at 
www.gov.im/foi.

I will now close your request as of this date.
 

Yours sincerely

https://services.gov.im/freedom-of-information/Review
http://www.inforights.im
http://www.gov.im/foi


  

 

 
Debbie Hay 
FOI Coordinator



Translated sections:

FOI request

1) With this FOI request I would like you to provide me with the following information: A scientific

research (no review document) that shows that the virus SARS-CoV-2 exists. The research should 

comply with the “state-of-the-art” isolation of the virus and prove that the coronavirus has a unique 

structure and consists of a unique viral genetic substance / genetic sequence. Control experiments 

must have been executed and documented in accordance with the scientific guidelines, to prove that

non-typical cellcomponents have not been misinterpreted as viral components.

Response to FOI request

2) The obligation to publish documents according to the FOI act does not apply to information that 

is already public. The requested information has already been published and can be found on 

different websites such as:

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7159086/ and

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31978945

Objection letter

3) However, none of the 2 scientific publications provide proof of the existence of SARS-CoV-2. 

There is no report of purification of the virus and control experiments have not been executed.

Response to objection letter

4) Following your request I have inquired with the RIVM. From this inquiry it follows that the 

RIVM relies on public information resources, of which the two in my letter of the 2nd of juli 2020 

are examples. According to the RIVM these two publications provide proof of the existence of the 

virus SARS-CoV-2. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7159086/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31978945


FOI request proof of the existence of sars-cov-2

1



Response to FOI

2



Objection letter

3
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Offentleglova anmodning om informasjonsfrihet til Helsedirektoratet 

 
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Fri, Apr 16, 2021 at 2:28 PM 

To: postmottak@helsedir.no 

Offentleglova anmodning om informasjonsfrihet til Helsedirektoratet 

 

Alle dokumenter som eies, oppbevares eller kontrolleres av Helsedirektoratet der isolering 

av SARS-COV-2-viruset beskrives, etter å ha samlet prøve fra en syk pasient, der prøven ikke 

har vært utblandet med et annet genetisk materiale (dvs. nyreceller fra ape, også kjent som 

veroceller; lungeceller fra pasient med lungekreft). 

 

Vær oppmerksom på at jeg bruker ordet «isolering» i hverdagsbetydningen av ordet: det å 

separere/skille en ting fra enhver annen ting. Jeg ber ikke om dokumenter der «isolering av 

SARS-COV-2» refererer til: 

- Dyrking/kultivering av noe 

- Utførelsen av en mangfoldiggjøringstest (PCR-test) eller 

- Sekvensering av noe 

 

Min forespørsel begrenser seg heller ikke til dokumenter som er autorisert av 

Helsedirektoratet eller som gjelder arbeid som er utført av Helsedirektoratet. Forespørselen 

min gjelder enhver type dokument, f.eks. (men ikke begrenset til) ethvert publisert, 

fagfellevurdert studie som Helsedirektoratet har lastet ned eller skrevet ut.  

 

Hvis noen dokumenter stemmer overens med beskrivelsen ovenfor og pr. i dag er 

tilgjengelig for offentligheten, vennligst gi meg nok informasjon om hvert dokument, slik at 

jeg med sikkerhet kan identifisere og få tilgang til hvert dokument (dvs. tittel, forfatter(e), 

dato, tidsskrift, hvor offentligheten kan få tilgang til det). 

 

Christine Massey 

580 Fagan Avenue, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada K9J 4J1  

Phone: 905-965-6254 

Email: cmssyc@gmail.com 

 

 

Thank you, 

Christine Massey, M.Sc. 
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Offentleglova anmodning om informasjonsfrihet til Helsedirektoratet
Torunn Janbu <Torunn.Janbu@helsedir.no> Sun, Apr 25, 2021 at 2:09 PM
To: "cmssyc@gmail.com" <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Takk for henvendelsen datert 16.april 2021.

Helsedirektoratet verken eier, oppbevarer eller kontrollerer dokumenter med informasjon om pasienter.

Torunn Janbu

Avdelingsdirektør Avdeling Spesialisthelsetjenester

Divisjon Kvalitet og forløp

Helsedirektoratet

Mobil 97735457

Gmail - Offentleglova anmodning om informasjonsfrihet til Helsedirekto... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=all...

1 of 1 4/30/2021, 2:22 PM



This message has been automatically
translated: Norwegian -> English.

Christine Massey
<cmssyc@gmail.com>

Public Administration Act request for freedom of information
to the Norwegian Directorate of Health
Torunn Janbu <Torunn.Janbu@helsedir.no> Sun, Apr 25, 2021 at 2:09 PM
To: "cmssyc@gmail.com" <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Thank you for the inquiry dated 16 April 2021.

The Norwegian Directorate of Health does not own, store or control documents with information about patients.

Torunn Janbu

Department Director Department of Specialist Health Services

Quality and course division

The Norwegian Directorate of Health

Mobile 97735457

Gmail - Public Administration Act request for freedom of information to ... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=80b5ba0454&jsver=N605Pu...

1 of 1 4/30/2021, 2:23 PM







































 

Freedom of Information request to Public Health 

Wales  

FOI Reference: FOI 453 

Date request 

received 
06 October 2020 

Date information is 

due to be sent 
03 November 2020 

 

Information Requested: 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I request all records in 

the possession, custody or control of Public Health Wales describing the isolation of a 'SARS-COV-2' 

virus, directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first combined 

with any other source of genetic material (eg. monkey kidney cells, a.k.a vero cells;  

liver cancer cells etc).  

  

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the everyday sense of the word: the act of separating a thing(s) 

from everything else. I am not requesting records where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers *instead* to:  

• the culturing of something, or  

• the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a RT-PCR test), or 

• the genetic sequencing of something.  

  

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by the PHW or that pertain to 

work done by the PHW. My request includes any sort of record, for example (but not limited to) any published 

peer-reviewed study that the PHW has downloaded or printed.  

  

Please provide enough information about each record so that I may identify and access each record with 

certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may access it).   

 

 



 

Information provided for the answer: 

Thank you for your recent request. Public Health Wales has not produced any of 

the above mentioned material. Any records that may be in possession of Public 

Health Wales would be material that is already in the public domain, which we 

would decline to supply under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act.  

Under our duty to assist, we would ordinarily be willing to provide links or advise 

where you may be able to find such documentation if we held it within our 

systems, however the information above would prove to be too wide in terms of 

search parameters for us to identify any records with certainty that we hold.  

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request 

and wish to make a complaint or request a review of the decision, you should 

write to the Corporate Complaints Manager, Public Health Wales NHS Trust, 3, 

Number 2, Capital Quarter, Tyndall Street, Cardiff, CF10 4BZ. 

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint or review, you may 

apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO 

cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure 

provided by the Trust. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 

Information Commissioner for Wales 

2nd Floor 

Churchill House 

Churchill Way 

Cardiff 

CF10 2HH 

Telephone: 029 2067 8400 

Email:  wales@ico.org.uk 

 

   







   

SECRETARÍA DE ESTADO DE 
SANIDAD 

 
DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE 

SALUD PÚBLICA  
 

 

 

 1 

Con fecha 10 de febrero de 2021 tuvo entrada en la Unidad de Información de Transparencia 
del Ministerio de Sanidad, solicitud de acceso a la información pública al amparo de la Ley 
19/2013, de 9 de diciembre, de transparencia, acceso a la información pública y buen 
gobierno, presentada por D./Dña. Kepa Mirena Ormazábal Sánchez, solicitud que quedó 
registrada con el número 001-053660.  

Con fecha 15 de febrero de 2021 esta solicitud se recibió en la Dirección General de Salud 
Pública, fecha a partir de la cual empieza a contar el plazo de un mes previsto en el artículo 
20.1 de la Ley 19/2013, de 9 de diciembre, para su resolución. 

Una vez analizada la solicitud, esta Dirección General resuelve conceder el acceso a la 
información a que se refiere la solicitud deducida por D./Dña. Kepa Mirena Ormazábal 
Sánchez. 

La bibliografía científica que maneja el Ministerio de Sanidad la puede encontrar en los 
distintos documentos técnicos para profesionales publicados en la página web de este 
Ministerio [a la que puede acceder a través del siguiente 
enlace: https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/ccayes/alertasActual/nCov/doc
umentos.htm ] y, en concreto, en el apartado titulado Documentos de preparación y respuesta 

al brote.  

Contra la presente resolución, que pone fin a la vía administrativa, podrá interponerse recurso 
contencioso-administrativo ante el la Sala de lo Contencioso-Administrativo del Tribunal 
Superior de Justicia de Madrid [Ley 39/2015, de 1 de octubre, del procedimiento 
administrativo común de las administraciones públicas, y Ley 29/1998, de 13 de julio, 
reguladora de la jurisdicción contencioso-administrativa], en el plazo de dos meses o, previa y 
potestativamente, reclamación ante el Consejo de Transparencia y Buen Gobierno en el plazo 
de un mes; en ambos casos, el plazo se contará desde el día siguiente al de la notificación de la 
presente resolución. 

 
 
 

LA DIRECTORA GENERAL DE SALUD PÚBLICA 
(firmado electrónicamente) 

 
 

Pilar Aparicio Azcárraga 
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CSV : GEN-0c6c-7496-935e-9a91-dbe4-fb43-ea42-70b8

DIRECCIÓN DE VALIDACIÓN : https://sede.administracion.gob.es/pagSedeFront/servicios/consultaCSV.htm

FIRMANTE(1) : MARIA PILAR APARICIO AZCARRAGA | FECHA : 04/03/2021 08:04 | Sin acción específica
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Ministerstvo zdravotnictví, Kancelář ministra 
Palackého náměstí 4, 128 01 Praha 2, www.mzcr.cz 

V Praze dne 30. prosince 2020 

 Č. j.: MZDR 55403/2020-11/MIN/KAN 

*MZDRX01DQV5W* 
MZDRX01DQV5W 

Sdělení Ministerstva zdravotnictví ke stížnosti – poskytnutí požadovaných informací  

K Vámi podané stížnosti, doručené Ministerstvu zdravotnictví dne 26. prosince 2020, 

evidované pod č. j.: MZDR 55403/2020-8/MIN/KAN, Vám níže zasílám požadované 
informace.   

 

Publikace potvrzující existenci viru SARS-CoV-2: 

1. Ludwig S.,Zarbock A. Coronaviruses and SARS-CoV-2: A Brief Overview. 2020 

International Anaesthesia Research Society, www.anesthesia-analgesia.org 

Dostupné na: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7173023/ 
2. Na Zhu et al., A novel coronavirus from patients with pneumonia in China, 2019, N 

Engl J MED 382;8, February 20, 2020 (pdf ke stažení 
zde: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7092803/pdf/NEJMoa2001017.

pdf)  

3. SZÚ WEB: 
http://www.szu.cz/uploads/Epidemiologie/Coronavirus/Zakladni_info/2020_08_07_

Covid_19_zakladni_informace.pdf 

4. Sharma et.al. Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2): a 
global pandemic and treatment strategies. Int J Antimicrob Agents. 2020 
Aug; 56(2): 106054. Published online 2020 Jun 
10. doi: 10.1016/j.ijantimicag.2020.106054 

5. Junejo Y, Ozaslan M, Safdar M, et al. Novel SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19: Origin, 
pathogenesis, genes and genetic variations, immune responses and phylogenetic 
analysis. Gene Rep. 2020;20:100752. doi:10.1016/j.genrep.2020.100752 

6. https://viralzone.expasy.org/9056  

Vážená paní 
Kamala Taris 

Board Member for Public Relations 

Rosetheus Association 

Husinecká 903/10M 

130 00  Praha 3 

 

Adresa pro doručení:  
kamala@resetheus.org 

 

Váš dopis ze dne 26. prosince 2020 
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Ministerstvo zdravotnictví, Kancelář ministra 
Palackého náměstí 4, 128 01 Praha 2, www.mzcr.cz 

7. Corman VM, et al. Detection of 2019 novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) by real-time 

RT-PCR. Euro Surveill. 2020 Jan 

23;25(3):pii=2000045. https://doi.org/10.2807/1560-

7917.ES.2020.25.3.2000045Received: 21 Jan 2020;   Accepted: 22 Jan 2020 

Correction in: Euro Surveill. 2020 Apr 9; 25(14): 20200409c. 

Correction in: Euro Surveill. 2020 Jul 30; 25(30): 2007303. 
 

Tímto doplněním k naší odpovědi ze dne 21.12.2020, č,j.: MZDR 55403/2020-7/MIN/KAN 
považuji Vaši stížnost za vyřízenou.  
 

S pozdravem 

 

 

 

 

 

Mgr. Daniela Kobilková 

ředitelka odboru Kancelář ministra 
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CHARLES UNIVERSITY 
Bursar 

Prague, 17 March 2021  
Ref. No.: UKRUK/68296/2021 

Decision 

Regarding a request filed by Mr. David Šubík, xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, for the disclosure of 
informaNon in accordance with Act No. 106/1999 Coll., the Bursar of Charles University hereby 
delivers the present Decision in accordance with ArNcle 2, Paragraph 1 of Rectoral Decree No. 
41/2014, as amended by Rectoral Decree No. 7/2020: 

The request of Mr. David Šubík is rejected. 

ExplanaIon: 

On 24 February 2021, Mr. David Šubík, xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, filed a request in accordance with Act 
No. 106/1999 Coll., in which he requested:  

- "relevant scienNfic informaNon" in the form of citaNon of a scienNfic publicaNon regarding the 
method for obtaining a complete macromolecule of the RNA of the genome of the SARS-CoV-2 
virus, 

- alternaNvely, if applicable, informaNon on a scienNfic publicaNon based on which the outcome of 
full-genome WGS sequencing can be considered to coincide with the actual genome of a 
pathogenic virus,  

- informaNon on what scienNfic publicaNon has been the basis for demonstraNng the existence of 
the SARS-CoV-2 pathogen and the causal link between SARS-CoV-2 and the COVID-19 disease, 

- "relevant scienNfic informaNon" proving that the target RNA sequences can be considered part of 
the genome of infecNon-causing SARS-CoV-2, and, lastly 

- "relevant scienNfic informaNon" proving that the anNgens detected by anNgen tests have been 
duly established in biochemical terms based on the isolaNon of the aforemenNoned virus. 

Regarding the request filed by Mr. David Šubík, it needs to be said that the issues in quesNon are 
highly specialized, and that although scienNfic consensus, broadly shared across the internaNonal 
scienNst community, exists in this regard, the issues can in no way be considered to consNtute an 
integral body of knowledge that would in any sense whatsoever be the property or at the disposal of 
Charles University, and informaNon regarding which could be requested from a public organizaNon 
within the meaning of Act No. 106/1999 Coll. ScienNfic informaNon presented in specialized 
publicaNons are the intellectual property of the author, or authors, of specific published arNcles, or, 
as the case may be, the publishers of the relevant scienNfic publicaNons. However, Charles University 
is under no obligaNon to review informaNon stated in specific publicaNons, including those published 
by its own employees. Likewise, Charles University has no right to use such informaNon as a basis for 
formulaNng hypotheses and consideraNons or to convey such informaNon, as verified facts, to third 

Ovocný trh 5, 116 36 Prague 1, Czech Republic  
Telephone: (+420) 224 491 313-4, 900  

E-mail: rektor@cuni.cz  
hip://www.cuni.cz



parNes. As opposed to being a closed system of truths, scienNfic knowledge is a dynamic process 
leading toward truth, where no enNty is the "owner" of specific scienNfic conclusions. It is up to 
everyone to use criNcal examinaNon and relevant erudiNon to draw conclusions, using all available 
resources. 

The quesNons asked by the applicant clearly stem from the dogmaNc concept of the so-called Koch's 
Postulates, and they have been widely debated already in connecNon with the controversies 
surrounding the HIV/AIDS epidemic. It needs to be pointed out that the ensemble of rules applied by 
Robert Koch 140 years ago in the detecNon of the tuberculosis bacillus has now been long 
considered obsolete. Thanks to modern molecular and biological methods, it is not necessary to 
isolate a pathogenic micro-organism to be able to determine its molecular structure, the exact 
sequence of the base pairs of its DNA/RNA, and the spaNal structure of all of its proteins. 

There exists broad scienNfic consensus that the COVID-19 disease is caused by the SARS-CoV2 virus, 
that this virus can be specifically and sensiNvely detected using a number of biochemical methods, 
including polymerase chain reacNon, that the detailed chemical and spaNal structure of all of the 
proteins consNtuNng the SARS-CoV-2 virus is known, as is the structure of the virus itself, and that 
the exact sequence of the hereditary informaNon, RNA, of the virus is known as well. InformaNon on 
all of the foregoing can be easily obtained by an informed, qualified person through an informed 
search in open informaNon sources. Charles University, however, cannot provide answers to the 
applicant's quesNons, which could serve as the final, authoritaNve, and indisputable truth or 
ulNmate scienNfic informaNon. 

For these reasons, the applicant's request cannot be accepted, and Charles University has no choice 
but to reject it. 

Note: This Decision may be appealed to the Charles University Rectorate within 15 days aler the 
delivery hereof (SecNon 16, Paragraph 1 of Act No. 106/1999 Coll.). 

 Tomáš Horáček  
 Bursar, Charles University 

resetheus.org 
hips://www.facebook.com/resetheus

Ovocný trh 5, 116 36 Prague 1, Czech Republic  
Telephone: (+420) 224 491 313-4, 900  

E-mail: rektor@cuni.cz  
hip://www.cuni.cz

translated by Paul Novotný













ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS (AS PROVIDED BY THE FOI SUBMITTER) 

OF QUESTIONS 10-17 AND NLZOH’S INITIAL RESPONSE  

 

 

 

10) Glede na z državnimi predpisi določeno vlogo in namenom ter pomenom NLZOH na področju 
javnega zdravja, Vlagatelj domneva, da je NLZOH v lastnih laboratoriju dokazal fizični obstoj 
virusa iz vzorcev okuženih oseb ob upoštevanju Kochovig in/ ali Riverjevih postulatov, zato 
Vlagatelj pričakuje listinsko informacijo, v kateri NLZOH to izkazuje. 
 

Given the role and purpose determined by state regulations and the importance of NLZOH in 

the field of public health, the Applicant assumes that NLZOH proved in its own laboratory the 

physical existence of the virus from samples of infected persons taking into account Kochovig 

and / or River's postulates, which NLZOH demonstrates this. 

 

11) Če NLZOH fizični obstoj virusa ni dokazal, Vlagatelj pričakuje, da mu NLZOH predloži listinsko 
informacijo laboratorija, ki je dokazal fizični obstoj virusa?  

 

If the NLZOH has not proved the physical existence of the virus, does the Applicant expect the 

NLZOH to provide him with documentary information from the laboratory that proved the 

physical existence of the virus? 

 

12) Če fizični obstoj virusa(sploh) ni laboratorijsko dokazan po Kochovih in/ali Riverjevih 
postulatih, vlagatelj pričakuje listinsko informacijo,ki (kakorkoli) dokazuje obstoj virusa? 

 

If the physical existence of the virus (at all) is not laboratory proven according to Koch's and / 

or River's postulates, does the applicant expect documentary information that (in any way) 

proves the existence of the virus? 

 

13) Ali se je celotna (izolirana) DNA sekvenca virusa pridobila iz okuženih pacientov ali 
računalniško z algoritmi iz vzorcev genske banke? Vlagatelj pričakuje,da mu NLZOH predloži 
listinsko informacijo kdo je prvi izvedel celotno( biokemično karakterizicijo) DNA sekvenco 

virusa? 

 

Has the entire (isolated) DNA sequence of the virus been obtained from infected patients or 

by computer algorithms from gene bank samples? The applicant expects the NLZOH to provide 

him with documentary information as to who first performed the entire (biochemical 

characterization) DNA sequence of the virus? 

 

14) Ali so bili opravljeni vsi potrebni kontrolni eksperimenti, da se izloči možnost,da ta 
sekvenčna struktura i.e. genetski sev, ki je pripisan temu virusu, ne izvira iz drugega vira in da je 
neškodljiv? 

 

Have all the necessary control experiments been performed to rule out the possibility that this 

sequence structure i.e. the genetic strain attributed to this virus does not originate from 

another source and is harmless? 

 



15)Ali so bile opravljene vse potrebne kontrole, da se izloči,da eksperimentalna priprava, i.e. 

okužba celične kulture(e.g. VeroE6 celice/celice iz jeter opic), s katero se je obdelala celična 
kultura, ni posledica afekta, ki bi se tako pomotoma pripisal zaznavanju virusa? 

 

Have all the necessary controls been carried out to rule out that the experimental 

preparation, i.e. is the cell culture infection (eg VeroE6 cells / monkey liver cells) treated with 

the cell culture not the result of an affect so mistakenly attributed to virus detection? 

 

16) Glede na ( uradno) informacijo, da virus povzroča C19, vlagatelj od NLZOH pričakuje listinsko 
informacijo, ki pri ljudeh to vzročnost virusa in C19 dokazuje? 

 

According to (official) information that the virus causes C19, does the applicant expect from 

NLZOH documentary information that proves this causality of the virus in humans and C19? 

 

17) Ali NLZOH pri odkrivanju virusa s PCR testom uporablja Corman-Drosten protokol ali kateri 

drugi protokol? Vlagatelj pričakuje od NLZOH pričakuje ali potrditev ali listinsko informacijo o 
protokolu, ki ga pri svojem delu upošteva NLZOH.  
 

Does NLZOH use the Corman-Drosten protocol or any other protocol to detect the virus by 

PCR test? The applicant expects from the NLZOH either confirmation or documentary 

information on the protocol that the NLZOH follows in its work. 

 

 

 

ANSWER from NLZOH regarding questions 10-17 

 

 

Z dokumenti, zaprošenimi pod točkami 10. do 17. NLZOH ne razpolaga v takšni obliki, ki jo 
zahteva prosilec, ker NLZOH za diagnostiko C19 ne uporablja gojitvenih metod,temveč za 
dokazovanje virusne RNK v kužninah uporablja teste, ki so validirani in imajo CE-IVD oznako, 

izvaja jih od prvega dne epidemije po protokolu proizvajalca, pred uporabo jih verificira po 

internih navodilih za delo, ki so izključno namenjeni laboratorijskemu osebju in so opredeljeni 
kot poslovna skrivnost, zato prosilca napotuje na svetovni splet, kjer so številni peer-viewed 

članki, v katerih je opisano gojenje virusa SARS-CoV-2 na celičnih kulturah 

 

 

 

The documents requested under points 10 to 17 are not available to the NLZOH in the form 

required by the applicant, as the NLZOH does not use culture methods to diagnose C19, but 

uses tests that are validated and CE-certified to detect viral RNA in infectious diseases. IVD 

label, carried out from the first day of the epidemic according to the manufacturer's protocol, 

verified before use according to internal work instructions, which are exclusively intended for 

laboratory staff and are defined as a business secret, so the applicant is referred to the World 

Wide Web, where many peer-viewed articles , which describe the cultivation of SARS-CoV-2 

virus on cell cultures 

 

























ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS (AS PROVIDED BY THE FOI SUBMITTER) 

OF NLZOH’S FINAL RESPONSE TO SELECT QUESTIONS 

 

 

Point 10: We do not have information as you asked, because we do not prove existence of viable 

virus with growing methods, but we prove in samples presence of nucleic acid, this is physical 

part of the virus. 

 

Point 11: We do not have information as you asked, because we do not prove existence of viable 

virus with growing methods. Physical presence of virus in cell cultures and animal models is 

attested in many articles on line for free are pay 

 

Point 12: We do not have information as you asked, because we do not prove existence of viable 

virus with growing methods. Virus SARS-CoV-2, which was isolated in cell culture by IMI is 

deposited and registered in European archive for viruses EVAg, available at  

 https://www.european-virus-archive.com/virus/sars-cov-2-strain-sloveniasi-426520-d614g   

 

 

Then on page 5 of this document: 

 

Today for proving viruses (SARS-CoV-2 or other viruses) we mostly use molecular techniques 

where we prove presence of nucleic acid, this is genome of the virus in the sample. For this 

procedure we do not need viable (live) virus, that is why we inactivate the sample at the 

beginning, so the procedure is safe for technician. The most used molecular method today is 

PCR. Depending on the machine and used methods it takes about 1 to 4 hours. When we want 

to prove existence of viable virus (virus which is able to infect next cell), we put sample on 

appropriate cell culture with appropriate medium. We then observe for several days under a 

microscope whether a cytopathogenic effect has occurred, which tells us that the virus is 

spreading in the cells. 

 

This is then further proven by other techniques (such as immunofluorescence). Because we 

work with a viable virus and the SARS-CoV-2 is well transmitted and can cause serious illness, 

such work is prescribed to be performed only in a laboratory with a biosafety level of III. The 

procedure takes about four to eight days and is not performed for diagnostic purposes because 

the investigation would take too long. Rapid action is needed to prevent the spread of the 

infectious disease, so the cultivation methods for the detection of viable virus for diagnostic 

purposes, which are the subject of the complainant, are not performed by us, and therefore we 

do not have the required documentation 

 

https://www.european-virus-archive.com/virus/sars-cov-2-strain-sloveniasi-426520-d614g




























Translation provided by FOI submitter 

 

 

QUESTIONS AND THE ANSWERS PROVIDED UKCLJ (UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTRE LJUBLJANA), 

SLOVENIA: 

 

1) The applicant wants a link to the studies that your institution relies on in proving the physical 

existence of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and its pathogenicity? 

 

ANSWER :    

 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7095418/             

  

 

2) In the event that your work on virus isolation and its pathogenicity relies on the cultivation of 

viruses in cell culture, the necessary control experiments have been carried out, and the 

applicant would like to be provided with a link to this information: 

 

         -   to rule out the possibility that this sequence structure i.e. the genetic strain attributed to 

this virus does not originate from other genetic material and is harmless?  

 

         -   to exclude that experimental preparation, i.e. is the cell culture infection (VeroE6) 

treated with the cell culture not the reason for the cytopathic effect that would so mistakenly be 

attributed to the virus? 

 

ANSWER:       

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7095418/                  

The genetic code of SARS-CoV-2 is related to other coronaviruses and is harmful 

 

 

3) Can the applicant be referred exactly to the studies of a Slovenian, European or world 

laboratory, which proved the physical existence of the virus even according to Koch's 

postulates? 

 

ANSWER:     

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7184405/pdf/ciaa325.pdf         

We give a reference which shows that SARS-CoV-2 meets Koch's postulates. We explain to the 

applicant that Koch and his colleague Henle published the postulates before viruses were 

discovered. Later, mainly in the light of virology findings, Koch's postulates were adapted to the 

new discoveries. 

 

 

4) Does your institution have an article or study from a Slovenian, European or world laboratory 

that has proven its physical existence and pathogenicity in the following way: 

- a sample (blood, saliva, lung fluid, etc.) was taken from the infected person, which was cleaned 

to such an extent that only pure viral particles and nothing else remained 

-the sample is visualized under the microscope and the image of the virus is taken 

-characterized by its unique biochemical structure 

-the entire genome sequence is obtained 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7095418/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7095418/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7184405/pdf/ciaa325.pdf


-determines which proteins it is composed of 

-and then an isolated and purified sample is inserted into the experimental body of the animal 

or human who then caused the disease and its associated symptoms 

 

ANSWER:        https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7184405/pdf/ciaa325.pdf            

 

 

5)  Can the applicant be referred to the studies of a Slovenian, European or world laboratory 

that has proven the physical existence of viruses from the coronavirus family (229E, OC43, SARS-

CoV-2003, NL63, HKU1, MERS-CoV) according to Koch's postulates or in the manner described 

under serial number 4? 

 

ANSWER:          

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12748632/         

 

 

6) Can the applicant be specifically referred to the studies of a Slovenian, European or world 

laboratory that has proven the physical existence of Ebola, Zika, H1N1 or HIV viruses according 

to Koch's postulates or in the manner described under serial number 4? 

ANSWER:        

DOI: 10.1016/0035-9203(52)90043-6 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12995441/                             

https://academic.oup.com/trstmh/article-abstract/46/5/521/1896900?redirectedFrom=fulltext  

 

 

7) By which multiplication cycle did the Corman-Drosten protocol define the boundary between 

the positive and negative sample? 

 

ANSWER:        

https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2020.25.3.2000045                  

     

 Explanation: Corman et al (2020) does not specify the boundary between a positive and a 

negative sample with a Ct value, but on the basis of a detection limit (Figure 3) representing the 

lowest amount / concentration of analyte (in this case a copy of viral inheritance) can be 

detected (limits of 5.2 and 3.8 copies of viral inheritance per reaction were found for E gene and 

RdRP gene, respectively). 

 

 

8) Why was 40 ct used in Slovenia, if Corman et al states 45 Ct? 

 

ANSWER:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat

a/file/926410/Understanding_Cycle_Threshold__Ct__in_SARS-CoV-2_RT-PCR_.pdf 

Explanation: In the event that the RT-PCR is found to be negative above 39CT after validation, it 

is not necessary to perform a test up to 45Ct for such completion.  

9) Why was 40Ct used in Slovenia instead of the recommended 25 Ct? 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7184405/pdf/ciaa325.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12748632/
https://doi.org/10.1016/0035-9203(52)90043-6
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12995441/
https://academic.oup.com/trstmh/article-abstract/46/5/521/1896900?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2020.25.3.2000045
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/926410/Understanding_Cycle_Threshold__Ct__in_SARS-CoV-2_RT-PCR_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/926410/Understanding_Cycle_Threshold__Ct__in_SARS-CoV-2_RT-PCR_.pdf


 

ANSWER: Refused to answer 

 

 

10) On the basis of which scientific evidence can a test be used to diagnose an infection that is 

not binary (as a pregnancy test) but arbitrary, which means that each laboratory or country can 

set its own Ct limit that separates when a sample is positive or negative? 

 

ANSWER:       

http://www.giagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-

119f9f28fefd&lang=en           

Explanation: The limit is not arbitrary, but is determined on the validation data of the RT-PCR 

test, and internal validation analyzes of each laboratory 

 

 

11) Is there a possibility that the initiators and genes used in the Corman et al protocol bind to 

sequences of the human genome and microbes? If not, the applicant wants a reference or link 

to this data to prove this? 

 

ANSWER:      

The specificity of the binding of the initial oligonucleotides in the article by Corman et al (2020) 

is explained by the authors themselves in the paragraph: "Specificity testing"                           

 

 

12) Can the applicant be directed to documents that explain how dr. Christian Drosten 

determined the sequences of both oligonucleotides, and the E, N and RdRP genes that are 

supposed to be specific for SARS-CoV-2, if he admits in his study that he did not have an isolated 

reference sample of the virus? 

 

ANSWER:     

Explanations of the authors of the studies Corman et al (2020), who obtained the sequences in 

accordance with the practice from publicly available databases.                   

On the page 2 you have the rest of the answer in english third pragraph from the bottom up 

 

 

13) Can the applicant be referred to a study (test validation) where the RT-PCR test is shown to 

be sensitive, specific and reproducible only to viral RNA sequences of the virus? 

 

ANSWER:       

http://www.giagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-

119f9f28fefd&lang=en 

 

 

14) Almost the same question as under number 11. My mistake. Same answer as under number 

11 

 

 

 

http://www.giagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-119f9f28fefd&lang=en
http://www.giagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-119f9f28fefd&lang=en
http://www.giagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-119f9f28fefd&lang=en
http://www.giagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-119f9f28fefd&lang=en


15) Can RT-PCR distinguish between active and inactive virus? In case it can, the applicant wants 

a link to this information 

 

ANSWER:           

https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/40805                       

The remaining answer is in English in the last paragraph on page 2 

 

 

16) Can an RT-PCR test determine that a viral RNA sequence is pathogenic? In case it can, the 

applicant wants a link to this information 

 

ANSWER:     

With RT-PCR method we detect the presence/absence of viral inheritance 

 

 

17) Can an RT-PCR test detect related coronaviruses? In case it does not, the applicant wants a 

link to this data. 

 

ANSWER:    

https://www.qiagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-

119f9f28fefd&lang=en    

 

In reference to: the specificity of the binding of the initial oligonucleotides to "related 

coronaviruses" in Corma et.al. (2020) the authors explain in paragraph:  "Cross - reactivity with 

other coronaviruses” 

 

 

18) Can an RT-PCR test find viral particles from past infections? If he cannot, the applicant wants 

a link to this information 

 

ANSWER: RT-PCR test can find viral particles from past infections 

 

 

19) Can a sample at 40Ct be positive and then negative if we lower the boundary between 

positive and negative to 25 Ct? 

 

ANSWER:  Yes, it can 

 

 

20) Can the applicant be directed to RCT studies and not recommendations that unequivocally 

prove that wearing a mask prevents the spread of the virus? 

 

ANSWER:  

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-72798-7 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2776536 

https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2020-02994-001 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33362251/ 

https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/40805
https://www.qiagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-119f9f28fefd&lang=en
https://www.qiagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-119f9f28fefd&lang=en
https://www.qiagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-119f9f28fefd&lang=en
https://www.qiagen.com/us/resources/resourcedetail?id=8d610767-ec01-4ec8-afc6-119f9f28fefd&lang=en
http://et.al/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-72798-7
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2776536
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2020-02994-001
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33362251/


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33362251/ 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33422089/ 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00112-020-01090-99m 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32388722/ 

https://www.pnas.org/content/118/4/e2014564118 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33483277/ 

 

 

 

21) The applicant also wants references to RCT safety studies outside the controlled areas 

(medical facilities, laboratories, etc.) that wearing a mask in everyday life is not harmful to 

health? 

 

ANSWER:  Refused to answer 

 

 

22) Can an applicant be referred to RTC studies rather than computer models that unequivocally 

prove that a healthy person can spread the virus? 

 

ANSWER:         

https://journals.asm.org/doi/10.1128/mSphere.00019-21 

 

 

23) How many people died in your institution in 2020 who had only a positive RT-PCR test and 

were free of any life-threatening associated disease? 

 

ANSWER:  Refused to answer 

 

24) How many people died in your institution in 2020 who were sent from nursing homes and 

how many others? 

 

ANSWER:  Refused to answer 

 

25) What was the average age of people in 2020 who died in your institution from the virus?  

 

ANSWER: the people who died were mostly from the age of 65 onwards 

 

 

26) How many people tested positive for RT-PCR tests in 2021 upon arrival at your facility, even 

though they had already received the recommended doses of vaccines? 

 

ANSWER:  Refused to answer 

 

 

27) Why is it now recommended for vaccinated people to perform the RT-PCR test at 28Ct or 

not at all, when for all others it is considered that the RT-PCR test is performed at 40Ct? Why 

double standards, which create a lot of suspicion and prove that the number of infected people 

can be manipulated by the number of aids in the RT-PCR test? 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33362251/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33422089/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00112-020-01090-99m
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32388722/
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/4/e2014564118
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33483277/
https://journals.asm.org/doi/10.1128/mSphere.00019-21


 

 ANSWER:              Information-for-laboratories-COVID-vaccine-breakthrough-case-

investigation.pdf 

 

 

28) How many people have you treated or died from the side effects of COVID-19 vaccines in 

2021? 

 

ANSWER:  Refused to answer 

 

 

29) Can the applicant be sent the occupancy documentation of all your hospital beds for 2017, 

2018, 2019 and 2020? 

 

ANSWER: I got the annual report for 2019 and 2020 

 

 

30) Will a medical service be provided to a healthy patient who would come to your facility due 

to a broken leg and does not want to be tested in any way? 

 

 

 

31) Why is there no other safe and effective therapies like HQC and Ivermectin offered in your 

facility, but only a fully experimental gene therapy injection is offered as the only way to treat 

COVID-19 disease? 

 

ANSWER:    

https://c19ivermectin.com/     

https://c19hcq.com/                                       

they put my links in this answer 

https://c19ivermectin.com/
https://c19hcq.com/


 
De: "Bettina Galo" <bettina.galo@gmail.com> 
Para: "Gustavo Folle" <gfolle@iibce.edu.uy>, "Gustavo Folle" 

<gustavofolle@gmail.com>, "Susana González" <sgonzalez@iibce.edu.uy>, 

info@geneticamedica.com.uy, "Jose Badano" <Jbadano@pasteur.edu.uy>, 

genetica@fmed.edu.uy, decano@fq.edu.uy 
Enviados: Lunes, 3 de Mayo 2021 16:26:04 

Asunto: Solicitud de REGISTROS DEL SARS-COV-2 

 

Esta es una solicitud formal de acceso a registros generales, 

realizada bajo la Ley Nº 18.381 Derecho de Acceso a la 

Información Pública 

  
  
Descripción de los registros solicitados: 

  
Todos los estudios y / o informes en posesión, custodia o control de los informes 
y registros que describan la purificación de cualquier "virus COVID-19 " 

(incluidos "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1" y cualquier otra "variante") (mediante 
maceración, filtración y uso de una ultracentrífuga; también a veces por algunas 
personas como "aislamiento") , directamente de una muestra tomada de un ser 
humano enfermo, donde la muestra del paciente NO SE combinó primero con 
ninguna otra fuente de material genético (es decir, células de riñón de mono, 
también conocidas como células Vero; suero fetal bovino) . 

  
Tenga en cuenta que no estoy solicitando estudios / informes donde los 
investigadores no pudieron purificar el "virus" sospechoso y en su lugar: 

 cultivado una muestra no purificada u otra sustancia no purificada, y / 
o 

 realizó una prueba de amplificación (es decir, una prueba de PCR) en 
todo el ARN de una muestra de paciente o de un cultivo celular, o en 
material genético de cualquier sustancia no purificada, y / o 

 Secuenció el ARN total de una muestra de paciente o de un cultivo 
celular o de cualquier sustancia no purificada , y / o 

 produjo imágenes de microscopía electrónica de cosas no purificadas 
en un cultivo celular. 

Para mayor claridad, tenga en cuenta que ya soy consciente de que, según la 
teoría del virus, un "virus" requiere células huésped para replicarse, y no solicito 
registros que describan la replicación de un "virus" sin células huésped. 

  
Además, yo no estoy solicitando los registros de pacientes privados o registros 

que describen un supuesto "virus" flotando en el vacío; Simplemente solicito 
registros que describan su purificación ( separación de todo lo demás en la 

mailto:bettina.galo@gmail.com
mailto:gfolle@iibce.edu.uy
mailto:gustavofolle@gmail.com
mailto:sgonzalez@iibce.edu.uy
mailto:info@geneticamedica.com.uy
mailto:Jbadano@pasteur.edu.uy
mailto:genetica@fmed.edu.uy
mailto:decano@fq.edu.uy


muestra del paciente, según las prácticas estándar de laboratorio para la 
purificación de otras cosas pequeñas). 
  
Tenga en cuenta también que mi solicitud no se limita a los registros que fueron 

creados por o en cualquiera de los organismos, instituciones antes nombradas o 
que pertenecen al trabajo realizado en / por ellos . Más bien, mi solicitud incluye 
cualquier registro que coincida con la descripción anterior, por ejemplo (pero no 
limitado a) cualquier estudio revisado por pares publicado y escrito por cualquier 
persona, en cualquier lugar, alguna vez. que haya sido descargado o impreso 

por los antes citados y se haya utilizado como evidencia de un "virus" causante 
de enfermedades. 
  
Tenga en cuenta que a pesar del hecho de que la purificación es un paso 
esencial (pero no suficiente) para probar la existencia de un "virus" que causa 
una enfermedad, hasta la fecha, 53 instituciones en todo el mundo no han 
proporcionado o citado tales registros, por lo tanto, a mi conocimiento no existen 
tales registros y si existen no puedo acceder a ellos hasta que se me 
proporcione una cita o URL. 
  
Por lo tanto, si algún registro coincide con la descripción anterior de los 
registros solicitados y está actualmente disponible para el público en otro 

lugar, proporcione suficiente información sobre cada registro para que pueda 
identificar y acceder a cada uno con certeza (es decir, título, autor (es), fecha, 
revista, donde el público pueda acceder a ella). Proporcione las URL siempre 
que sea posible. 

 

Formato : 
Documentos PDF enviados a mí por correo electrónico;  
  
Información del contacto: 

Apellido: Galo Viegas 

Nombre : María Bettina 
 
Correo electrónico:bettina.galo@gmail.com 

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BM9qnoKjvQljnp9d6CTx1M0D8bTJQojMDUkhbln0nEYFvu4dUoupEnKw7b3DzStj4wCGE3yB9bAH4gyS9UCiHjZkt-nw3ANJbVqFKr5IcBuvMXH-PKywG8l6UGDbRrXIxoxtFDM7PKmdX8a9nj-Jum9znxXFBoDHUD6vbHOW6ApqOo0iEEcleXB7ZJuAQd-khwG0yzc9gDNfkVR4v74nYb
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BM9qnoKjvQljnp9d6CTx1M0D8bTJQojMDUkhbln0nEYFvu4dUoupEnKw7b3DzStj4wCGE3yB9bAH4gyS9UCiHjZkt-nw3ANJbVqFKr5IcBuvMXH-PKywG8l6UGDbRrXIxoxtFDM7PKmdX8a9nj-Jum9znxXFBoDHUD6vbHOW6ApqOo0iEEcleXB7ZJuAQd-khwG0yzc9gDNfkVR4v74nYb
mailto:nico%3Abettina.galo@gmail.com


El mié, 26 may 2021 a las 12:13, Asistentes Académicos IIBCE 

(<asistentes@iibce.edu.uy>) escribió: 

Estimada Bettina Galo: 

 
Cumplo en enviar adjunto nota con la respuesta del Consejo 

Directivo, referente a su consulta. 
 
Se solicita acusar recibo de la misma. 

Saludos cordiales, 
Yenny Marrero 
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De: "Bettina Galo" <bettina.galo@gmail.com> 
Para: "Gustavo Folle" <gfolle@iibce.edu.uy>, "Gustavo Folle" 

<gustavofolle@gmail.com>, "Susana González" <sgonzalez@iibce.edu.uy>, 

info@geneticamedica.com.uy, "Jose Badano" <Jbadano@pasteur.edu.uy>, 

genetica@fmed.edu.uy, decano@fq.edu.uy 
Enviados: Lunes, 3 de Mayo 2021 16:26:04 

Asunto: Solicitud de REGISTROS DEL SARS-COV-2 

 

Esta es una solicitud formal de acceso a registros generales, 

realizada bajo la Ley Nº 18.381 Derecho de Acceso a la 

Información Pública 

  
  
Descripción de los registros solicitados: 

  
Todos los estudios y / o informes en posesión, custodia o control de los informes 
y registros que describan la purificación de cualquier "virus COVID-19 " 

(incluidos "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1" y cualquier otra "variante") (mediante 
maceración, filtración y uso de una ultracentrífuga; también a veces por algunas 
personas como "aislamiento") , directamente de una muestra tomada de un ser 
humano enfermo, donde la muestra del paciente NO SE combinó primero con 
ninguna otra fuente de material genético (es decir, células de riñón de mono, 
también conocidas como células Vero; suero fetal bovino) . 

  
Tenga en cuenta que no estoy solicitando estudios / informes donde los 
investigadores no pudieron purificar el "virus" sospechoso y en su lugar: 

 cultivado una muestra no purificada u otra sustancia no purificada, y / 
o 

 realizó una prueba de amplificación (es decir, una prueba de PCR) en 
todo el ARN de una muestra de paciente o de un cultivo celular, o en 
material genético de cualquier sustancia no purificada, y / o 

 Secuenció el ARN total de una muestra de paciente o de un cultivo 
celular o de cualquier sustancia no purificada , y / o 

 produjo imágenes de microscopía electrónica de cosas no purificadas 
en un cultivo celular. 

Para mayor claridad, tenga en cuenta que ya soy consciente de que, según la 
teoría del virus, un "virus" requiere células huésped para replicarse, y no solicito 
registros que describan la replicación de un "virus" sin células huésped. 

  
Además, yo no estoy solicitando los registros de pacientes privados o registros 

que describen un supuesto "virus" flotando en el vacío; Simplemente solicito 
registros que describan su purificación ( separación de todo lo demás en la 
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muestra del paciente, según las prácticas estándar de laboratorio para la 
purificación de otras cosas pequeñas). 
  
Tenga en cuenta también que mi solicitud no se limita a los registros que fueron 

creados por o en cualquiera de los organismos, instituciones antes nombradas o 
que pertenecen al trabajo realizado en / por ellos . Más bien, mi solicitud incluye 
cualquier registro que coincida con la descripción anterior, por ejemplo (pero no 
limitado a) cualquier estudio revisado por pares publicado y escrito por cualquier 
persona, en cualquier lugar, alguna vez. que haya sido descargado o impreso 

por los antes citados y se haya utilizado como evidencia de un "virus" causante 
de enfermedades. 
  
Tenga en cuenta que a pesar del hecho de que la purificación es un paso 
esencial (pero no suficiente) para probar la existencia de un "virus" que causa 
una enfermedad, hasta la fecha, 53 instituciones en todo el mundo no han 
proporcionado o citado tales registros, por lo tanto, a mi conocimiento no existen 
tales registros y si existen no puedo acceder a ellos hasta que se me 
proporcione una cita o URL. 
  
Por lo tanto, si algún registro coincide con la descripción anterior de los 
registros solicitados y está actualmente disponible para el público en otro 

lugar, proporcione suficiente información sobre cada registro para que pueda 
identificar y acceder a cada uno con certeza (es decir, título, autor (es), fecha, 
revista, donde el público pueda acceder a ella). Proporcione las URL siempre 
que sea posible. 

 

Formato : 
Documentos PDF enviados a mí por correo electrónico;  
  
Información del contacto: 

Apellido: Galo Viegas 

Nombre : María Bettina 
 
Correo electrónico:bettina.galo@gmail.com 

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BM9qnoKjvQljnp9d6CTx1M0D8bTJQojMDUkhbln0nEYFvu4dUoupEnKw7b3DzStj4wCGE3yB9bAH4gyS9UCiHjZkt-nw3ANJbVqFKr5IcBuvMXH-PKywG8l6UGDbRrXIxoxtFDM7PKmdX8a9nj-Jum9znxXFBoDHUD6vbHOW6ApqOo0iEEcleXB7ZJuAQd-khwG0yzc9gDNfkVR4v74nYb
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BM9qnoKjvQljnp9d6CTx1M0D8bTJQojMDUkhbln0nEYFvu4dUoupEnKw7b3DzStj4wCGE3yB9bAH4gyS9UCiHjZkt-nw3ANJbVqFKr5IcBuvMXH-PKywG8l6UGDbRrXIxoxtFDM7PKmdX8a9nj-Jum9znxXFBoDHUD6vbHOW6ApqOo0iEEcleXB7ZJuAQd-khwG0yzc9gDNfkVR4v74nYb
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El mié, 26 may 2021 a las 12:13, Asistentes Académicos IIBCE 

(<asistentes@iibce.edu.uy>) escribió: 

Estimada Bettina Galo: 

 
Cumplo en enviar adjunto nota con la respuesta del Consejo 

Directivo, referente a su consulta. 
 
Se solicita acusar recibo de la misma. 

Saludos cordiales, 
Yenny Marrero 
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A DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE SECRETARÍA 

Exp. Ref. N° 12/001/3/2902/2021 

Por solicitud de acceso a la información pública la Sra. María Galo solicita: “Descripción 

de los registros solicitados: “Todos los estudios y / o informes en posesión, custodia o 

control de los Centros para el Control y la Prevención de Enfermedades del MSP y/o 

PRIVADOS integrantes o no del GACH -sin excepción- a cargo de la Pandemia Covid19, 

UDELAR, Facultad de Ciencias, Facultad de Química, Facultad de Medicina y el 

Departamento de Genética de la Facultad de Medicina, la Agencia para Sustancias y 

cualquier otra dependencia público o privado, o público-privada (Laboratorios de 

investigación): QUE describan la purificación de cualquier "virus COVID-19 " (incluidos 

"B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1" y cualquier otra "variante") (mediante maceración, filtración 

y uso de una ultracentrífuga; también a veces por algunas personas como 

"aislamiento") , directamente de una muestra tomada de un ser humano enfermo, 

donde la muestra del paciente NO SE combinó primero con ninguna otra fuente de 

material genético (es decir, células de riñón de mono, también conocidas como células 

Vero; suero fetal bovino). Tenga en cuenta que no estoy solicitando estudios /informes 

donde los investigadores no pudieron purificar el "virus" sospechoso y en su lugar: 

• cultivado una muestra no purificada u otra sustancia no purificada, y / o 

• realizó una prueba de amplificación (es decir, una prueba de PCR) en todo el ARN de 

una muestra de paciente o de un cultivo celular, o en material genético de cualquier 

sustancia no purificada, y / o 

• Secuenció el ARN total de una muestra de paciente o de un cultivo celular o de 

cualquier sustancia no purificada, y / o 

• produjo imágenes de microscopía electrónica de cosas no purificadas en un cultivo 

celular. 

Para mayor claridad, tenga en cuenta que ya soy consciente de que, según la teoría del 

virus, un "virus" requiere células huésped para replicarse, y no solicito registros que 

describan la replicación de un "virus" sin células huésped. 

Además, yo no estoy solicitando los registros de pacientes privados o registros que 

describen un supuesto "virus" flotando en el vacío; Simplemente solicito registros que 
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describan su purificación (separación de todo lo demás en la muestra del paciente, 

según las prácticas estándar de laboratorio para la purificación de otras cosas 

pequeñas). Tenga en cuenta también que mi solicitud no se limita a los registros que 

fueron creados por o en cualquiera de los organismos, instituciones antes nombradas o 

que pertenecen al trabajo realizado en / por ellos . Más bien, mi solicitud incluye 

cualquier registro que coincida con la descripción anterior, por ejemplo (pero no 

limitado a) cualquier estudio revisado por pares publicado y escrito por cualquier 

persona, en cualquier lugar, alguna vez que haya sido descargado o impreso por los 

antes citados y se haya utilizado como evidencia de un "virus" causante de 

enfermedades. Tenga en cuenta que a pesar del hecho de que la purificación es un paso 

esencial (pero no suficiente) para probar la existencia de un "virus" que causa una 

enfermedad, hasta la fecha, 53 instituciones en todo el mundo no han proporcionado o 

citado tales registros, por lo tanto, a mi conocimiento no existen tales registros y si 

existen no puedo acceder a ellos hasta que se me proporcione una cita o URL. Por lo 

tanto, si algún registro coincide con la descripción anterior de los registros solicitados y 

está actualmente disponible para el público en otro lugar, proporcione suficiente 

información sobre cada registro para que pueda identificar y acceder a cada uno con 

certeza (es decir, título, autor (es), fecha, revista, donde el público pueda acceder a 

ella). Proporcione las URL siempre que sea posible.” 

La Ley N° 18.381 en su artículo 13 exige que las solicitudes de información deben ser 

claras respecto a la información que se solicita. Los términos de lo consultado, no 

logran ser comprendidos en su cabalidad, lo cual dificulta dar respuesta a lo 

peticionado. Las solicitudes deben establecer con precisión a qué información se 

solicita acceder, no a qué información no se solicita acceder. Tampoco corresponde en 

esta vía ingresar en discusiones sobre las opiniones del peticionante. 

En segundo lugar, corresponde aclarar que el Ministerio de Salud Pública no es 

custodio, ni de estudios ni de informes de otras instituciones y organismos, como lo 

son la UDELAR o el GACH, donde la interesada debería dirigir sus consultas. 

Sí es posible afirmar, que de acuerdo a lo informado por la Dirección de Laboratorios 

del Ministerio, la muestra del paciente contiene  genes de las células de la persona que 

se realiza el hisopado y de contener virus, contienen genes del virus, en este caso SARS 
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CoV2 y que su purificación se realiza a través de un proceso automatizado que utiliza 

reactivos y perlas magnéticas donde se separa el ARN del virus, que es el que se busca. 

En virtud de lo expuesto, corresponde dar respuesta al peticionante en los términos 

del presente informe.  
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Ministerio de Salud Pública 

Dirección General de Secretaría 

VISTO: la solicitud de información pública efectuada por la Sra. María 

Bettina Galo Viegas, al amparo de lo dispuesto por la Ley Nº 18.381 de 17 

de octubre de 2008; 

RESULTANDO: que la peticionante solicita información sobre: i) todos 

los estudios y/o informes en posesión, custodia o control de los Centros 

para el Control y la Prevención de Enfermedades del M.S.P. y/ o privados 

integrantes o no del Grupo Asesor Científico Honorario (GACH), sin 

excepción, a cargo de la pandemia Covid-19, UDELAR, Facultad de 

Ciencias, Facultad de Química, Facultad de Medicina y el Departamento de 

Genética de la Facultad de Medicina, la Agencia para Sustancias y 

cualquier otra dependencia público o privado, o público-privada 

(Laboratorios de investigación); y ii) información sobre cada registro que 

describan la purificación de cualquier “virus- COVID -19” para poder 

identificar y acceder a cada uno con certeza; 

CONSIDERANDO: I) que en merito a lo informado por la División 

Servicios Jurídicos, corresponde acceder a lo peticionado con excepción de 

la información solicitada que no se ajusta a los requisitos normativos, 

debiendo existir una descripción clara de la información requerida, así 

como cualquier dato que facilite su localización, rigiendo para ello lo 

dispuesto en el artículo 13 de la Ley Nº 18.381 de 17 de octubre de 2008; 

                                II) que de acuerdo a lo dispuesto por el artículo 16 de la 

citada disposición legal, el acto que resuelva la petición debe emanar del 

jerarca máximo del Inciso o quien posea facultades delegadas al efecto; 

ATENTO: a lo precedentemente expuesto y a lo establecido por 

Resolución Ministerial Nº 38/991 de 22 de enero de 1991; 
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LA DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE SECRETARÍA 

en ejercicio de las atribuciones delegadas  

R E S U E L V E: 

1º) Autorízase el acceso a la información en forma parcial, en referencia 

a la solicitud efectuada por la Sra. María Bettina Galo Viegas, al 

amparo de lo dispuesto por la Ley Nº 18.381 de 17 de octubre de 

2008. 

2º) Notifíquese a la parte interesada a través de Secretaría de la 

Dirección General de Secretaría. Pase al Departamento de 

Comunicaciones para su publicación en la página web Institucional. 

Cumplido, archívese. 

 

Ref. Nº  001-3-2902-2021 

VC 
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Se otorgó Nº de Res. DIGESE 377-2021 
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TO THE GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF THE SECRETARIAT 
Exp. Ref. N ° 12/001/3/2902/2021 
 
Upon request for access to public information, Mrs. María Galo requests:  
 
“Description of the requested records:  
 
“All studies and / or reports in possession, custody or 
control of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the MSP and / or 
PRIVATE members or not of the GACH -without exception- in charge of the Covid19 Pandemic, 
UDELAR, Faculty of Sciences, Faculty of Chemistry, Faculty of Medicine and the 
Department of Genetics of the Faculty of Medicine, the Agency for Substances and 
any other public or private, or public-private agency (Laboratorios de 
research): THAT describe the purification of any "COVID-19 viruses" (including 
"B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1" and any other "variant") (by maceration, filtration 
and use of an ultracentrifuge; also sometimes by some people like 
"isolation"), directly from a sample taken from a sick human being, 
where the patient sample was NOT first combined with any other source of 
genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells, also known as cells 
Vero; fetal bovine serum).  
 
Please note that I am not requesting studies / reports 
where the researchers were unable to purify the suspected "virus" and instead:  
 
• cultured a non-purified sample or other non-purified substance, and / or 
 
• performed an amplification test (that is, a PCR test) on all RNA from 
a patient sample or cell culture, or genetic material from any 
non-purified substance, and / or 
 
• Sequenced total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from 
any non-purified substance, and / or 
 
• produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things in a culture 
mobile. 
For the sake of clarity, note that I am already aware that according to the theory of 
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virus, a "virus" requires host cells to replicate, and I do not request records that  
describe the replication of a "virus" without host cells. 
 
Also, I am not requesting private patient records or records that 
describe a supposed "virus" floating in a vacuum; I simply request records that  
describe its purification (separation from everything else in the patient sample, 
according to standard laboratory practices for purification of other things 
little).  
 
Also note that my request is not limited to records that 
were created by or in any of the agencies, institutions named above or 
that belong to the work done in / by them. Rather, my request includes 
any record that matches the description above, for example (but not 
limited to) any peer-reviewed study published and written by any 
person, anywhere, ever that has been downloaded or printed by the 
cited above and has been used as evidence of a "virus" that causes 
diseases. 
 
Note that despite the fact that purification is a step 
essential (but not sufficient) to prove the existence of a "virus" that causes a 
disease, to date, 53 institutions worldwide have not provided or 
cited such records, therefore, to my knowledge there are no such records and if 
they exist I cannot access them until a quote or URL is provided to me. For the 
 
Therefore, if any record matches the previous description of the requested records and 
is currently available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough 
information about each record so that you can identify and access each one with 
certainty (i.e. title, author (s), date, journal, where the public can access 
her). Provide URLs whenever possible. " 
 
 
Law No. 18,381 in its article 13 requires that requests for information must be 
clear regarding the information requested. The terms of what was consulted, no 
manage to be fully understood, which makes it difficult to respond to what 
petitioned. Requests must establish precisely what information is 
requests to access, not what information is not requested to access. Nor does it correspond to  
In this way, enter into discussions about the opinions of the petitioner. 
 
Secondly, it is appropriate to clarify that the Ministry of Public Health is not 
custodian, neither of studies nor of reports of other institutions and organizations, as 
They are the UDELAR or the GACH, where the interested party should direct their inquiries.  
 
Yes, it is possible to affirm that according to the information provided by the Laboratories Directorate 
from the Ministry, the patient's sample contains genes from the person's cells that  
swabbing is performed and if they contain viruses, they contain virus genes, in this case SARS 
CoV2 and that its purification is carried out through an automated process that uses 
reagents and magnetic beads where the RNA of the virus is separated, which is what it is looking for.  
 
By virtue of the foregoing, it is the responsibility of the petitioner to respond in the terms 
of this report. 
 
 
 
Performance 
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Ministry of Public Health 
General Directorate of Secretariat 
 
SEEN: the request for public information made by Mrs. María 
Bettina Galo Viegas, under the provisions of Law No. 18,381 of 17 
October 2008; 
 
RESULTING: that the petitioner requests information on: i) all 
the studies and / or reports in possession, custody or control of the Centers 
for the Control and Prevention of Diseases of the MSP and / or private 
members or not of the Honorary Scientific Advisory Group (GACH), without 
exception, in charge of the Covid-19 pandemic, UDELAR, Faculty of 
Sciences, Faculty of Chemistry, Faculty of Medicine and the Department of 
Genetics of the Faculty of Medicine, the Agency for Substances and 
any other public or private, or public-private agency 
(Research laboratories); and ii) information on each record that 
describe the purification of any “COVID-19 viruses” in order to 
identify and access each one with certainty; 
 
CONSIDERING: 
 
 I) that based on the information provided by the Division 
Legal Services, it corresponds to access the request with the exception of 
the requested information that does not conform to regulatory requirements, 
there must be a clear description of the required information, as well  
as any data that facilitates its location, governing for this the 
provided in Article 13 of Law No. 18,381 of October 17, 2008; 
 
II) that in accordance with the provisions of article 16 of the 
aforementioned legal provision, the act that resolves the petition must emanate from the 
maximum hierarch of the subsection or whoever has powers delegated to that effect; 
 
ATTENTION: to the foregoing and to what is established by 
Ministerial Resolution No. 38/991 of January 22, 1991; 
001-3-2902-2020 PARTIAL RESPONSE ACCESS TO INFORMATION MARIA BETTINA GALO - 
MJB.pdf 
Document: 12/001/3/2902/2021 Action: 10 33 
 
 
 
THE GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF THE SECRETARIAT 
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in exercise of delegated powers 
 
RESOLVES: 
 
1º) Authorize access to information partially, in reference 
to the request made by Mrs. María Bettina Galo Viegas, at 
under the provisions of Law No. 18,381 of October 17, 
2008. 
 
2º) Notify the interested party through the Secretariat of the 
General Directorate of Secretariat. Go to the Department of 
Communications for publication on the Institutional website. 
Accomplished, file. 
 
Ref. No. 001-3-2902-2021 
VC 
 
001-3-2902-2020 PARTIAL RESPONSE ACCESS TO INFORMATION MARIA BETTINA GALO - 
MJB.pdf 
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 Public Accountability Unit 

Wellington House 

133-155 Waterloo Road 

London SE1 8UG 

 

 T  020 8327 6920 

 

 

www.gov.uk/phe  

By email 
request-679566-e6380751@whatdotheyknow.com  
 
Our ref: 24/07/hf/872 

20 August 2020 
Dear Andrew Johnson, 
 
Re: Documents held showing SARS-COV2 has been isolated and Causes 
COVID-19 
 
Thank you for your email dated 24 July 2020. In accordance with Section 1(1)(a) of 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act), I can confirm that Public Health 
England (PHE) does not hold the information you have specified.   
 
Your Request 
All records in the possession, custody or control of Public Health England  
describing the isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a sample taken 
from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with 
any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; 
liver cancer cells). 
 
Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the 
act of separating a thing(s) from everything else. I am not requesting records 
where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers *instead* to: 
 
• the culturing of something, or 
• the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or • the sequencing 
of something. 
 
Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored 
by the PHE or that pertain to work done by the PHE. My request includes any 
sort of record, for example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed 
study that the PHE has downloaded or printed. 
 
Please provide enough information about each record so that I may identify 
and access each record with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where 
the public may access it).”  
 
Response 
PHE can confirm it does not hold information in the way suggested by your request. 
 
Under section 16 of the Act, public authorities have a duty to provide advice and 
assistance. I have signposted you to the below links which contain information on 
taking COVID-19 swabs. 

http://www.gov.uk/phe
mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-taking-swab-
samples 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/types-and-uses-of-coronavirus-covid-
19-tests/types-and-uses-of-coronavirus-covid-19-tests 
 
Additionally, the below publication contains some information on virus isolation: 
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-
7917.ES.2020.25.32.2001483  
 
If you have any queries regarding the information that has been supplied to you, 
please refer your query to in writing in the first instance. If you remain dissatisfied 
and would like to request an internal review, then please contact us at the address 
above or by emailing foi@phe.gov.uk. 
 
Please note that you have the right to an independent review by the Information 
Commissioner’s Office if a complaint cannot be resolved through the PHE 
complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner’s Office can be contacted by 
writing to Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
FOI Team 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-taking-swab-samples
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-taking-swab-samples
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/types-and-uses-of-coronavirus-covid-19-tests/types-and-uses-of-coronavirus-covid-19-tests
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/types-and-uses-of-coronavirus-covid-19-tests/types-and-uses-of-coronavirus-covid-19-tests
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2020.25.32.2001483
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2020.25.32.2001483
mailto:xxx@xxx.xxx.xx


 
 
 
 
 
 
3rd November 2020 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: 202010343 
 
Thank you for your request for information about SARS-COV-2 
 

Your request was received on 24/10/2020 and I am dealing with it under the 
terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act).  
 
I can confirm that following a search of our records, the Health and Safety 
Executive does not hold information relating to isolation of SARS-COV-2, I 
have been advised you should contact Public Health England. 
 
However I can confirm that the Health and Safety Executive holds the 
information relating ) any published peer-reviewed study that the HSE has 
downloaded or printed 
 
This information is being withheld as it falls under the exemption in section 21 
of the Act Information accessible by other means.  
 
Section 21 of the Act is an absolute exemption not subject to the public 
interest test. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. Please remember 
to quote the reference number above in any future communications.  
 
If you are unhappy with the decisions made by HSE you may ask for an 
internal review within two calendar months of the date of this letter by writing 
to me.  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you have the 
right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Tel: 0303 123 1113 
Email: casework@ico.org.uk 
Website: https://ico.org.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 
Cameron Hadwin 

mailto:casework@ico.org.uk




Was your request handled in a timely manner? YES/NO

Were you provided with sufficient information to assist you with your request? YES/NO

Yours Sincerely

Freedom of Information Office

Digital

Northern Care Alliance

Salford/North Manchester/Oldham/Rochdale/Fairfield

Team Tel: Please note our offices are closed for the foreseeable future. The best way to contact the team is
via email or Microsoft teams

-----Original Message-----
From: PennineFOI atSalford
Sent: 11 June 2021 07:54
Subject: RE: Freedom of information - TL1S - FOI 11035 - ack

Good morning,

With reference to your request made under the Freedom of Information Act, Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust
acknowledges receipt of your request for information and informs you that the process has been instigated. Our
Reference number should be used in all future correspondence.

In accordance with Trust policy and the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, a period of 20
working days is assigned for processing your request. [Working days within the NHS refers to Mon-Fri.] We will
provide you with an explanation if we find that there is any reason why this period may extend beyond the period
prescribed by the Act.

Please contact us if you have any queries regarding the procedure.

Kind regards,

Freedom of Information Office

Gmail - Fwd: Freedom of informa�on - TL1S - FOI 11035 - Final response h�ps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=al...
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Digital

Northern Care Alliance

Salford/North Manchester/Oldham/Rochdale/Fairfield

Team Tel: Please note our offices are closed for the foreseeable future. The best way to contact the team is via
email or Microsoft teams

-----Original Message-----

From: Ryan Kate (Microbiology) <kate.ryan@srft.nhs.uk>

Sent: 10 June 2021 10:31

Cc: Freedom of information request <FreedomOf.InformationRequest@srft.nhs.uk>

Subject: RE: Freedom of information - TL1S - FOI 11035

I have referred your request to the Freedom of Information department.

Kind Regards,

Kate Ryan

Microbiology Service Manager

Pathology at Wigan and Salford (PAWS)

Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust

Salford Care Organisation

Part of the Northern Care Alliance NHS Group

tel: 0161 206 5025 (Internal extension: 65025)

mobile: 07970268833

Trust email: kate.ryan@srft.nhs.uk

NHS email: paws.microbiology@nhs.net

PA for Microbiology – Diane Lancaster ( 0161 206 5030 diane.lancaster@srft.nhs.uk)

-----Original Message-----

Sent: 09 June 2021 21:02

To: Ryan Kate (Microbiology) <kate.ryan@srft.nhs.uk>

Subject: Freedom of information

Gmail - Fwd: Freedom of informa�on - TL1S - FOI 11035 - Final response h�ps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=al...
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Hi Kate,

Under the freedom of information Act I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on the PCR
test (Polymerase Chain Reaction) test as standard, and if that number has been changed at any time for whatever
reason.

I would also like to know how many children under the age of 16 have been logged as a death from SARSCoV2,
without any underlying health issues.

And can you tell me if you have any records of SARSCoV2 going through Koch’s postulates?

Kind regards

The UK

Sent from my iPhone

3 attachments

PCR Testing - 09 07 2021.pdf
194K

NCA FOI COVID 19 responses  080721.pdf
258K

NCA FOI Response Report - FOI 11135 - Final.pdf
154K
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Freedom of Information Report 

 
 
 
FOI / 11135 

 

Question (dated:09/06/2021) 
Requestor Category: Individual 

 
I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on the PCR (polymerase 
chain reaction) test as standard and if that number has ever been changed at any time for 
whatever reason. 
 
I would also like to know how many children with under the age of 16 have been logged as 
a death from SARSCoV2 without any underlying health issues. 
 
Can you also tell me if you have any records of SARSCoV2 going through Koch’s 
Postulates.  
 

Response – Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust 

 

All COVID-19 related information for the Trust is published online (including PCR 

testing). In line with section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act, please visit the 

link below to access the information requested 

 

https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-

information/randr/?entryid34=217656&q=0%7epcr%7e 

https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-

information/randr/?esctl2071478directoryviewpager_p=1&entryid34=205243&q=0%7efoi+c

ovid%7e 

 

 

https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?entryid34=217656&q=0%7epcr%7e
https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?entryid34=217656&q=0%7epcr%7e
https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?esctl2071478directoryviewpager_p=1&entryid34=205243&q=0%7efoi+covid%7e
https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?esctl2071478directoryviewpager_p=1&entryid34=205243&q=0%7efoi+covid%7e
https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?esctl2071478directoryviewpager_p=1&entryid34=205243&q=0%7efoi+covid%7e


 

Freedom of Information Report 

 
 
 
COVID-19 RELATED FIGURES 

 
COVID- 19 death figures are reported daily on the NHS England website. In line with 
section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act, please visit the link below to access the 
information requested 

 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-daily-deaths/  
 
 

• the number of patients in hospital with COVID including those in mechanical 
ventilation 

• the number of patients admitted to hospital with COVID 

• the number of patients diagnosed in hospital with COVID 

• the number of patients discharged from hospital and  

• staffing absences 

• hospital admissions, 

• number of Adult G&A beds; occupied by COVID patients; occupied by non-COVID 
patients, unoccupied 

• number of all beds occupied by COVID patients 

• number of MV beds occupied by COVID patients 
 
are also reported via the link below 
 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-hospital-activity/  
 
Cause of death is not recorded on our clinical systems and would be recorded on an 
individual’s death certificate. To review all death certificates issued over this time period to 
establish the primary cause of death is estimated will take in excess of time expectations of 
the Freedom of Information Act. The Trust therefore sites section 12(1) and is unable to 
provide a response to this request. 
 
Break down per Care Organisation and Hospital  

 

 

Patients (March 2020 
– December 2020) 

Patients (Jan 2021 – 
March 2021 

Bury and Rochdale Care 
Organisation (Fairfield General 
Hospital and Rochdale Infirmary) 12 

 
 

12 

Oldham Care Organisation (The 
Royal Oldham Hospital) 16 

 
35 

North Manchester Care Organisation 
(North Manchester General Hospital) 88 

 
<10 

  

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-daily-deaths/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-hospital-activity/


 

 

 

The total number of patients who have died with a positive COVID-19 test within 28 days of 

their death with no previous existing health conditions between March 2020 and 8th 

December 2020 at Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust is <10 

 

The total number of patients who have died with a positive COVID-19 test within 28 days of 

their death with no previous existing health conditions between January 2021 and March 

2021 at Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust is <10 

 

The Trust applies an exemption under section 41 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 

(Information provided in confidence in relation to patients that are deceased and are not 

afforded rights under the GDPR) and has not provided any figures less than 10.  

 
The Trust is unable to differentiate between those who died with or from COVID-19.  
However, in the spirit of the FOI Act, the Trust is able to provide the following information of 

the total number of patients who have died with a positive COVID-19 test within 28 days of 

their death: 

432 patient’s deaths have been submitted into the Covid-19 Patient Notification System 

(CPNS) via NHS England within the time frame of March 2020 to the 16th of December 

2020 at Fairfield General Hospital 

155 patient’s deaths have been submitted into the Covid-19 Patient Notification System 

(CPNS) via NHS England within the time frame of March 2020 to the 22nd of January 2021 

at the Royal Oldham Hospital 

 

**Figures for April to July 2021 will be published by the end of September 2021 (exempt 

under section 22 of the FOI Act – intended for future publication) 

 



 

Freedom of Information Report 

 
 
 
FOI / 11128 

 

Question (dated:09/06/2021) 
Requestor Category: Individual 

 
1. I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on PCR (Polymerase 

Chain Reaction) test as standard and if that number has ever been changed at 
anytime for whatever reason. 

 
2. I would also like to know how many children under the age of 16 have been logged 

as a death from SARSCov2 without any underlying health issues. 
 

3. And can you tell me if you have any records of SARSCov2 going through Koch's 
Postulates. 

 

Response – Salford Royal Foundation Trust 

 

1. I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on PCR (Polymerase 
Chain Reaction) test as standard and if that number has ever been changed at 
anytime for whatever reason. 
 
The Trust uses the following Commercial CE IVD assays - Hologic Panther, 
Cepheid, BD Max, Abbott Alinity, Abbott M2000 and AusDiagnostics Hi-Plex. 
The number of thermal cycles across all the platforms in use varies slightly 
and the maximum is 42; the parameters for all these assays are available from 
the commercial suppliers. The Trust does not alter them for any reason. 

 
2. I would also like to know how many children under the age of 16 have been logged 

as a death from SARSCov2 without any underlying health issues. 
 
There were no children under the age of 16 who died within 28 days of a 
positive COVID-19 test result.  
 

3. And can you tell me if you have any records of SARSCov2 going through Koch's 
Postulates. 

 

The Trust has not recorded any cases going through Koch's Postulates. 
 

 

 



 

Response – Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust 

 

1. I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on PCR (Polymerase 
Chain Reaction) test as standard and if that number has ever been changed at 
anytime for whatever reason. 
 
 
The Trust uses the following Commercial CE IVD assays - Hologic Panther, 
Cepheid, BD Max, Abbott Alinity, Abbott M2000 and AusDiagnostics Hi-Plex. 
The number of thermal cycles across all the platforms in use varies slightly 
and the maximum is 42; the parameters for all these assays are available from 
the commercial suppliers. The Trust does not alter them for any reason. 
 

 
2. I would also like to know how many children under the age of 16 have been logged 

as a death from SARSCov2 without any underlying health issues. 
 
 
The Trust is unable to provide figures of those who have died from COVID-19. 
In the spirit of the FOI Act, the Trust can provide information on those with a 
positive COVID 19 test within 28 days of death.  
There were less than 10 children who died within 28 days of a positive COVID- 
19 test result.  
The Trust applies an exemption under section 41 (1) of the Freedom of 
Information Act (Information provided in confidence in relation to patients that 
are deceased and are not afforded rights under the GDPR) and has not 
provided any figures less than 10. 
 

3. And can you tell me if you have any records of SARSCov2 going through Koch's 
Postulates. 

 

The Trust has not recorded any cases going through Koch's Postulates. 
 

 





Was your request handled in a timely manner? YES/NO

Were you provided with sufficient information to assist you with your request? YES/NO

Yours Sincerely

Freedom of Information Office

Digital

Northern Care Alliance

Salford/North Manchester/Oldham/Rochdale/Fairfield

Team Tel: Please note our offices are closed for the foreseeable future. The best way to contact the team is
via email or Microsoft teams

-----Original Message-----
From: PennineFOI atSalford
Sent: 11 June 2021 07:54
Subject: RE: Freedom of information - TL1S - FOI 11035 - ack

Good morning,

With reference to your request made under the Freedom of Information Act, Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust
acknowledges receipt of your request for information and informs you that the process has been instigated. Our
Reference number should be used in all future correspondence.

In accordance with Trust policy and the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, a period of 20
working days is assigned for processing your request. [Working days within the NHS refers to Mon-Fri.] We will
provide you with an explanation if we find that there is any reason why this period may extend beyond the period
prescribed by the Act.

Please contact us if you have any queries regarding the procedure.

Kind regards,

Freedom of Information Office
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Digital

Northern Care Alliance

Salford/North Manchester/Oldham/Rochdale/Fairfield

Team Tel: Please note our offices are closed for the foreseeable future. The best way to contact the team is via
email or Microsoft teams

-----Original Message-----

From: Ryan Kate (Microbiology) <kate.ryan@srft.nhs.uk>

Sent: 10 June 2021 10:31

Cc: Freedom of information request <FreedomOf.InformationRequest@srft.nhs.uk>

Subject: RE: Freedom of information - TL1S - FOI 11035

I have referred your request to the Freedom of Information department.

Kind Regards,

Kate Ryan

Microbiology Service Manager

Pathology at Wigan and Salford (PAWS)

Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust

Salford Care Organisation

Part of the Northern Care Alliance NHS Group

tel: 0161 206 5025 (Internal extension: 65025)

mobile: 07970268833

Trust email: kate.ryan@srft.nhs.uk

NHS email: paws.microbiology@nhs.net

PA for Microbiology – Diane Lancaster ( 0161 206 5030 diane.lancaster@srft.nhs.uk)

-----Original Message-----

Sent: 09 June 2021 21:02

To: Ryan Kate (Microbiology) <kate.ryan@srft.nhs.uk>

Subject: Freedom of information
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Hi Kate,

Under the freedom of information Act I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on the PCR
test (Polymerase Chain Reaction) test as standard, and if that number has been changed at any time for whatever
reason.

I would also like to know how many children under the age of 16 have been logged as a death from SARSCoV2,
without any underlying health issues.

And can you tell me if you have any records of SARSCoV2 going through Koch’s postulates?

Kind regards

The UK

Sent from my iPhone

3 attachments

PCR Testing - 09 07 2021.pdf
194K

NCA FOI COVID 19 responses  080721.pdf
258K

NCA FOI Response Report - FOI 11135 - Final.pdf
154K
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Freedom of Information Report 

 
 
 
FOI / 11135 

 

Question (dated:09/06/2021) 
Requestor Category: Individual 

 
I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on the PCR (polymerase 
chain reaction) test as standard and if that number has ever been changed at any time for 
whatever reason. 
 
I would also like to know how many children with under the age of 16 have been logged as 
a death from SARSCoV2 without any underlying health issues. 
 
Can you also tell me if you have any records of SARSCoV2 going through Koch’s 
Postulates.  
 

Response – Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust 

 

All COVID-19 related information for the Trust is published online (including PCR 

testing). In line with section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act, please visit the 

link below to access the information requested 

 

https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-

information/randr/?entryid34=217656&q=0%7epcr%7e 

https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-

information/randr/?esctl2071478directoryviewpager_p=1&entryid34=205243&q=0%7efoi+c

ovid%7e 

 

 

https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?entryid34=217656&q=0%7epcr%7e
https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?entryid34=217656&q=0%7epcr%7e
https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?esctl2071478directoryviewpager_p=1&entryid34=205243&q=0%7efoi+covid%7e
https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?esctl2071478directoryviewpager_p=1&entryid34=205243&q=0%7efoi+covid%7e
https://www.srft.nhs.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/randr/?esctl2071478directoryviewpager_p=1&entryid34=205243&q=0%7efoi+covid%7e


 

Freedom of Information Report 

 
 
 
COVID-19 RELATED FIGURES 

 
COVID- 19 death figures are reported daily on the NHS England website. In line with 
section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act, please visit the link below to access the 
information requested 

 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-daily-deaths/  
 
 

• the number of patients in hospital with COVID including those in mechanical 
ventilation 

• the number of patients admitted to hospital with COVID 

• the number of patients diagnosed in hospital with COVID 

• the number of patients discharged from hospital and  

• staffing absences 

• hospital admissions, 

• number of Adult G&A beds; occupied by COVID patients; occupied by non-COVID 
patients, unoccupied 

• number of all beds occupied by COVID patients 

• number of MV beds occupied by COVID patients 
 
are also reported via the link below 
 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-hospital-activity/  
 
Cause of death is not recorded on our clinical systems and would be recorded on an 
individual’s death certificate. To review all death certificates issued over this time period to 
establish the primary cause of death is estimated will take in excess of time expectations of 
the Freedom of Information Act. The Trust therefore sites section 12(1) and is unable to 
provide a response to this request. 
 
Break down per Care Organisation and Hospital  

 

 

Patients (March 2020 
– December 2020) 

Patients (Jan 2021 – 
March 2021 

Bury and Rochdale Care 
Organisation (Fairfield General 
Hospital and Rochdale Infirmary) 12 

 
 

12 

Oldham Care Organisation (The 
Royal Oldham Hospital) 16 

 
35 

North Manchester Care Organisation 
(North Manchester General Hospital) 88 

 
<10 

  

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-daily-deaths/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-hospital-activity/


 

 

 

The total number of patients who have died with a positive COVID-19 test within 28 days of 

their death with no previous existing health conditions between March 2020 and 8th 

December 2020 at Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust is <10 

 

The total number of patients who have died with a positive COVID-19 test within 28 days of 

their death with no previous existing health conditions between January 2021 and March 

2021 at Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust is <10 

 

The Trust applies an exemption under section 41 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 

(Information provided in confidence in relation to patients that are deceased and are not 

afforded rights under the GDPR) and has not provided any figures less than 10.  

 
The Trust is unable to differentiate between those who died with or from COVID-19.  
However, in the spirit of the FOI Act, the Trust is able to provide the following information of 

the total number of patients who have died with a positive COVID-19 test within 28 days of 

their death: 

432 patient’s deaths have been submitted into the Covid-19 Patient Notification System 

(CPNS) via NHS England within the time frame of March 2020 to the 16th of December 

2020 at Fairfield General Hospital 

155 patient’s deaths have been submitted into the Covid-19 Patient Notification System 

(CPNS) via NHS England within the time frame of March 2020 to the 22nd of January 2021 

at the Royal Oldham Hospital 

 

**Figures for April to July 2021 will be published by the end of September 2021 (exempt 

under section 22 of the FOI Act – intended for future publication) 

 



 

Freedom of Information Report 

 
 
 
FOI / 11128 

 

Question (dated:09/06/2021) 
Requestor Category: Individual 

 
1. I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on PCR (Polymerase 

Chain Reaction) test as standard and if that number has ever been changed at 
anytime for whatever reason. 

 
2. I would also like to know how many children under the age of 16 have been logged 

as a death from SARSCov2 without any underlying health issues. 
 

3. And can you tell me if you have any records of SARSCov2 going through Koch's 
Postulates. 

 

Response – Salford Royal Foundation Trust 

 

1. I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on PCR (Polymerase 
Chain Reaction) test as standard and if that number has ever been changed at 
anytime for whatever reason. 
 
The Trust uses the following Commercial CE IVD assays - Hologic Panther, 
Cepheid, BD Max, Abbott Alinity, Abbott M2000 and AusDiagnostics Hi-Plex. 
The number of thermal cycles across all the platforms in use varies slightly 
and the maximum is 42; the parameters for all these assays are available from 
the commercial suppliers. The Trust does not alter them for any reason. 

 
2. I would also like to know how many children under the age of 16 have been logged 

as a death from SARSCov2 without any underlying health issues. 
 
There were no children under the age of 16 who died within 28 days of a 
positive COVID-19 test result.  
 

3. And can you tell me if you have any records of SARSCov2 going through Koch's 
Postulates. 

 

The Trust has not recorded any cases going through Koch's Postulates. 
 

 

 



 

Response – Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust 

 

1. I would like to know the number of cycles you have been using on PCR (Polymerase 
Chain Reaction) test as standard and if that number has ever been changed at 
anytime for whatever reason. 
 
 
The Trust uses the following Commercial CE IVD assays - Hologic Panther, 
Cepheid, BD Max, Abbott Alinity, Abbott M2000 and AusDiagnostics Hi-Plex. 
The number of thermal cycles across all the platforms in use varies slightly 
and the maximum is 42; the parameters for all these assays are available from 
the commercial suppliers. The Trust does not alter them for any reason. 
 

 
2. I would also like to know how many children under the age of 16 have been logged 

as a death from SARSCov2 without any underlying health issues. 
 
 
The Trust is unable to provide figures of those who have died from COVID-19. 
In the spirit of the FOI Act, the Trust can provide information on those with a 
positive COVID 19 test within 28 days of death.  
There were less than 10 children who died within 28 days of a positive COVID- 
19 test result.  
The Trust applies an exemption under section 41 (1) of the Freedom of 
Information Act (Information provided in confidence in relation to patients that 
are deceased and are not afforded rights under the GDPR) and has not 
provided any figures less than 10. 
 

3. And can you tell me if you have any records of SARSCov2 going through Koch's 
Postulates. 

 

The Trust has not recorded any cases going through Koch's Postulates. 
 

 





Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking #
56595
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [E] <robin.schofield@nih.gov> Thu, Jun 24, 2021 at 10:56 AM
To: "cmssyc@gmail.com" <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Cc: "Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <mmoore@niaid.nih.gov>

Good morning Ms. Massey,

Your request below is properly directed to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as they are the ones
who did the isolation: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/grows-virus-cell-culture.html

See publication: https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/6/20-0516_article

You can submit a request to the CDC at the following link: https://www.cdc.gov/od/foia/index.htm

Regards,

Robin L. Schofield, MPS

FOIA Coordinator

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

From: FOIA_noreply@nih.gov <FOIA_noreply@nih.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 10:39 AM
To: FOIA-7 <FOIA71@mail.nih.gov>
Subject: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking # 56595

Hi FOIA Team!

Request # 56595 was submitted through the NIH FOIA Public Portal and assigned to you for review and
further processing.

Please review the request and if all required details have not been provided by the requester, be sure to use
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the "Stop Clock" option to ensure processing time for the request is accurately monitored while waiting for
clarification/information from the requester.

Request Description:

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
describing the purification of any "COVID-19 virus" (aka "SARS-COV-2" and including "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351",
"P.1" and any other "variant") (via filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred toat times by some
people as "isolation"),directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not
first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine
serum). 

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus"
and instead:

- cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or

- performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture,
or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or

- sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance,
and/or

- produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things.

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells in
order to replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells. 

Further, I am not requesting private patient data.  Nor am I requesting records that describe a suspected
"virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting records that describe its purification (separation from
everything else in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory practices for the purification of very small
things). 

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by the NIH or that pertain to
work done at/bythe NIH.  Rather, my request includes any record matching the above description, for example
(but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that has been
downloaded or printed and relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" by the NIH.

In the interests of transparency, if any records match the above description of requested records and are
currently available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I
may identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may
access it). Please provide URLs where possible.
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Format:

Pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be shipped to me. (Date Range for Record
Search: From 12/01/2019 To 06/24/2021)
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking #
56595
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Thu, Jun 24, 2021 at 12:37 PM
To: "Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <robin.schofield@nih.gov>

Dear Robin,

Thank you but this request has already been submitted to the CDC multiple times, both last year and again this year. 
Their most recent response dated June 7, 2021, attached, was that "A search of our records failed to reveal any
documents pertaining to your request." 

I am already aware of the CDC study by Harcourt et al., thank you.  They did not purify any suspected "virus" from a
patient sample, thus their study does not match the description of my request.  Instead they unscientifically interpreted
cytopathic effects on monkey kidney cells (to which patient sample + fetal bovine serum + toxic drugs had been
added) as proof of "the virus", without any control group. They also fabricated (as opposed to discovered) a genome. 

72 additional institutions globally have all failed to provide any record of "virus" purification from a patient sample:
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-
cov-2-isolation-purification/

Thus, I do require a formal response from NIH and/or NIAID.

Please note that I resubmitted the request a few minutes ago, to specify that I seek records held by NIAID as opposed
to NIH in general (although I would be interested in a response re NIH in general, as well).

Thank you and best wishes,
Christine

[Quoted text hidden]

June 7 2021 CDC SARS-COV-2 21-01076 Final Response No Records EXHIBIT.pdf
141K
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking #
56595
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [E] <robin.schofield@nih.gov> Thu, Jun 24, 2021 at 1:11 PM
To: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Cc: "Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <mmoore@niaid.nih.gov>

Please see the attached.

Regards,

Robin L. Schofield, MPS

FOIA Coordinator

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

[Quoted text hidden]

Final #56595.pdf
245K
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For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" 

requires host cells in order to replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the 

replication of a "virus" without host cells.  

 

Further, I am not requesting private patient data.  Nor am I requesting records that 

describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting records that 

describe its purification (separation from everything else in the patient sample, as per 

standard laboratory practices for the purification of very small things).  

 

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by the NIAID 

or that pertain to work done at/by the NIAID.  Rather, my request includes any record 

matching the above description, for example (but not limited to) any published peer-

reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that has been downloaded or 

printed and relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" by the NIAID. 

 

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently 

available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record 

so that I may identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, 

where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where possible.  

 

Format: 

Pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be shipped to me. 

 

(Date Range for Record Search: From 12/01/2019 To 06/24/2021) 

  

We have previously queried our Division of Clinical Research for records responsive to similar 

requests.  Your request is properly directed to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) as they are the ones who did the isolation: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/lab/grows-virus-cell-culture.html 

 

See publication: https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/6/20-0516_article 

 

You can submit a request to the CDC at the following link: https://www.cdc.gov/od/foia/index.htm  

If you disagree with their no records determination, you should properly avail yourself of the 

appeal rights described in their final response to you. 

 

If you are not satisfied with the processing and handling of this request, you may contact the NIAID 

FOIA Public Liaison: 

 

NIAID FOIA Public Liaison 

Margaret Moore 

5601 Fishers Lane 

Suite 6G51  

Bethesda, MD 20892  

301-451-5109 (phone) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/grows-virus-cell-culture.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/grows-virus-cell-culture.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/6/20-0516_article
https://www.cdc.gov/od/foia/index.htm


301-480-0904 (fax) 

mm52s@nih.gov (email) 

 

In certain circumstances provisions of the FOIA and Department of Health and Human Services 

FOIA Regulations allow us to recover part of the cost of responding to your request. Because the 

cost is below the $25 minimum, there is no charge.   

  

     Sincerely, 

 

 

 

     Robin L. Schofield 

     FOIA Coordinator  

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases  

 

Robin L. 

Schofield -S

Digitally signed by 

Robin L. Schofield -S 

Date: 2021.06.24 

13:10:25 -04'00'

mailto:mm52s@nih.gov


Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking #
56597
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [E] <robin.schofield@nih.gov> Thu, Jun 24, 2021 at 12:36 PM
To: "cmssyc@gmail.com" <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Cc: "Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <mmoore@niaid.nih.gov>

Good afternoon Ms. Massey,

I am closing this case as a duplicate of the one you submitted and to which I responded less than two hours ago (copy
attached).

Regards,

Robin L. Schofield, MPS

FOIA Coordinator

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

From: FOIA_noreply@nih.gov <FOIA_noreply@nih.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 12:17 PM
To: FOIA-7 <FOIA71@mail.nih.gov>
Subject: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking # 56597

Hi FOIA Team!

Request # 56597 was submitted through the NIH FOIA Public Portal and assigned to you for review and
further processing.

Please review the request and if all required details have not been provided by the requester, be sure to use
the "Stop Clock" option to ensure processing time for the request is accurately monitored while waiting for
clarification/information from the requester.

Request Description:
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All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of the

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) describing the purification of any "COVID-19
virus" (aka "SARS-COV-2" and including "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1" and any other "variant") (via filtration and
use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample taken
from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic
material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus"
and instead:

    - cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or

    - performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a cell
culture, or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or

    - sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance,
and/or

    - produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things.

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells in
order to replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells.

Further, I am not requesting private patient data.  Nor am I requesting records that describe a suspected
"virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting records that describe its purification (separation from
everything else in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory practices for the purification of very small
things).

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by the NIAID or that pertain to
work done at/by the NIAID.  Rather, my request includes any record matching the above description, for
example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that has
been downloaded or printed and relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" by the NIAID.

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to the public
elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I may identify and access each one
with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where
possible.

Format:

Pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be shipped to me.
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(Date Range for Record Search: From 12/01/2019 To 06/24/2021)

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: "Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <robin.schofield@nih.gov>
To: "cmssyc@gmail.com" <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Cc: "Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <mmoore@niaid.nih.gov>
Bcc: 
Date: Thu, 24 Jun 2021 14:56:30 +0000
Subject: FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking # 56595

Good morning Ms. Massey,

Your request below is properly directed to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as they are the ones
who did the isolation: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/grows-virus-cell-culture.html

See publication: https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/6/20-0516_article

You can submit a request to the CDC at the following link: https://www.cdc.gov/od/foia/index.htm

Regards,

Robin L. Schofield, MPS

FOIA Coordinator

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

From: FOIA_noreply@nih.gov <FOIA_noreply@nih.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 10:39 AM
To: FOIA-7 <FOIA71@mail.nih.gov>
Subject: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking # 56595

Hi FOIA Team!

Request # 56595 was submitted through the NIH FOIA Public Portal and assigned to you for review and
further processing.

Please review the request and if all required details have not been provided by the requester, be sure to use
the "Stop Clock" option to ensure processing time for the request is accurately monitored while waiting for
clarification/information from the requester.
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Request Description:

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
describing the purification of any "COVID-19 virus" (aka "SARS-COV-2" and including "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351",
"P.1" and any other "variant") (via filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred toat times by some
people as "isolation"),directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not
first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine
serum). 

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus"
and instead:

- cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or

- performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture,
or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or

- sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance,
and/or

- produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things.

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells in
order to replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells. 

Further, I am not requesting private patient data.  Nor am I requesting records that describe a suspected
"virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting records that describe its purification (separation from
everything else in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory practices for the purification of very small
things). 

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by the NIH or that pertain to
work done at/bythe NIH.  Rather, my request includes any record matching the above description, for example
(but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that has been
downloaded or printed and relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" by the NIH.

In the interests of transparency, if any records match the above description of requested records and are
currently available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that I
may identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may
access it). Please provide URLs where possible.

Gmail - FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment No�fica�on from NIH FOIA Public Por... h�ps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80b5ba0454&view=pt&search=al...
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Format:

Pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be shipped to me. (Date Range for Record
Search: From 12/01/2019 To 06/24/2021)

FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking # 56595.eml
21K
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Appeal re NIAID handling of FOIA requests Portal-Tracking # 56595 and #56597
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Thu, Jun 24, 2021 at 2:33 PM
To: mm52s@nih.gov

June 24, 2021

NIAID FOIA Public Liaison
Margaret Moore
5601 Fishers Lane
Suite 6G51
Bethesda, MD 20892
301-451-5109 (phone)
301-480-0904 (fax)
mm52s@nih.gov (email)

Dear Ms. Moore,

This morning I submitted a FOIA request to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) (Portal-Tracking # 56595).

The FOIA Coordinator for the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) almost immediately closed
my request and referred me to the CDC, even after I advised them that the same request had already been submitted
to the CDC and the CDC advised me on June 7, 2021 that they have no record matching my request, and I stressed
that I do require a response from NIH and/or more specifically the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID).  All of the relevant communications are attached to this email.

I also submitted this morning a "duplicate" request through the NIH to NIAID specifically (Portal-Tracking # 56597),
after seeing that my original request had been closed.  The same FOIA Coordinator for NIAID advised that she was
closing this 2nd request as well (her email is attached).

I am not satisfied with the processing and handling of these requests by the NIAID, and was advised to contact you if
this is the case, and would appreciate any assistance in this matter.

Thank you in advance, and best wishes,
Christine Massey, M.Sc.

2 attachments

NIAID closing duplicate request.pdf
137K

NIAID FOIA virus purification all communications Portal-Tracking # 56595.pdf
773K
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Appeal re NIAID handling of FOIA requests Portal-Tracking # 56595 and #56597
Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] <mmoore@niaid.nih.gov> Thu, Jun 24, 2021 at 2:40 PM
To: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Ms. Massey -  Is there a telephone number I can call you on?   Thank you.

Margaret Moore

[Quoted text hidden]
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Appeal re NIAID handling of FOIA requests Portal-Tracking # 56595 and #56597
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com> Fri, Jun 25, 2021 at 7:50 PM
To: "Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <mmoore@niaid.nih.gov>

Hello Ms. Moore,

Thank you for getting back to me so quickly.

I've been advised that it's preferable to keep all my communications re FOIAs in writing, so that there is an accurate
record, so would prefer email communication if that's OK with you.

Thank you and best wishes,
Christine
[Quoted text hidden]
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Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Appeal re NIAID handling of FOIA requests Portal-Tracking # 56595 and #56597
Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] <mmoore@niaid.nih.gov> Thu, Jul 8, 2021 at 10:30 AM
To: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Cc: "Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <mmoore@niaid.nih.gov>

Dear Ms. Massey – The NIAID has provided our response.  The information you are requesting falls within in the
purview of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  If you are not satisfied with the response you received from the
CDC, you should follow the Appeal procedure outlined in their letter to you. 

Best,

Margaret Moore

NIAID FOIA Office

[Quoted text hidden]
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On Tuesday, March 30, 2021 1:28 PM, Windham Jeanne 
<JEANNE.WINDHAM@dhsoha.state.or.us> wrote: 

 

VIA EMAIL ONLY - abhiol@protonmail.com 

 March 30, 2021 

Abhijeet Daniels 
3740 NW 173rd Place 
Beaverton, OR 97006  

Re: Public Records Request - Studies/Reports Related to Purification of Any 
"SARS-COV-2 Causing Disease in Humans (2021-0302)  

Good Afternoon Abhijeet,  

This will confirm Oregon Health Authority received your March 29, 2021 public 
records request for “All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or 
control of the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) describing the purification of any 
"SARS-COV-2" (including any "variant" of "SARS-COV-2") said to have caused 
disease in humans (via maceration, filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also 
referred to at times by some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample taken 
from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with 
any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; 
fetal bovine serum).” There are no responsive records to your request. This will 
complete your request.  

Jeanne Windham 

Public Records and Internal Litigation Process Coordinator 
OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY 
Fiscal and Operations Division 
500 Summer St. NE, E-20 
Salem, OR  97301 
(971) 345-1688 
jeanne.windham@dhsoha.state.or.us 

http://www.oregon.gov/OHA 

 

mailto:abhiol@protonmail.com
mailto:jeanne.windham@dhsoha.state.or.us
http://www.oregon.gov/OHA








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

 

Oifig Dli UCD 

 

UCD Legal Office 

 

Caisleán an Ruabhoic, 
An Coláiste Ollscoile, Baile Átha Cliath, 
Belfield, Baile Átha Cliath 4, Eire 
 
corporate.legal@ucd.ie 
www.ucd.ie/corpsec 

 

Roebuck Castle.  
University College Dublin, 
Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland 
 
T +353 1 716 8708 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr James McCumiskey 

By email:  jl_mccumiskey@yahoo.ie 

 

            22 June 2020  

Reference: FOI12_1_544 Internal Review 

 

Dear Mr McCumiskey,   

 

I refer to your application for an internal review under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 of a 

decision by Ms Debbie Scanlan, dated 22 May 2020, concerning item 1 of your request for access to 

records of the National Virus Reference Laboratory (NVRL), as follows:  “1) I am looking for a 

scientific paper, which demonstrates how the Novel Coronavirus was purified? Surely, if the NVRL is 

able to detect the Novel Coronavirus, it should also be able to demonstrate how it is purified?” 

 

In the original decision, Ms Scanlan refused part 1 of your request on grounds that the University 

do not hold records to answer your request (Section 15 (1) (a)). 

 

I have now conducted an internal review in accordance with Section 21 of the Act.  I wish to inform 

you that I affirm the original decision.  

 

The University’s position is that matters of academic debate cannot be conducted under FOI and 

we would not regard academic research material as administrative records of an FOI body that 

would make them available for release under the legislation.  The NVRL have advised that they do 

not culture live SARS-CoV-2 or purify SARS CoV 2 antigens.  They detect SARS-CoV-2 RNA in 

diagnostic samples, as per the PCR assay that was shared with you previously.  As such, there are no 

relevant records held and no further searches that may be taken for records that would provide an 

answer to your query.  Section 15 (1) (a) of the FOI applies.  

 

The University is committed to its obligations under the Act to provide requesters with access to 

records held by it and with reasons for its decisions that affect them.  In this case, we regret that 

we cannot assist you further. 

 

Under the Act, the University is required to advise you of your right, following receipt of your 

internal review decision, to make a further review application by writing to the Information 

Commissioner, 18 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2.  

 

Yours sincerely,   

 

 
_________________________________ 

Mr Julian Bostridge 

Director of Legal Services 

mailto:jl_mccumiskey@yahoo.ie


 

  

 
 

 

 
Dear Athanasios Kandias  
 

Freedom of Information Reference: 2020-000133 

 

I refer to your request of 9 September 2020 under the above legislation for information 

about:  

 
All records in the possession, custody or control of Public Health Scotland, describing the 

isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, 

where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material 

(i.e. monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; liver cancer cells).   

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of 

separating a thing(s) from everything else. I am not requesting records where "isolation of 

SARS-COV-2" refers *instead* to:  

     • the culturing of something, or 
     • the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or  
     • the sequencing of something.   

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by the PHS 

or that pertain to work done by the PHS. My request includes any sort of record, for 

example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study that the PHS has 

downloaded or printed. 

 

I am writing to advise you that following a search of our records, I have established that 

under Section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, Public Health 

Scotland (PHS) does not hold the information you requested. 

 

PHS has not been involved in any studies where methods of isolation described have 

been performed. Such studies may have been performed in a number of Universities but 

PHS is not aware of any specific studies to be able to direct you to them for more 

information.   

 

If you have any questions please contact me on phs.foi@nhs.net. 

 

If you are unhappy with our response to your request, you do have the right to request us 
to review it. Your request should be made within 40 working days of receipt of this 
correspondence, and we will reply within 20 working days of receipt.  

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Date 7 October 2020]  
Our Ref 2020-000133  
Enquiries to phs.foi@nhs.net 

 
   

mailto:phs.foi@nhs.net


The review will be undertaken by a reviewer who was not involved in the original 
decision-making process. The reviewer can be contacted as follows: 
 

The FOI Reviewer 
. 

Public Health Scotland 

Gyle Square 

1 South Gyle Crescent 

Edinburgh  

EH12 9EB 

Email: phs.foi@phs.scot 

 

If our decision is unchanged following a review and you remain dissatisfied with this, you 

then have the right to make a formal complaint to the Scottish Information Commissioner 

within 6 months of receipt of our review response. You can do this by using the Scottish 

Information Commissioner’s Office online appeals service at 
www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal. If you remain dissatisfied with the Commissioner’s 
response you then have the option to appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 

 
 
Vicki Bibby 

Head of Strategy, Governance and Performance 
Public Health Scotland 
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• Human Papillomavirus 

• Herpes Zoster 

Please include any virus that I may have missed in the list above that is on the Ministry of Health's 

Vaccination Schedule.” 

 

Decision maker 

 

I am an authorised decision maker under section 23 of the FOI Act. This letter sets out my decision and 

reasons for the decision in relation to your request.  

 

Decision  

 

Despite an extensive search, CSIRO has been unable to identify any document relevant to your request.  I 

must therefore refuse access, pursuant to section 24A of the FOI Act.  

 

Searches conducted 

 

Searches were conducted by The Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness (formerly the Australian Animal 

Health Laboratory) and relevant staff and it was confirmed that CSIRO does not hold any documents relevant 

to the scope of your request. In this regard, CSIRO does not conduct work in relation to “isolation” that does 

not constitute “the culturing of something, or the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or 

the sequencing of something”.  

 

To assist I note that documentation containing scientific proof the virus known as SARS CoV-2 has been 

isolated and purified can be found here: 

https://www.mja.com.au/system/files/issues/212_10/mja250569.pdf  

 

Rights of Review 

 

In accordance with section 26(1)(c) of the FOI Act, a statement setting out your rights of review under the 

Act is at Attachment A. Since my decision is that no documents exist, an application for review would be 

limited to a situation where you consider that I have not identified all the documents in the CSIRO’s 

possession that are relevant to your request. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Beth Cribb  

Senior Legal Counsel  

CSIRO 

 

  

https://www.mja.com.au/system/files/issues/212_10/mja250569.pdf
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Attachment A 

 

Review rights 

 

You are entitled to seek review of this decision.   

 

Internal Review 

 

Firstly, under section 54 of the FOI Act, you may apply for an internal review of the decision. Your 

application must be made by whichever date is the later between: 

 

30 days of you receiving this notice; or 15 days of you receiving the documents to which you have been 

granted access. 

 

An internal review will be conducted by a different officer from the original decision-maker.  No particular 

form is required to apply for review although it will assist your case to set out in the application the 

grounds on which you believe that the original decision should be overturned.  An application for a review 

of the decision should be addressed to: 

 

FOI Coordinator, 

FOI@csiro.au  

 

If you choose to seek an internal review, you will subsequently have a right to apply to the Australian 

Information Commissioner for a review of the internal review decision. 

 

External review by the Australian Information Commissioner 

 

Alternatively, under 54L of the FOI Act, you may seek review of this decision by the Australian Information 

Commissioner without first going to internal review.  Your application must be made within 60 days of you 

receiving this notice. 

 

The Information Commissioner is an independent office holder who may review decisions of agencies and 

Ministers under the FOI Act.  More information is available on the Information Commissioner's website 

www.oaic.gov.au.  

 

You can contact the Information Commissioner to request a review of a decision online or by writing to the 

Information Commissioner at: 

 

GPO Box 2999 

Canberra ACT 2601 

 

Complaints to Ombudsman or Information Commissioner 

 

You may complain to either the Commonwealth Ombudsman or the Information Commissioner about 

action taken by CSIRO in relation to the application.  The Ombudsman will consult with the Information 

Commissioner before investigating a complaint about the handling of an FOI request. 

 

Your enquiries to the Ombudsman can be directed to: 

 Phone 1300 362 072 (local call charge) 

 Email ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au 

 

Your enquiries to the Information Commissioner can be directed to: 

mailto:FOI@csiro.au
http://www.oaic.gov.au/
mailto:ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au
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 Phone 1300 363 992 (local call charge) 

 Email  enquiries@oaic.gov.au 

 

There is no particular form required to make a complaint to the Ombudsman or the Information 

Commissioner.  The request should be in writing and should set out the grounds on which it is considered 

that the action taken in relation to the request should be investigated and identify CSIRO as the relevant 

agency. 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@oaic.gov.au








 

 

 

• https://www.pathology.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19-info/covid-19-testing-information   

• https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/communities-of-

practice/Pages/clinical-guidance-and-resources.aspx 

 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the Ministry’s GIPA office via 

email to MOH-GIPA@health.nsw.gov.au. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Sonia Makira 
GIPA Specialist, Corporate Governance & Risk Management 
 
Date: 25 May 2021 

https://www.pathology.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19-info/covid-19-testing-information
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/communities-of-practice/Pages/clinical-guidance-and-resources.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/communities-of-practice/Pages/clinical-guidance-and-resources.aspx




 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Professor Sharon Lewin AO, FRACP, PhD, FAAHMS 

Director, The Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity, The University of Melbourne and 

Royal Melbourne Hospital, 

Professor of Infectious Diseases, Melbourne Medical School and Head, Doherty Department, The 

University of Melbourne, 

Consultant Physician, Victorian Infectious Diseases Service, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Melbourne, 

Australia 

Consultant Physician and Adjunct Professor, Department of Infectious Diseases, Alfred Hospital and 

Monash University, Melbourne, Australia 













 

 

 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1992  

SECTION 26 

 

 

APPLICANT:  MS CHRSITINE MASSEY 

DECISION MAKER:   JAY GUYVER 

MANAGER - INFORMATION GOVERNANCE, GOVERNANCE 

DIRECTORATE 

    THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA  

 

DATE OF DECISION:  16 June 2021 

 

For the reasons set below, I have made the following decision in relation to your access application: 

 

It is not possible to provide access as all reasonable steps have been taken to find documents 

within the scope of your application; and I am satisfied that documents do not exist which meet 

the scope of your application.  

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

On 29 April 2021, the University of Western Australia (the University) received a Freedom of Information 

Act 1992 (WA) (FOI Act) request from you for access to the following documents: 

1. All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of Christine Carson (Senior 

Research Fellow, UWA Medical School, Pathology & Laboratory Medicine) or  the University of 

Western Australia's President, Faculties, Vice-Chancellor, Senate, Officers, Executive Board, 

Secretary, or any health or science department head at the University of Western Australia 

describing the purification of any "COVID-19 virus" (aka "SARS-COV-2", including any alleged 

"variants" i.e. "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1") (via maceration, filtration and use of an 

ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample 

taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other 

source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum). 

 

2. Please also note that my request includes any study/report matching the above description, 

for example (but not limited to) a published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, 

anywhere since December 2019 and relied on by Christine Carson or any of the above-

mentioned people/bodies as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" circulating in humans. 

 

In the same application you sought to clarify the scope of your application by further stating: 

  

1. Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the 

suspected "virus" from a patient sample and instead: 

 

a. cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or 

b. performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on the total RNA from a patient sample or 

from a cell culture, or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or 

c. fabricated a genome based on PCR-detected sequences in the total RNA from a patient 

sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance, and/or 

d. produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things in a cell culture. 

 



 

 

 

2. For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" 

requires host cells in order to replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the 

replication of a "virus" without host cells.  

 

a. Further, I am not requesting private patient records, or records that describe a suspected 

"virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting records that describe its purification 

(separation from everything else in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory 

practices for the purification of other very small things).  

 

b. Please note that despite the fact that purification is an essential (but not sufficient) step 

in proving the existence of a disease-causing "virus", as of today 54 institutions globally 

have all failed to provide or cite any such records, therefore to my knowledge no such 

records exist and if they do exist I cannot access them until I am provided a citation or URL. 

 

c. Therefore, if any records match the above description of requested records and are 

currently available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about 

each record so that I may identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), 

date, journal, where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where possible. 
 

On the 29 April 2021, my office wrote to indicating your application lacked validity under s12 of the Act, 

namely no Australian address nor payment had been provided. You responded with an Australian 

address on the 12 May 2021.  

 

On the 17 May 2021 I wrote to you advising you my office were making preliminary enquiries to ascertain 

the volume of documents involved in the scope of your application.  You replied affirmatively on the 18 

May 2021. 

 

I then wrote to you on the 25 May 2021 indicating our preliminary enquiries suggested there may be no 

documents and asked you if you wish to continue and pay the application fee of $30 on that basis. You 

replied the same day indicating you wished to continue with the application.  

 

At this time in your email of the 25 May 2021 you reasserted: 

 

a. Also I would like to remind that my request is not limited to studies/reports produced by, or based 

on work performed at, the University.  It includes any study/report in the 

custody/control/possession of the University matching the description that I provided, for example 

any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone.  

 

b. I also understand that studies that are already available elsewhere may not be subject to the Act.  

However, because I cannot access studies that to my knowledge do not exist, in the spirit of 

transparency as per the purpose of Freedom of Information legislation I request citations for any 

such studies that are in the custody/control/possession of the University and match my description 

of requested records, so that I may access them elsewhere. 

 

As the application is for other than ‘Personal Information’ as that term is defined within the FOI Act, 

an application fee of $30 was required.  I requested this this fee on the 26 May 2021, and it was paid 

on 1 June 2021 and the application was accepted as valid. The permitted period requires a decision 

to be received by you on or before the 16 July 2021.  

 

The Application 

 

Based on your original application and further requests in consultation with you via email, I have 

summarised the scope of your application to be -  

 



 

 

 

A. All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of Christine Carson (Senior 

Research Fellow, UWA Medical School, Pathology & Laboratory Medicine) or  the University of 

Western Australia's President, Faculties, Vice-Chancellor, Senate, Officers, Executive Board, 

Secretary, or any health or science department head at the University of Western Australia 

describing the purification of any "COVID-19 virus" (aka "SARS-COV-2", including any alleged 

"variants" i.e. "B.1.1.7", "B.1.351", "P.1") (via maceration, filtration and use of an 

ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample 

taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other 

source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum). 

 

B. Please also note that my request includes any study/report matching the above description, 

for example (but not limited to) a published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, 

anywhere since December 2019 and relied on by Christine Carson or any of the above-

mentioned people/bodies as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" circulating in humans. 

 

C. Also I would like to remind that my request is not limited to studies/reports produced by, or 

based on work performed at, the University.  It includes any study/report in the 

custody/control/possession of the University matching the description that I provided, for 

example any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone.  

 

This then became the agreed scope (‘the Application’}, comprised of parts A, B and C.  

 

SEARCHES 
 

Following receipt and agreement of the Application, searches for documents were undertaken within 

the University’s Electronic Document and Records Management System (known as ‘TRIM’).  TRIM 

searches by keyword, title word and document content were conducted by our office using appropriate 

keywords concerning your request.  Searches were particularly focused on records relating to research 

projects, grants, approvals and publications. 

 

Further searches were made with the assistance of relevant officers within the University including 

specific enquiries to the Portfolio of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor Research, and to Dr Christine Carson 

(the named respondent in your application), and other researchers.  

 

All the searches (“Searches”) were documented, and results recorded as evidence that the University 

conducted best and reasonable steps to find documents in scope of your application.  

 

REQUESTED DOCUMENTS 

 

Searches found some 329 documents which met our search criteria -  

• 202 proved to be false positives (i.e., where terms such as ‘COVID*’, and/or ‘SARS*’ were found 

with terms such as ‘purification’, ‘isolation” within the same document, or within a certain 

number of words from each other but were unrelated to any scientific endeavours to 

isolate/purify the virus e.g., isolation leave for COVID).  

• 2 PhD Thesis met our criteria however the research was into unrelated matters which had been 

impacted by the pandemic, hence included words which met our criteria but not your scope 

• 125 documents of a research type were reviewed, however this related in their entirety to policy 

issues, grant application criteria for SARS-COV-2 / COVID-19 research, or research into the 

effects of COVID-19 (the disease) on various social communities, or on resources, mental health 

or into antibody / antigen tools.  These did not meet the exacting criteria of your scope.  

Therefore, from our Searches, no documents were discovered which met the scope of your application.  



 

 

 

No documents met the precise and specific criteria within part (A) of your application, and thereby 

there were no supporting documents / publications which were relied on by those documents or 

authors which would comprise part (B).  

In relation to part (C) of the scope of your application no documents fall into this definition for which 

the Freedom of the Information Act 1992 (WA) would apply (see my decision below). 

DECISION 

In consideration of the above, I, Jay Guyver, Manager - Information Governance, Governance 

Directorate have today made the decision that: 

In relation to part (A) of your application,  

• despite reasonable steps, such as searches and enquiries being made, no documents have 

been found or surrendered which meet the specific and precise requirements of your scope. 

• Enquiries of Dr Carson have yielded no such documents relating to the precise and exact 

isolation or purification of the virus you talk about, and research she has and is engaged in 

does not meet the criteria, indeed is specifically excluded by your criteria.  

Part (B) of your application is subject to documentation or similar being found in relation to part (A) of 

your application. 

• There are no documents meeting this part of your scope as there are no documents including 

but not limited to peer reviewed articles cited or relied up on by Dr Carson or any others in 

documents which meet part (A) of your scope 

• Further, it would not be for the University to search for, enquire for or otherwise elucidate 

documents which “for example (but not limited to) a published peer-reviewed study authored 

by anyone, anywhere since December 2019 and relied on by Christine Carson or any of the 

above-mentioned people/bodies as evidence of a disease-causing "virus" circulating in 

humans.” unless these formed part of the documents which met your scope in Part (A) and 

were ‘documents of this Agency’.  As there were none  no further searches would fall under the 

purpose of the FOI Act.  

Part (C) of your application requires documents which were “not limited to studies/reports produced 

by, or based on work performed at, the University.  It includes any study/report in the 

custody/control/possession of the University matching the description that I provided, for example any 

published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone”. I do not believe that such a request is an 

obligation under the FOI Act for the University, namely -  

• Peer-reviewed studies, reports, publications and similar authored by anyone, and potentially 

anywhere, if published and available whether at a fee or not are excluded specifically under s6 

of the FOI Act such as 

o (a) available for purchase by the public or free distribution to the public; or  

o (d) publicly available library material held by agencies for reference purposes. 

• Further access to documents which an agency may have access to, hold or otherwise control 

is limited under 27(2) (c) where (emphasis is mine) 

o (2) If the applicant has requested that access to a document be given in a particular 

way the agency has to comply with the request unless giving access in that way — 

 (c) would involve an infringement of copyright belonging to a person other 

than the State, 



 

 

 

o Releasing studies which the University may simply have relating to ‘COVID-19 virus, 

SARS-COV-2’ within its libraries, or those which researchers may have access to are 

subject to copyright and licensing requirements. 

• In response to your request that where I am unable to provide documents as detailed above 

you have asked for citations. Given that documents which do not meet your scope or are not 

subject to the FOI Act would not be returned or surrendered to my office, I am not able to 

provide such citations.   

 

It is not possible to provide access as all reasonable steps have been taken to find documents within 

the scope of your application; and I am satisfied that documents do not exist which meet the scope of 

your application.  

 

INTERNAL REVIEW 

If you are aggrieved by the Decision of this agency, you may apply for an Internal Review within 30 

days of being provided this Notice.  There are no charges for requesting an internal review and, once a 

request is received, UWA must review any disputed decision within 15 days. 

 

An application for an internal review must: 

• be in writing. 

• set out the particulars of the decision that you wish to have reviewed. 

• give an address in Australia for correspondence, to which notices under the FOI Act can be 

sent; and 

• be lodged at an office of UWA (see below). 

 

An internal review request may be sent by at foi@uwa.edu.au, delivered in person or by post to the 

following address:  

 

Manager, Information Governance 

Information Governance Team M461 

University of Western Australia 

35 Stirling Highway  

CRAWLEY WA 6009 

 

Should you require further information or assistance in preparing an internal review application, 

please contact foi@uwa.edu.au.  Reference can also be made to: 
http://www.spp.uwa.edu.au/riskandlegal/freedom-of-information/freedom-of-information-process#review. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Jay Guyver, 
Manager - Information Governance, Governance Directorate 

http://www.spp.uwa.edu.au/riskandlegal/freedom-of-information/freedom-of-information-process#review
http://www.spp.uwa.edu.au/riskandlegal/freedom-of-information/freedom-of-information-process#review









































