December31, 2020

To: Vancouver Coastal Health Authority - Email: foi@vch.ca
VCH Freedom of Information Office

11th Floor, 601 West Broadway,

Vancouver, BC

V5Z 4C2

Dear Access to Information Clerk,

Thisis a formal request made under

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT

[RSBC 1996] CHAPTER 165

Description of Requested Records:

Allrecords inthe possession, custody or control of Vancouver Coastal Health Authority that:

1. describetheisolation of the [alleged] geneticvariant of the [alleged] virus that
[allegedly] causes [the alleged disease referred to as] COVID-19[allegedly]identified in
the United Kingdom, directly from asample takenfrom adiseased patient, where the
patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e.
monkey kidney cells akavero cells; fetal bovine serum).

Please note that| am using "isolation" inthe every-day sense of the word: the act of
separating a thing(s) from everything else. 1 am not requesting records where
"isolation" refersinstead to:

e the culturing of something, or
e the performance of an amplificationtest(i.e.aPCRtest), or
e thesequencingof something.

1. describe the discovery (not manufacture / fabrication / creation / assembly /
alignment/ trimming / mapping) of the alleged genome forthis alleged particular new
variant of coronavirus;


mailto:foi@vch.ca
https://www.google.com/maps/search/601+West+Broadway,+%0D%0A++++++++++++Vancouver,+BC+%0D%0A++++++++++++V5Z+4C2?entry=gmail&source=g

2. describe how thisalleged new variant of coronavirus relates to the alleged "SARS-COV-
2"'_

3. include anyadditional analysis/investigation into this alleged "new variant".

Please note that my requestis not limited to records that were authored by agents of

Vancouver Coastal Health Authority, orto records that pertain to work done by agents of the
Vancouver Coastal Health Authority; itincludes any sort of record, authored by anyone,
anywhere, ever.

If any records match the above descriptions of requested records and are currently availableto
the publicelsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that | may
identify and access each record with certainty (i.e. author; title; date; publisher); ple ase provide
URLs where possible.

Format:

URLs and/or pdf documents sentto me via email; | do not wish for anything to be shipped to
me.

Contact Information:
Last Name:
First Name:

e

Happy New Year



LEGAL SERVICES
Vancouver — 11™ FLOOR, 601 WEST BROADWAY

Health VANCOUVER, BC V57 4C2

TEL: 604-875-4855
FAX: 604-875-4553

Fromoting sreliness. Ensuring core

March 4, 2021

e .

Re: BC Freedom of information and Protection of Privacy Act [the “Act”)
Freedom of Information Request: VCH File No. 2020-F-183

We are writing in response to your request dated December 31, 2020,
We have not been able to find any records that are responsive to your request.

You may request a review of VCH's response within 30 working days of receiving this email by
wiriting to the following address:

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia
PO Box 9038, 5tn. Prov. Gowt.

Victoria, BC VBW 344

Telephone: [250) 387-5629

Fax: [250) 387-1636

If you choose to request a review by the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner,
you should include with your request:

1. acopy of your original request for records; and

2. acopy of this response.

For your reference, a copy of FIPPA can be found online:
www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/96165 00

Yours truly,

G R —
s T e N = ':
Melisza Donnett

Coordinator, Freedom of Information
Vancouver Coastal Health Authority

Promoting wellness, Ensuring care Varncouver Coagstal Hegith Authority



Freedom of Information Request SARS-COV-2 New Virus Variant

Thu, Dec 31, 2020 at 6:33 PM
To: privacyandfoi@phsa.ca

December 31, 2020

To: Provincial Health Services Authority - Email: privacyandfoi @phsa.ca
Provincial Health Services,

200 - 1333 West Broadway,

Vancouver, BC

V6H 4C1

Attn: Senior Director, Information Access & Privacy Services

This is a formal request made under

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF
PRIVACY ACT

[RSBC 1996] CHAPTER 165
Description of Requested Records:

All records in the possession, custody or control of Provincial Health Services
Authority that:

o describe the isolation of the [alleged] genetic variant of the [alleged] virus that
[allegedly] causes [the alleged disease referred to as] COVID-19 [allegedly]
identified in the United Kingdom, directly from a sample taken from a
diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any
other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; fetal
bovine serum).

Please note that I am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the
act of separating a thing(s) from everything else. 1 am not requesting records
where "isolation" refers instead to:

ethe culturing of something, or

ethe performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), or

ethe sequencing of something.


mailto:privacyandfoi@phsa.ca
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+-+1333+West+Broadway,+%0D%0A++++++++Vancouver,+BC+%0D%0A++++++++V6H+4C1?entry=gmail&source=g

e describe the discovery (not manufacture / fabrication / creation / assembly
/ alignment / trimming / mapping) of the alleged genome for this alleged
particular new variant of coronavirus;

e describe how this alleged new variant of coronavirus relates to the alleged
"SARS-COV-2";

e include any additional analysis/investigation into this alleged "new variant".

Please note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by agents of
Provincial Health Services Authority, or to records that pertain to work done by
agents of the Provincial Health Services Authority; it includes any sort of record,
authored by anyone, anywhere, ever.

If any records match the above descriptions of requested records and are currently
available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each
record so that I may identify and access each record with certainty (i.e. author; title;
date; publisher); please provide URLs where possible.

Format:

URLSs and/or pdf documents sent to me via email; I do not wish for anything to be
shipped to me.

Contact Information:

Last Name: [ HRREEE
First Name: RN
address: NG

email:

Thank you in advance and best wishes.

Happy New Year
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Provincial Health

Services Authority
Province-wide solutions.
Better health.

February 11, 2021

Re: Response Lefter
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
Owur File Ho: PHSA F20-0855

| write in response to your December 31, 2020 request for records made under the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, RSBC 1996, (the “Act”).

Request
You requesited the following records (the "Reguesi™):

Al records in the possession, custody or control of Provincial Health Sendces Authority
that:

* describe the isolation ofithe falleged] genetic variantiof the [alleged] virus that [allegediy]

es [the alleged diseasereferred o as] COVID-TI fallegedly] identified in the United |
directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample

was not firsf combined with any offrer source of genefic material (iLe. monkey kidney cells
aka vero cells; fefal bovine serumy).

Fiease note that | am using Wsolation” in the every-day sense of the word: the act of
separating a thing(s) from everything else. Iam nol requesting records where "isolation”
refers instead fo.

* the culturing of something, or

* the performance of an amplificafionfest (iLe. a PCR lesf), or

* the seguencing of something

* describe the discovery (not manufacture / fabrication / creation / assembly / alignment /
frimming / mapping) of the alleged genome for this alleged paricular newvariant of
CoOronavirus,

» describe howthis alleged newvariant of coronawvirus relates o the aleged "SARS-COW-
2

* include any additional analysis/investigation info this alleged "new variant”,

Phase One Response

BC Cenfire of Disease Control confirms that there are no records that describe the isolafion
of the SARS-CoV-2 variant identified in the United Kingdom, directly taken from a
symptomatic patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other

1333 Weet Broadw ay, Vancouy o, Britan Columbla VEH 1G5 Canada —TEL 604-675-7 400 wEE waw. phaaca




Frovincial Health Services Authority

source of genetic material, because in order to cultivate a virus it has to replicate in a cell,
as a DMA or RMA virus can never be cultivated on itz own.

A copy of the Act is available online at:
hitp.fwesw beolaws. ca/Reconfdocument/IDffreesider36165 00

Phase Two

The remainder of the Request will followin the next phase of this request under our file #
F21-0912.

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia

The Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia (the "OIPC")
is the regulator of access and privacy laws in the province. i you have a concern with any
decision in the processing of the Reguest you have the right to request a review of PHSAs
decigion from the QIPC. For ease of reference, information about the OIPC ig included in
Appendix A of this letter.

Additionally, should you have any questions about this letter, please contact the author at
glimongelli@phsa.ca or 604-829-2514.

Sincerely,

Genevieve Limongelli

Freedom of Information Advisor
Information Access & Privacy Services
Provincial Health Services Authority

1333 weat Brcadw ay, Vancouy e, Britian Columbla VEH 1G9 Canada — TEL 604-575-7400 wEE www.pheaca
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Newfoundland
Labrador

ATIPP Request

Confirmation Code: 4LY7EX
Submitted Date: February 3rd 202]

Applicant Information

First Name: -

Last Name:
Email:

Daytime Phone:
Fax:

Mailing Address:

alue Not Supplied

NEEREs T e =

Information Being Requested

Type of Request: General Information
Government Department: Health and Community Services
Information / Records Description: All records and communications in the possession,

custody or control of the Public Health NL, Health
department, Health and Community Services, describing
the 1solation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a
sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient
sample was not first combined with any other source of
genetic material(1.e monkey kidney cells, aka VERO
cells, liver cancer cells).

Please note that Iam using "1solation" in the every-day
sense of the word: the act of separating a thing(s) from
everything else.

[am NOT requesting records where "1solation" of SARS-
COV-2 refers 1nstead to:

-the culturing of something

-the performance of an amplification test(i.e a PCR test),
or

- the sequencing of something

My request includes any sort of records , for example(but
not limited to) any published peer reviewed study that
Public health NL considered , downloaded or printed
about the 1solation of

Sars-Cov?2.
Requested Filetype: pdf b y email
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N d Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
ew‘r()un .land Department of Health and Community Services
Labrador

February 12, 2021 COR/2021/140051
Dear Applicant:

Re:  Your request for access to information under Part II of the Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act, 2015 [Our File # HCS/015/2021]

On February 3, 2021, the Department of Health and Community Services (the Department) received
your request for access to the following records:

“All records and communications in the possession, custody or control of the Public
Health NL, Health department, Health and Community Services, describing the
isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a sample taken from a diseased
patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of
genetic material(i.e monkey kidney cells, aka VERO cells, liver cancer cells). Please
note that lam using "isolation" in the every-day semse of the word: the act of
separating a thing(s) from everything else. lam NOT requesting records where
"isolation" of SARS-COV-2 refers instead to: -the culturing of something -the
performance of an amplification test(i.e a PCR test), or - the sequencing of something
My request includes any sort of records , for example(but not limited to) any
published peer reviewed study that Public health NL considered , downloaded or
printed about the isolation of Sars-Cov2.”

Please be advised that the Department does not have records responsive to your request.

The Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 2015 (the “Act”) requires us to provide an
advisory response within 10 days of receiving the request. As this request has been completed prior
to day 10, this letter also serves as our Advisory Response.

Please be advised that you may ask the Information and Privacy Commissioner to review the
processing of your access request, as set out in section 42 of the Act. A request to the Commissioner
must be made in writing within 15 business days of the date of this letter or within a longer period
that may be allowed by the Commissioner.

The address and contact information of the Information and Privacy Commissioner is as follows:

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
2 Canada Drive

P. O. Box 13004, Stn. A

St. John’s, NL. A1B 3V8

Telephone: (709) 729-6309

Toll-Free: 1-877-729-6309

Facsimile: (709) 729-6500

P.0. Box 8700, St. John’s, NL, Canada A1B 4J6 t 709.729.3124 f 709.729.0121
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N d Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
ew‘roun l-and Department of Health and Community Services
Labrador

You may also appeal directly to the Supreme Court Trial Division within 15 business days after you
receive the decision of the public body, pursuant to section 52 of the Act.

Please be advised that responsive records will be published following a 72 hour period after the
response is sent electronically to you or five business days in the case where records are mailed to
you. It is the goal to have the responsive records posted to the Completed Access to Information

Requests website within one business day following the applicable period of time. Please note that
requests for personal information will not be posted online. If you have any further questions, please

contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

W

Departmental Liaison
/Enclosures

P.0. Box 8700, St. John’s, NL, Canada A1B 4J6 t 709.729.3124 f 709.729.0121



(‘ Registro Electronico ‘}1
General de la AGE oo okl i

Mimarz de registro: 2021012163107
Oificina: CO0O00318 - REGISTRO ELECTROMICO
Fecha y hora de 10212021 1T:56:15
Tipo de registra: Entrada
Interesados
Inlgresade Bepresentante
Marmbre: HEPA MIRENA ORMAZABAL SANCHEZ Mombre!
MIF:

-

Infarmacian del registro

Resurmen: Derecho de accasa

Asunbo: Solicitud Acceso Transparencia
Exprane;

Solicila: [Ambito] : UIT Sanidad (8)

[Informacién que solicita] : Todes los ragistros biblingrafices clantificos en canocimienta del
Winisteric de Sanidad y de |os arqanismo rdependsentes de 8 an |os que sa describa el
gislamient del virus SARS-CovZ directaments de muesiras lomadas de patentes
diagnosticados de covid-19, vivos o muartos. La soliciiud no se refiere a regstros bibliografizos
clentificoa basadas en rmiestras qua hayan sida mezcladas con olras fuentes de material
genstico, coma, por ejemplo, células de nfddn de simio o células de higado cantaroan. Notase
que se usa al témino “aislamients” en el sentids que le da el Diccionario |a Real Academia
E=pafiola de "dejar algo sl v separads de otras cosas” o “saparar un elsmanio o Un cusrpa da
una eembinacion o del medio en gue se halla, generalmente para identificars o anslizars”,

Por tanio, no estoy solictando informacidn sobre registros bibsliograficos ciantificos sobre cultives
selulares, nl resuliados de amplificacion de material gendtico (ya sea por técnica PCR U otras) ni
gecuencaciones de mataral ganatica.

[Molificasiones y recapeion de la informacion] | Deseo $er notificado a Iravés del Portal de la
Tranaparancia

[Asunta] : aislamiento virus sars-covd

[Metifizacion Sade] : Por Sede

El registm reslisds asts spance en ol articulo 16 de s Lay 302015, De acuendc cen o art. 31 2% o4 iz Lay 3815, alos 3 3
whiscla t]a] £omen de piarn il o digs haties, y on lo que se mfiene W cumpimiento de plized per os imensadue, 1 Pagina 1 de
prosentaccn sy dia inhdiil $e entanderd realizads an B primen hom el prirner dia hibil Siquicnte 23l qua ina noema

peaTitila axgrasamente la recepcitn an g inhdbdl.



General Electronic Registry of the Age
inistracion.gob.es
general access point

PROOF OF PRESENTATION

Registration number: 2021012163107

Office: 000000318 - ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
Date and time: 02/10/2021 17:56:15

Type of registration:  Entry

Interested

Interest

Name: KEPA MI RENA ORMAZABAL SANCHEZ
NIF: (blank)

e-mail:
Representative: an

Registry information

Summary: Right of Access

Affair: Transparency Access Request
Exposes: (blank)

[Scope]: ITU HEALTH (8)

[Information requested]:

All scientific bibliographic records known to the Ministry of Health and its dependent organizations in which the
isolation of the SARS-Cov2 virus is described directly from samples taken from patients diagnosed with covid-19,
alive or dead. The application does not refer to scientific bibliographic records based on samples that have been
mixed with other sources of genetic material, such as, for example, simian kidney cells or cancer liver cells. Note
that the term "isolation" is used in the sense given by the Real Academia Espanola Dictionary of "leaving something
alone and separated from other things" or "separating an element or a body from a combination or from the
medium in which it is found, generally to identify or analyze it. "

Therefore, | am not requesting information on scientific bibliographic records on cell cultures, nor results of
amplification of genetic material (either by PCR or other techniques) nor sequencing of genetic material.

[Notifications and receipt of information]: | wish to be notified through the Transparency Portal
[Subject]: sars-cov2 virus isolation

[Headquarters Notification]: By Headquarters

The registration carried out is covered by article 16 of Law 39/2015. In accordance with art. 31.2b of Law 39/15, to the effects of the
calculation of the term set in business days, and with regard to compliance with deadlines by the interested parties, the presentation on
a disqualified day will be understood to be made in the first hour of the next business day unless a rule expressly allows reception in day
off.



SECRETARIA DE ESTADO DE

SANIDAD
MINISTERIO
DIRECCION GENERAL DE
DE SANIDAD SALUD PUBLICA
portal de la

k. transparencia
=~ parencia

Con fecha 10 de febrero de 2021 tuvo entrada en la Unidad de Informacion de Transparencia
del Ministerio de Sanidad, solicitud de acceso a la informacion publica al amparo de la Ley
19/2013, de 9 de diciembre, de transparencia, acceso a la informacién publica y buen
gobierno, presentada por D./Dfia. Kepa Mirena Ormazdbal Sanchez, solicitud que quedd
registrada con el nimero 001-053660.

Con fecha 15 de febrero de 2021 esta solicitud se recibié en la Direccion General de Salud
Publica, fecha a partir de la cual empieza a contar el plazo de un mes previsto en el articulo
20.1de la Ley19/2013, de 9 de diciembre, para su resolucion.

Una vez analizada la solicitud, esta Direccion General resuelve conceder el acceso a la
informacidon a que se refiere la solicitud deducida por D./Dfia. Kepa Mirena Ormazabal
Sanchez.

La bibliografia cientifica que maneja el Ministerio de Sanidad la puede encontrar en los
distintos documentos técnicos para profesionales publicados en la péagina web de este
Ministerio [a la que puede acceder a través del siguiente
enlace: https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/ccayes/alertasActual/nCov/doc
umentos.htm ]y, en concreto, en el apartadotitulado Documentos de preparacion y respuesta
al brote.

Contra la presente resolucion, que pone fin a la via administrativa, podra interponerse recurso
contencioso-administrativo ante el la Sala de lo Contencioso-Administrativo del Tribunal
Superior de Justicia de Madrid [Ley 39/2015, de 1 de octubre, del procedimiento
administrativo comin de las administraciones publicas, y Ley 29/1998, de 13 de julio,
reguladora de la jurisdiccion contencioso-administratival, en el plazo de dos meses o, previa y
potestativamente, reclamacion ante el Consejo de Transparencia y Buen Gobierno en el plazo
de un mes; en ambos casos, el plazo se contara desde el dia siguiente al de la notificacion de la
presente resolucion.

LA DIRECTORA GENERAL DE SALUD PUBLICA
(firmado electrénicamente)

Pilar Aparicio Azcérraga

CSV : GEN-0c6c-7496-935e-9a91-dbe4-fb43-ea42-70b8
DIRECCION DE VALIDACION : https:/sede.administracion.gob.es/pagSedeFront/servicios/consultaCSV.htm

=l Codigo seguro de Verificacion : GEN-0c6¢c-7496-935e-9a91-dbe4-fb43-ea42-70b8 | Puede verificar la integridad de este documento en la siguiente direccion : https://sede.administracion.gob.es/pagSedeFront/servicios/consultaCSV.htm




FAIMISTRY OF HEALTH
SECRETARIAT OF STATE OF HEALTH
GEMERAL MEECTORATE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Transparency portal
Gowernment of Spain

Om February 10, 2021, it entered the Transparency Information Unit from the Minlstrg of Health, neguest
for access to public information under the Law 19/2013, of December 9, on transparency, access to public
information and good government, presented by D02, Kepa Mirena Ormazdbal Sdnchez, request that
remained registered under number (01-053660.

On February 15, 3021, this request was received at the General Directorate of Health Publsc, date from
wiich the periad af one month foreseen in the article beging to count. 20.1 of Law 192013, of December
9, for its resolution.

Once the request has been analyzed, this General irectorate resehes to grant access to the information
referred 1o in the request deduced by Mr.fDiia, Kepa Mirena Orrmacabal Sanchez.

The scientific bibliography managed by the Ministry of Health can be found in the different technical
dacuments for professionals published an the website of this Mindstry [which you can access through the
following link: h r xial r raifesi ] lardPikali | S,
wimentos.htm | and, specifically, in the section entitled Preparation and response documents 1o the
outbreak,

Against this resobution, which puts an end to administrative proceedings, an appeal may be lodged
contentous-administrative before the Contentious-Administrative Charber of the Court Superior of
lustice of Madrid [Law 35/2015, of October 1, on the procedure commen administrative law of public
adminigtrations, and Law 29,1998, of July 13, regulatar of contentious-administrative jurisdiction], within
twio months or, prior and Optienally, claim before the Council of Transparency and Good Governance
within the term of one month; In both cases, the period will be counted from the day following the
natification of the present resoluthen.

THE GENERAL DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH

(electranically signod)
Filar Aparicio Azcirraga



MFIPPA request to KFL&A PH re "SARS-COV-2" isolation

Christine Massey =cmssyc@gmail.com= Sun, Jan 31, 2021 at 315
To: kieran.moore@kflaph.ca, denisdoyle@kos.net

January 31, 2021

To:

Dr. Kieran Moore

KFL&A Public Health
221 Portsmouth Avenue
Kingston, OM

KM 15
kigran.moore@kflaph.ca

Dear Or. Moare and and Mayor Doyle,

This is an email follow-up of a formal request for access to general records that | just submitted via your online portal (as shown in the attached screenshot), made under the Municipal Freedom of nformation and Protection ¢
Privacy Act, 1990.

Please advise how | may submit the $5 application fee, as the online portal provided no payment options.

Description of Requested Records:

All records in the possession, custody or control of Dr. Kieran Moare or KFL&A Public Health describing the isolation of any variant "new” ar "old™) of the alleged "3ARS-COV-2" [ "COVID-19 virus® (including the alleged "B.1.1.7

alleged to have been detected in KFL&A), directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cell:
fetal bovine serum).

Please note that| am using “isolation” in the every-day sense of the word: the act of separating a thing(s) from everything else. | am not requesting records where “isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead to:

« the culturing of something, andfar
« the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test), andior
« the sequencing of something.

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authared by Dr. Kieran Moore or KFL&A Public Health or that pertain to waork done by Dr. Kieran Moore or KFLEA Public Health. Rather, my request includes
any record matching the above description, for example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that Dr. Kieran Moaore or KFL&A Public Health has downloaded or printed.

[f any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that | may identify and access each one with
certainty (i.e.title, authar(s), date, journal, where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where possible.

Format:
Pdf documents sent to me via email; | do notwish for anything to be shipped to me.

Cantact Infarmatinn-



Request for General Records from KFL&A Public
Health

Taggart, Suzette <Suzette.Taggart@kflaph.ca>

to CMSSYC@gmail.com

February 12, 2021
Request Number (M001-21)

Christine Massey
Dear Christine Massey,

This letter is written in response to your request under the Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (the Act) for access to general records in the
possession, custody or control of Dr. Kieran Moore describing the isolation of any variant
of the alleged SARS-COV-2 directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where
the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material.

This request is denied in its entirety pursuant to personal privacy section 14 (1) of the
Act.

A head shall refuse to disclose personal information to any person other than the
individual to whom the information relates.

You may request that this decision be reviewed by the Information and Privacy
Commissioner. The Commissioner can be reached at:



2 Bloor Street East
Suite 1400 Toronto, Ontario M4W 1AS8
1-800-387-0073

Sincerely,

Suzette Taggart, RD, MBA
Manager, Communications

Phone: 613-549-1232, ext. 1262
Toll-Free: 1-800-267-7875
Fax: 613-549-7896

suzette.taggart @kflaph.ca

KFL&A Public Health
221 Portsmouth Avenue

Kingston, Ontario K7M 1V5

www.kflaph.ca


mailto:suzette.taggart@kflaph.ca
http://www.kflaph.ca/

Request for General Records from KFL&A Public Health

Christine Massey <cmssyc @ gmail.com> Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 3:24 PM
To: "Taggart, Suzette" <Suzette.Taggart@kflaph.ca>, kieran.moore @kflaph.ca, denisdoyle @kos.net

Dear Ms. Taggart, Dr. Moore and Mayor Doyle,
Thank you for your response, however my request (attached) is not for personal information.

I explicitly stated in my follow up email to Mayor Doyle and Dr. Moore that my request is for general
records.

I would be very surprised if a description of methodology used to (allegedly) "isolate SARS-COV-2" is
entered into any patient record, anywhere. One would expect such a description to be found in a
scientific study, or perhaps a government report.

Further, I explicitly stated the following in my request:

...my request includes any record matching the above description, for example (but not limited
to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that Dr. Kieran
Moore or KFL&A Public Health has downloaded or printed.

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to
the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that [ may
identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public
may access it). Please provide URLs where possible.

It's unclear to me how anyone could interpret such a request as a request for personal information.
Regardless, 14 (1) of the Act does not apply to my request.

Note that we now have formal responses to the same records request from 17 other Canadian
institutions (yielding in total zero responsive records). I don't recall any other institution interpreting
the request as a request for personal information:

Public Health Agency of Canada, Health Canada, the National Research Council of Canada,
Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization-International Vaccine Centre (VIDO-InterVac),
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of
Canada, Ontario Ministry of Health, Institut National de Sante Publique du Quebec, British
Columbia’s Provincial Health Services Authority, Newfoundland Labrador Department of
Health & Community Services, McGill University, the City of Toronto, the Region of Peel
(Ontario), the University of Toronto, Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, McMaster University
and Mount Sinai Hospital (Toronto) (note that researchers from the last 4 institutions had publicly
claimed to have “isolated the virus”, as had VIDO-Intervac).
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-
record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/

Thus, I look forward to KFL&A Public Health's response to my request, which will be made public in
the public interest.

Thank you and best wishes,
Christine


https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/freedom-of-information-reveals-public-health-agency-of-canada-has-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-performed-by-anyone-anywhere-ever/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/health-canada-has-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/national-research-council-of-canada-has-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-by-anyone-anywhere-ever/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/canadas-vido-intervac-has-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/canadas-vido-intervac-has-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CIHR-A-2020-0029-Isolation-FOI-Reply-redacted.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/NSERCC-FOI-reply-isolation-scrubbed.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/NSERCC-FOI-reply-isolation-scrubbed.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/foi-reveals-ontario-ministry-of-health-has-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-by-anyone-anywhere-ever/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/INSPQ-isolation-FOI-Quebec.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BC-PHSA-2-replies-no-records.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BC-PHSA-2-replies-no-records.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Newfoundland-Dept-Health-no-isolation-records.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Newfoundland-Dept-Health-no-isolation-records.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/McGill-FOI-reply-isolation-redacted.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Toronto-isolation-FOI-request-response-signed.pdf
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/region-of-peel-has-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/university-of-toronto-sunnybrook-hsc-have-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/university-of-toronto-sunnybrook-hsc-have-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/university-of-toronto-sunnybrook-hsc-have-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/university-of-toronto-sunnybrook-hsc-have-no-record-of-covid-19-virus-isolation/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/
https://www.fluoridefreepeel.ca/fois-reveal-that-health-science-institutions-around-the-world-have-no-record-of-sars-cov-2-isolation-purification/

Request for General Records from KFL&A Public Health

Taggart, Suzette <Suzette.Taggart@kflaph.ca> Sun, Feb 21, 2021 at 9:46 AM
To: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>
Cc: "Moore, Kieran" <kieran.moore@kflaph.ca>, "denisdoyle@kos.net" <denisdoyle@kos.net>

February 21, 2021
Request Number (M001-21)

Christine Massey

Dear Christine Massey,

This follow up letter is written in response to your email on February 19, 2021
regarding your request for access to general records under the Municipal Freedom
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act in the possession, custody or control of
Dr. Kieran Moore describing the isolation of any variant of SARS-COV-2 directly from
a sample taken from a diseased patient, where the patient sample was not first
combined with any other source of genetic material. The request includes any
record matching the description, for example (but not limited to) any published
peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that anyone at KFL&A
Public Health has downloaded or printed.

KFL&A Public Health conducted a search for the requested records but did not locate
any records related to your request. This request will not be granted as the records
do not exist at our agency.

KFL&A Public Health do not have records related to the process of testing COVID-19
samples. If you haven't already, it is recommended that you seek information from
Public Health Ontario as they are the lead agency on the process of COVID-19 testing
in Ontario.

You may request that this decision be reviewed by the Information and Privacy
Commissioner. The Commissioner can be reached at:

2 Bloor Street East
Suite 1400 Toronto, Ontario M4W 1A8
1-800-387-0073



https://www.google.com/maps/search/2+Bloor+Street+East+%0D%0A+Suite+1400+Toronto,+Ontario+M4W+1A8?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2+Bloor+Street+East+%0D%0A+Suite+1400+Toronto,+Ontario+M4W+1A8?entry=gmail&source=g

Sincerely,

Suzette Taggart, RD, MBA
Manager, Communications

Phone: 613-549-1232, ext. 1262

Toll-Free: 1-800-267-7875
Fax: 613-549-7896

suzette.taggart@kflaph.ca

KFL&A Public Health

221 Portsmouth Avenue

Kingston, Ontario K7M 1V5

www.kflaph.ca

Connect with us on Facebook | Twitter | YouTube

This e-mail may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the individual or
entity named in the message. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the agent
responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited. If this communication
was received in error, please notify us by reply e-mail and delete the original message.

Le présent message peut contenir des renseignements confidentiels réservés a I'usage exclusif du
destinataire ou de I'organisme y figurant. Par conséquent, si vous n’étes pas le destinataire de ce
message ou la personne devant le lui remettre, nous vous avisons qu’il est strictement interdit de le
passer en revue, de le diffuser, de le distribuer ou de le copier. Si vous avez regu ce message par
erreur, nous vous remercions de nous en aviser par retour de courriel et de détruire le message
original.


mailto:suzette.taggart@kflaph.ca
https://www.google.com/maps/search/221+Portsmouth+Avenue+%0D%0A+Kingston,+Ontario+K7M+1V5?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/221+Portsmouth+Avenue+%0D%0A+Kingston,+Ontario+K7M+1V5?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/221+Portsmouth+Avenue+%0D%0A+Kingston,+Ontario+K7M+1V5?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.kflaph.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/kflapublichealth/
https://twitter.com/KFLAPH
https://www.youtube.com/user/KFLAPublicHealth

Canberra Health
GoAueSmI Services

Our reference: FOI21-10

Dear Ms Liddicoat

DECISION ON YOUR ACCESS APPLICATION

| refer to your application under section 30 of the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (FOI Act),
received by ACT Health Directorate (ACTHD) and transferred to Canberra Health Services (CHS) on
Tuesday 9 March 2021. In accordance with section 57 of the FOI Act, the information you are
seeking is in their possession.

This application requested access to:

‘I am writing to you on advice from the Australian Department of Health (the Department) to
seek clarification on information requested in a Freedom of Information (FOI) request that
was sent to the Department.

I am therefore writing to you to on initial advice by the Department of Health to confirm
whether you do hold the information requested in the original request to the Department,
as shown in attachment "FOI 1937" and pasted again below:

“All records in the possession, custody or control of The Department of Health describing the
isolation of a SARS-COV-2 virus, directly from a sample taken from a diseased patient, where
the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e.
monkey kidney cells aka vero cells; lung cells from a lung cancer patient). Please note that |
am using "isolation" in the every-day sense of the word: the act of separating a thing(s) from
everything else. | am not requesting records where "isolation of SARS-COV-2" refers instead
to:

- the culturing of something,

- or the performance of an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test),

- or the sequencing of something.

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by The
Department of Health or that pertain to work done by The Department of Health. My request
includes any sort of record, for example (but not limited to) any published peer reviewed
study that The Department of Health has downloaded or printed.”’

| am an Information Officer appointed by the Chief Executive Officer of Canberra Health Services
(CHS) under section 18 of the FOI Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act.
CHS was required to provide a decision on your access application by Thursday 8 April 2021.

Decisions

ACT Pathology does not have the ability to isolate the virus from patient samples. | am therefore
satisfied that in accordance with section 35(1)(b), CHS does not hold any documents relevant to the
scope of your request.

GPO Box 825 Canberra ACT 2601 | phone: 132281 | www.health.act.gov.au



Charges
Processing charges are not applicable to this request.

Disclosure Log

Under section 28 of the FOI Act, CHS maintains an online record of access applications called a
disclosure log. The scope of your access application, my decision and documents released to you will
be published in the disclosure log not less than three days but not more than 10 days after the date
of this decision. Your personal contact details will not be published.
https://www.health.act.gov.au/about-our-health-system/freedom-information/disclosure-log.

Ombudsman review

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of the FOI
Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 of the Act
within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in ACT Health’s disclosure log, or
a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.

If you wish to request a review of my decision you may write to the Ombudsman at:

The ACT Ombudsman

GPO Box 442

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Via email: ACTFOI@ombudsman.gov.au
Website: ombudsman.act.gov.au

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) review

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman review, you
may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further information may be obtained
from the ACAT at:

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal
Level 4, 1 Moore St

GPO Box 370

Canberra City ACT 2601

Telephone: (02) 6207 1740
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/

Further assistance
Should you have any queries in relation to your request, please do not hesitate to contact the
FOI Coordinator on (02) 5124 9831 or email HealthFOl@act.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Dr Nick Coatsworth
Executive Director of Medical Services
Canberra Health Services

22 March 2021
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Science for Communities

9 March 2021
Official Information Act Request: Purification of SARS-CoV-2

On 2 March 2021 you sent a request under the Official Information Act 1982 (“Act”) to ESR
as follows:

“All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of ESR describing

the purification of "SARS-COV-2" said to have caused disease in humans (via maceration,
filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some people as
"Isolation”), directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample
was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells
aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).

Please note that | am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the
suspected "virus" and instead:
- cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or
- performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample
or from a cell culture, or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or
- sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any
unpurified substance, and/or
- produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things.
For further clarity, please note | am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus"
requires host cells in order to replicate, and | am not requesting records describing
the replication of a "virus" without host cells.

Further, | am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; |
am simply requesting records that describe its purification (separation from everything else
in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory practices for the purification of other small
things).

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by ESR or that
pertain to work done at/by ESR. Rather, my request includes any record matching the
above description, for example (but not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study
authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that has been downloaded or printed by ESR and
possibly (but not necessarily) relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus".

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available
to the public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that | may
identify and access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the
public may access it). Please provide URLs where possible.”

INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND RESEARCH LIMITED

Kenepuru Science Centre: 34 Kenepuru Drive, Kenepuru, Porirua 5022 | PO Box 50348, Porirua 5240, New Zealand
T: +64 4 914 0700 F: +64 4 914 0770 N www.esr.cri.nz
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Science for Communities

Our response to your request:

Using the definition of ‘purification’ that you refer to in your request, ESR does not hold any
records describing ‘purification’ of SARS-CoV-2.

We cannot provide papers that staff in ESR have downloaded or printed which may apply to
your request using your definition of ‘purification’ as the information cannot be made
available without substantial collation or research pursuant to section 18(f) of the Act. We
have considered section 18A of the Act and consider that even if we were to charge you for
the time to check and collate any relevant materials and extend the timeframe of the request,
this would still unduly affect our team who are supporting New Zealand’s COVID-19
response work.

Your right to seek a review

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz
or freephone 0800 802 602.

Thank you for your request.

Yours sincerely

Jill Vintiner
Joint General Manager Health and Environment Group — Health
ESR

INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND RESEARCH LIMITED

Kenepuru Science Centre: 34 Kenepuru Drive, Kenepuru, Porirua 5022 | PO Box 50348, Porirua 5240, New Zealand
T: +64 4914 0700 F: +64 4914 0770 N www.esr.cri.nz



MINISTRY OF
HEALTH

MANATU HAUORA

133 Molesworth Street
PO Box 5013
Wellington 6140

New Zealand

T+64 4 496 2000

Ref: H202102878

Response to your request for official information

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) transferred to the
Ministry of Health (the Ministry) on 12 March 2021 for:

“All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of The Department of the
Prime Minister and Cabinet describing the purification of "SARS-COV-2" said to have
caused disease in humans (via maceration, filtration and use of an ulfracentrifuge; also
referred to at times by some people as "isolation”), directly from a sample taken from a
diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source
of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).”

The Ministry does not hold any information relating to your request. Therefore, your request is
refused under section 18(g) of the Act, as the information requested is not held by the Ministry,
and | have no reason to believe that this information is held by another agency subject to the
Act. However, further information that may be of use has been previously provided to you below
(refers H202100057 & H202100059):

e There are several examples of the virus being isolated and cultured in a laboratory
setting. One example provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) describes the isolation and culture of SARS-CoV-2. This information and
research on SARS-CoV-2 can be found at the following link:
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/6/20-0516 article.

e A research paper, isolation and rapid sharing of the 2019 novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-
2) from the first patient diagnosed with COVID-19 in Australia, describes the first
isolation and sequencing of SARS-CoV-2 in Australia. It is available at: www.mja.com
.au/journal/2020/212/10/isolation-and-rapid-sharing-2019-novel-coronavirus-sarscov-2-
first-patient

Under section 28(3) of the Act you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any
decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at:
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602.




Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the
Ministry website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-
information-act-requests.

Yours sincerely

A=

Nick Allan
Manager, OIA Services
Office of the Director-General

Page 2 of 2
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‘ Government Office for Science
< 10 Victoria Street
Madh London
Government SW1H ONN
Office for Science +44 (0)20 7215 5000 - Public enquiries

+44 (0)20 7215 6740 - Textphone
(for those with hearing impairment)

Ref no: GOS-COV-020321-0164

Thank you for your email of 01/03/21 where you requested the following:

“This is a formal request for access to general records, made under the Freedom of Information
Act.

Description of Requested Records:

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of The Government Office for
Science describing the purification of "SARS-COV-2" said to have caused disease in humans
(via maceration, filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some people
as "isolation"), directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample
was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka
Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).

Please note that | am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the
suspected "virus" and instead:

- cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or

- performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a
cell culture, or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or

- sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified
substance, and/or

- produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things.

For further clarity, please note | am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires
host cells in order to replicate, and | am not requesting records describing the replication of a
"virus" without host cells.

Further, | am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; | am
simply requesting records that describe its purification (separation from everything else in the
patient sample, as per standard laboratory practices for the purification of other small things).

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by The Government
Office for Science or that pertain to work done at/by The Government Office for Science. Rather,



my request includes any record matching the above description, for example (but not limited to)
any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that has been
downloaded or printed by The Government Office for Science and possibly (but not necessarily)
relied on as evidence of a disease-causing "virus".

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to the
public elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that | may identify and
access each one with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may access it).
Please provide URLs where possible.

Format:
Pdf documents sent to me via email; | do not wish for anything to be shipped to me.

Complexity

Please Note, this is not a complex request nor is it a request that will generate too many records
to search through. | have already done a preliminary record search through Google Scholar and
have read many scientific papers on this subject. | have not found any responsive publicly
available scientific records including records referenced and published by the USA CDC. So |
would expect this request to be answered within the normal response time.”

Response

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is based
on information held.

I confirm we do not hold the information you request.
Appeals procedure

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal
review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of
the response to your original request and should be addressed to:

Government Office for Science Internal Reviews
Government Office for Science

10 Victoria Street

London

SW1H ONN

Email: foi.reviews@go-science.gov.uk

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly
to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted
at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF

Yours sincerely

Government Office for Science



LEGAL

GPO Box 1700 Canberra ACT 2601
Telephone (02) 6276 6431 « ABN 41 687 119 230
Email: foi@csiro.au

22 March 2021

Our ref: FOI12021/13

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST — DECISION FOI2021/2

| refer to your request of 2 March 2021, under which you sought access under the Freedom of Information
Act 1982 (FOI Act) to:

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of CSIRO describing the purification of "SARS-
COV-2" said to have caused disease in humans (via maceration, filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge; also
referred to at times by some people as "isolation"), directly from a sample taken from a diseased human,
where the patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney
cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).

Please note that | am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus"
and instead:

. cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or

. performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a cell
culture, or on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or

. sequenced the total RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified
substance, and/or

o produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things.

For further clarity, please note | am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells
in order to replicate, and | am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells.

Further, | am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; | am simply
requesting records that describe its purification (separation from everything else in the patient sample, as per
standard laboratory practices for the purification of other small things).

Please also note that my request is not limited to records that were authored by CSIRO or that pertain to work
done at/by CSIRO. Rather, my request includes any record matching the above description, for example (but
not limited to) any published peer-reviewed study authored by anyone, anywhere, ever that has been
downloaded or printed by CSIRO and possibly (but not necessarily) relied on as evidence of a disease-causing
"virus".

If any records match the above description of requested records and are currently available to the public
elsewhere, please provide enough information about each record so that | may identify and access each one
with certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, where the public may access it). Please provide URLs where
possible.

Decision maker

| am an authorised decision maker under section 23 of the FOI Act. This letter sets out my decision and
reasons for the decision in relation to your request.



Decision

Despite an extensive search, CSIRO has been unable to identify any document relevant to your request. |
must therefore refuse access, pursuant to section 24A of the FOI Act.

Searches conducted

Searches were conducted by The Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness (formerly the Australian Animal
Health Laboratory) and relevant staff and it was confirmed that CSIRO does not hold any documents relevant
to the scope of your request. In this regard, CSIRO does not conduct work in relation to “purification” of
samples from human patients.

To assist | note that documentation containing scientific proof the virus known as SARS CoV-2 has been
isolated and purified can be found here:
https://www.mja.com.au/system/files/issues/212 10/mja250569.pdf

Rights of Review

In accordance with section 26(1)(c) of the FOI Act, a statement setting out your rights of review under the
Act is at Attachment A. Since my decision is that no documents exist, an application for review would be
limited to a situation where you consider that | have not identified all the documents in the CSIRO’s
possession that are relevant to your request.

Yours sincerely

Beth Cribb
Senior Legal Counsel
CSIRO


https://www.mja.com.au/system/files/issues/212_10/mja250569.pdf

Attachment A
Review rights
You are entitled to seek review of this decision.
Internal Review

Firstly, under section 54 of the FOI Act, you may apply for an internal review of the decision. Your
application must be made by whichever date is the later between:

30 days of you receiving this notice; or 15 days of you receiving the documents to which you have been
granted access.

An internal review will be conducted by a different officer from the original decision-maker. No particular
form is required to apply for review although it will assist your case to set out in the application the
grounds on which you believe that the original decision should be overturned. An application for a review
of the decision should be addressed to:

FOI Coordinator,
FOl@csiro.au

If you choose to seek an internal review, you will subsequently have a right to apply to the Australian
Information Commissioner for a review of the internal review decision.

External review by the Australian Information Commissioner

Alternatively, under 54L of the FOI Act, you may seek review of this decision by the Australian Information
Commissioner without first going to internal review. Your application must be made within 60 days of you
receiving this notice.

The Information Commissioner is an independent office holder who may review decisions of agencies and
Ministers under the FOI Act. More information is available on the Information Commissioner's website
WWW.0aic.gov.au.

You can contact the Information Commissioner to request a review of a decision online or by writing to the
Information Commissioner at:

GPO Box 2999
Canberra ACT 2601

Complaints to Ombudsman or Information Commissioner

You may complain to either the Commonwealth Ombudsman or the Information Commissioner about
action taken by CSIRO in relation to the application. The Ombudsman will consult with the Information
Commissioner before investigating a complaint about the handling of an FOI request.

Your enquiries to the Ombudsman can be directed to:
Phone 1300 362 072 (local call charge)
Email ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au

Your enquiries to the Information Commissioner can be directed to:


mailto:FOI@csiro.au
http://www.oaic.gov.au/
mailto:ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au

Phone 1300 363 992 (local call charge)
Email enquiries@oaic.gov.au

There is no particular form required to make a complaint to the Ombudsman or the Information
Commissioner. The request should be in writing and should set out the grounds on which it is considered

that the action taken in relation to the request should be investigated and identify CSIRO as the relevant
agency.


mailto:enquiries@oaic.gov.au
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NEW ZEALAND

30 March 2021

I write in response to your Official Information Act request of 2 March 2021, which sought: “All studies
and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of the University of Otago describing the
purification of “SARS-COV-2" said to have caused disease in humans (via maceration, filtration and
use of ultracentrifuge; also referred to at times by some people as “isolation”), directly from a sample
taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first combined with any other
source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum)”.

Thank you for clarifying in your email precisely what is out of scope for this request.

| can confirm that the University holds no records which fall within the scope of your request.
Accordingly, we decline your request pursuant to section 18(g) of the Act on the basis that the
information requested is not held by the University.

If you are not satisfied with our response to your information request, you have the right to ask an
Ombudsman to investigate and review this response. However, we would welcome the opportunity
to discuss any concerns with you first.

Yours sincerely

Mayhaka Mendis
Manager, Policy and Compliance
Office of the Registrar
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